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«OLD ABUSING OF GOD’S PATIENCE AND THE KING’S
ENGLISH” :

SIRAJ-UD-DIN

““I pray thee go to the casement and see if you can see my master Doctor
Caius, coming; if he do, i’ faith, and find anybody in the house, here will be
an old abusing of God’s patience and the King’s English” (The Merry
Wives of Windsor, Act 1. Scene 4). Dz. Caius, the Frenchman in the play,
and Evans the Welshman, “Gallia et Guallia”, succeed pretty well in theit
efforts to murder the language. In Love’s Lgbour’s Lost Costard com-
ments on the wonderful linguistic feats of Holofernes and Sir Nanthaniel,
the pedantic school-master and preacher, and the fantastic Spaniard Armado:
“They have been at a great feast of languages and stolen the Scraps™ (Act
V. Scene 1). ;

In the year 1882 there was published in England a little book under the
title English As She is §poke, which contained selections from a certain gem
of literature, originally published at Paris in 1862 as O Novo Guia em Por-
tugueze ¢ Inglez (“The New Guide to Portuguese and English™). Simul-
taneously Mark Twain republished in America a new edition of the complete
worlk, with prefatory notes. = The book had long been out of print, though:
known to book-eollectors and frequently referred to in magazines. - Its
many and obvious merits were now for the first time made known to the
public at large, which eagerly acknowledged them and clamorously sought
to possess itself of the volume, to gloat over them at leisure. The unique
character of the work consists in the fact that its author, who openly pro-
claimed himself as Joze de Fonseca, had manufactured it by securing a book
of French dialogues, which, with the aid of 2 dictionary, he put word by Word
into English. Of that tongue he knew nothing, and, what is more astonish-

ing, learned nothing, even during the progress of his labours.  There

fot]

fesulted a farrago of mistakes, a'jumble of English and Portuguese construc-
oveér which the beaming self-conceit of the author spreads, to borrow

tions,
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from Carlyle, “like sunshine on the deep sea”. Never was linguist in better
o Y

humour with himself. In
to its own great advantage with al : : 7
works which we were confering for this labour, find use us for nothing; but
those what were publis : : ,

posed for some foreign, or for some national little acquainted in the spirit

his very preface he began by comparing his book

1 its predecessors in the same line : “The

hing to Portugal, or out. They were almost all com-

t was resulting from that corelessness to rest these

of both languages. it

works fill of imperfections and anomalies of style; inspite of the infinite typo-
graphical faults which sometimes invett tl-m sense of the p%‘nf:ds. \.I a‘:\crcascbus
not to contain any of those morks the figured pronunciation of the english
words, nor the prosodical accent in the protuguese; indispensable object
whom wish to speak the english and portuguese languages correctly,”
Consequently the author felt that ““A choice of familiar dialogues, clean of
gallicisms and despoiled phrases, it was missing yet to studious portuguese
and brazilian youth; and also to persons of other nations that wish to know
the portuguese language.” And having set himself the task of filling this
long-felt want, having avoided all the distressing faults and impericctions of
his predecessors, he confidently anticipated the approbation of the public.
“We expect them who the little book (for the care what we wrolc him, and
for her typographical correction) that may be worth the acceptance of the
studious persons, and especially of the Youth at which we dedicate him
patticularly.” To begin with the vocabularys among the “Defects of the
Body” are enumerated “a blind”, “‘a lame”, “a squint-eyed”’, and so on.
The process here is intelligible, however. The professor of lanpuages has
simply followed the French idiom, and used nouns as adjectives.  But such
“Degrees of Kindred” as “gossip mistress”, “the quarter-grandfather” and
“quarter-grandmother”, require elucidation, as also do such nice Jifferentia-
tions of meaning as are implied in the terms ““a relation, an relation, » guardian,
an guardian.” We give up the first batch; in the second Senhor Fonseca
possibly reads # as the masculine, ax as the feminine, of the indefinite article.
Under the head of “Eatings”, one’s appetite is scarcely stimulated by sucha
menu as “‘some wigs”, “some marchpanes”, “a little mine”, “an amelet”,
even with such “‘seasonings” as “some pinions™, “some verjuice’’ or “some
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hog’s lard™, and washed down with such “Drinkings” as “‘some paltry wine”’.
A devout Catholic would be shocked to find himself set down to a maigre

diet of such “’Fishes and Shellfishes™ as ““Hedgehog”, ““Snail”, “Wolf”, and
“Torpedo”.

Pass we on now to the Familiar Phrases. Almost at the outset we are
met with the pertinent query, “Have you understand that he says?”’ and
when, a line or two further down, we meet the mysterious direction, “Sing
an area,”” we confess that we have not understand. A few more examples
must suffice :

‘At what purpose have say so?”’

“That are the dishes whose you must be and to abstain.”
“This girl have a beauty edge.”

““It must never to laugh of the unhappies.”

Probably not. The conversationalist is evidently one of the unhappies,
for elsewhere we are told, ““He laughs at my nose, he jest by me”, and then
follow in quick succession the alarming statements,

““He has spit in my coat.”

“He has me take out my hairs.”

““He does me some kicks.”

“He has scratch the face with hers nails.”

Then, thanks be to heaven, the tables are turned, and the very next entry
informs us, ““‘He burns one’s self the brains,” which is reassuring when you
reflect that it is a literal rendition of ““Il se brule la cervelle”. Yet the slain
koows not that he is slain. A little lower down the tale of bloodshed and
sudden death is resumed :

“He was fighting in duel.”

“They fight one’s selfs again™ (Ils se battent ensemble).
““He do want to fall”’ (Il manque de tomber).

“He was wanting to be killed.”

Evidently he was. Is it to this truculent gentleman that a little lower
down the advice is given :—

“Talke attention to cut your self?”’

One is glad to know that the conversationalist survives all these dangers.
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I the “Familiar Dialogues™ one accompanles him on ““The walk”. He is
something of a poet, a lover of nature.  “You hear the birds gurgling ?"
he asks, and then rapturously exclaims, “ Which pleasure | Which charm!
The field has to me a thousand charms™. He visits his tailor and jauntily
asks, “Will you do me a coat #*” The tailor, not a bit taken aback, replies
in the Socratic fashion, “What cloth will you do tox 7 That little matter is
arranged. The tailor engages to bring the coat ““the rather that be posible”.
But evidently he procrastinates. For when at last it is delivered the messen-
get is met W ith the stern rebuke, ““You have me done to expect too,” a bold
version of ‘‘ Vous m’avez fait trop attendre.”” 'The tailor makes excuse,
T did can’t to come rather.””

When the conversationalist goes ““for to ride a horse”, we detect in him
the same Ca"pmg spirit. “Here is a horse who have a bad looks. Don’t
you are ashamed to give me a jade like this? He is undshoed, he is with nails
up.” Nevertheless he mounts. And then trouble beglns *“Never,”
screams the rider, “never I was seena so bad beast; she will not not to bring
forward neither put back.” The stableman, evidently agitated, begins a
running fire of advice. “Strek him the bridle,”” he cries, “Hold him the reins
sharters. Make to marsh him.” I have pricked him enouch. But I can L
make him to marsh,” replies the mdtgnant client. “Go dowsn, I shall make
marsh,” says the dealer scornfully, and the incensed equestrian rejoins,
<“T'ake care that he not give you a foot kicks.” This brings to an inglorious
end our conversationalist’s attempt for to ride a horse.

The pupil, having by this time acquired a choice stock of phrases, with
a select and well-weeded vocabulary, is next taught to practise the epistolary
style after the best models. And whoare these models? Madame of Sevigne
and Madame of Maintenon. Next comes a fund of entertaining anecdotes,
so ingeniously worded- that they might readily be used to set the table
on a roar. Physicians, as we all know, do not always follow their own
prescriptions. On this head the learned comleer has a good story to
tell, and he tells it in his own idiomatic way :

‘A physician eighty years of age had enjoied of a health unalterable.
Theirs friends did him of it compliments every days. Mister doctor, they
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said to him, you are admirable man. What you make them fot to bear you
aswell? 1 shall tell you it, gentlemen, he was answered them and I exhott you
in same time at to follow my example. I live of the product of my ordering,
without take any remedy who I command to my sicks.” = When all are good
it scems a work of supererogation to select. But space is limited, and we
must, confine ourselves to a few, ““Two friends who from long they not
were seen meet one’s selves for hazard. ‘How do is there?’ told one c-)f the
two. ‘No very well,” told the othet, ‘and T am married from that I saw

]

thee,” ‘Good news,” ‘Not quit, because I had married with a bad woman.’
‘So much worse.” ‘Not so much great deal worse, because her dower was
from two thousand lewis.” ‘Well, that comfort.’ ‘Not absolutely, why

I had emplored this sum for to buy some muttons which are all deads of the

tot.” “That is indeed very sorry.” ‘Not so sorry, because the selling of

hers hide have bring me above the price of the muttons.” ‘So you are indem-
nified.” ‘Not quit, because my house where I was disposed my money,
finish to be consumed by the flames.” © Oh, hete is a great misfortune.’
‘Not so great nor I either, because my wife and my house ate burned together
The whole concludes appropriately with a choice collection of “Idio-

H

tisms and proverbs.” Again we can cull at random.

““The walls have hearsay.”

“There is not any ruler without a exception.”

“He is like the fish into the water,” _

“What come in to me for an ear yet out for another.”

“It want to take the occasion for the hairs.”

All of which, though possibly not so idiomatic as the originals which thcy
pervert, ate certainly more “‘idiotic”.

But it is not Senhor Fonseca alone who has sub]ected the Enghsh
language to rough treatment.

“Here they spike the English,” an announcement that actually appeared
in a Paris shop-window, might be taken as an appropriate motto for many
strange and murderous ouslaughts on the English tongue. English was
badly spiked by the barber in the Rue St. Honoré who made an attempt to

attract foreign custom by the statement, ‘Hear to cut off hare, in English
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M. Oliver, a French conjuter, was another desperate offender.
. 3

fashion”’. 3 it :
red “to perform an infinity of Legerdemains”,

In his programme he offe
“the cut and burnt han

watch thrown et nailed a
the handsome Elsina in her trunck, some low automatons

such as dkerchieve who shall take up their primitive

forms; the
chanted glass wine,
who will dance upon a ro
to conclude with ¢“a Phantasmagory
ladies.”

A certain M. Hercelle-Leruste p
escribe the virtues of the “unpa
wers-baths, united system Hercelle-Leruste””. Despite the

gainst the wall by a pistol shot, the en-

peand sall do all the most difficult tricks,” the whole
disposed ina manneras not to frighten the

ut forth a highly mysterious circular,

1t aimed to d ralleled bathing room, dressing-

rooms and of sho
assistance of a rudimentary
doubtful whether the full merits o
form the circular. However, it is dim

nature of what is known as a geyser, or instantane
improved ventilation is a special feature. So much being premised, we

illustration of the improved bath-room, it is
f the system will ever be comprehended
ly apparent that the invention is in the

ous water-heater, and that

can follow the sense, though withholding our approval from the literary
form of the sentence providing “a foot-bath, sitting-bath, and anyone else
bath, heating itself in a minute, without which smoke spread itself over room,
thing which has nevet existed.”” Still intelligible, though still weak in acci-
dence, is M. Hercelle-Leruste’s explanation of how “persons having some
bathing-rooms” may alter said rooms for the reception of his apparatus,
even in the case of a person “residing in house which be not the property of
her.” ““Iwill construct this room,” the inventor continues, ‘‘to make remove
when she will wish all the objects same the invisible pipes and reservoirs,
all to make remove.” One is tempted to ask, why this partiality for the
feminine sex? Why, oh, why does not this benefactor of his kind offer his
services also to the poor male householder residing in house which be not

the propetty of him? Why may not he too enjoy a foot-bath 'sring-bath,

or anyone else bath? But then we remember that persomne in the chivalrous

French tongue is feminine, and that the good Hercelle-Leruste, with nice

grammatical discernment, is gallantly attempting to make English

pronominal adjective agree with its antecedent.

[41]

Many and curious are the personal advantages and the comforts that’

attach to a bath filled by this water-heater. i

self a fresh without to be seen of some ersonI:Ot:::: ::;ii)r}le;hi: i und’fess znes
can ‘‘be served in this room eqally without be seen”. Best of a:f‘;:?s ;aszrttff:
enchanted room, where everything comes of itself. “Being there for bath
or something else, being undressed and having forgotten of linen or any-
one else, you ask them without any inconvenience with a speaking-trumpet
these objects come to you, you take them and nobody seen you.”” Be thcr;
any sceptics? M. Hercelle-Leruste invites verification. “Gone at my resi-
dence,”’—this is the engaging form in which he issues his invitation,—
““there you will can see work it.” ’

It seems to be inevitable that whenever a foreign word has a double
meaning the foreigner seeking its English equivalent will stumble on the
wrong alternative and thus produce delicious confusion. It is staggering at
first to find an English advertisement in a French paper which rcadsl ““Castel
to praise presently,” and you do not recover from your surprise until you
remember that the French verb Joser means either to praise ot to let. The

4

literal rendition of Chatean by “‘castel””, and the substitution of presently for
immediately, are minor errors that lend an artistic and fully-rounded complete-
ness to the whole sentence. An English Guide to Amsterdanm, published
in Holland, claims to be prepared by an Englishman. Here is how this
pseudo-Englishman handles his own language. He is speaking of the customs
of the inhabitants on Sundays and Holidays : “ They go to walk outside the
four gates; after this walk they hasten to free public play gardens, whete wine,
thea, etc. is sold. Neither the nobility temains idle at these entertainments.
Everyone invites his damsel, and joyously they enter play gardens of a little
less brilliancy than the former. There at the crying sound of an instrument
that rents the ear, accompanied by the delightful handle-organs and the rustic
triangle, their devoirs are paid to Terpischore. Everywhere a similitude of
talents; the dancing out does not the music”. Inahotelat the top of the Rigi
the following announcement gives great satisfaction : “Misters the venerable

voyagers are advertised that when the sun him rise a horn will be blowed.”

That announcement sufficiently prepares the visitor for the following entry
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in the wine list : ““In this hotel the wines leave the trav eller nothi

hope
for”. Thestyle of the following is legal in its precision : “Itis cl inder-
stood that the combustion of every kind of wooden work which bel to the
entity of the shelter is strongly forbidden, so that if it happened to be caused
damage of any kind from the part of the travellers or guides, the Jaiicr one
will be made responsible. At this purpose every one is requested to n tify
those eventual damages made on the shelter huts and in the sam e if
it is possible”. As Polonius says, “entity of the shelter” and “‘cventual

damages” are good.

But the garden-spot of the world for exotic E

nglish was surel:
tcenth-century India.

The Indians’ natural love for exuberant rl
conjoined with imperfect knowledg

amazing results. A “Hindustani®

letter as “Honoured Enormity”,

etoric,
cof the meaning of words, led to the |

gentleman addressed Lady Duff

St

Crin

One candidate during an examination was told to write
the hotse, which he did in the fullowing brief item :
noble animal, but when irritated he ceases to d
were thus outlined by another essayist :

an essay

“ The horse is a ver
050", “Progressand Poverty”
* The rich man welters on crimson

velvet, while the Poot man snorts on flint.”

Punjab who gives us this sam

“Honoured Sir

It is a school-master from the
ple of epistolary English :

I am most anxious to hear you are sick,
God to see you soon at L—in a state of triumph. The climate is very good
and proves unhealthy, No Deputy Commissioner
of climate. If you also came here I think it will ag
information €xpectant ot reversiona
ed, and I shall be thankful to you.”

A very amusing petition was addressed to the English House of
Commons by R. D. P. Romohandra Rae, manager of the Peshwa Charitable
Institution at Nayeghat, Benares. It is too long to quote entire, but we
canmake room for the reasons which actuated him to appeal to their
“lordships” of the House of Commons as follows :

‘SThe applicant believes that no desire can ori
ment is not desired by

I pray to

complains ever for want
ree with your state. An
ry rcspecting your recovery state is e€xpect-

ginate within us if its fulfil]-

further proof which can be

Providence and to have
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universally acknowledged is that the whole world when in its infancy would
not have called for nourishment if the all-wise Contriver had not arranged for
so palpable and nourishing a diet. The applicant would atrive to this con-
clusion that this intense desire of asking from the government what bclqngs
to him must have arisen owing to its fulfillment being decided by the Almigh-
ty. The earth is called the mother of all things, not because she produ.ces,
l;ut because she maintains and nurses what she produces. Her Most Gracious
Majesty, the Empress of India, being termed as Queen Mother, would nev er—
like to act like Esop’s earth, which would not nusse the plant of anoth'el
ground, although never so much improved by reason that plant was not of its
:)\\ n production.” bas!

It was this same Most Gracious Majesty, the Empress of India whose
death evoked the following vivid tribute in a dramatic couplet :

“Dust to dust and ashes to ashes,
Into the tomb the good Queen dashes.”

A very pathetic and eloquent petition for increase .in sailary was pcnn;d
by an applicant who very cogently asked ‘‘ how on this ex1gu01:i salary he
could be expected to make the two ends of his grandmother me?t.

“Here earth is quack—how there?’’ was the text of an. anxious telegram
during the historic Quetta earthquake. A notice posted in a Lahore hotel
had a very truculent sound: .

“Ge lrll.l‘cnlcn who come in hotel not say anything about their meals they

will be charged for, and if they should say beforehand that they are going

out to breakfast or dinner, or if they say that they not have anything to e_at,
they will be charged, and if not so, they will be charged, or, unless t}‘u:y br;lngi
it to the notice of the manager, and should they want to say anything, t-e_\;
must order the manager for, and not anyone else, and unless they not blrm;_,
it to the notice of the manager, they will be charged for the least thmgs
according to hotel rate, and no fuss will be allowed afterward about it.

. at the time
Monthly gentlemen will have to pay my fixed rate madﬁ“lthjhcmd ded ;

nthiy g - e ; wed to deduc
and should they absent day in the month, they will not be allo

a D S F ;’l S tha vV u%ua[ rate Of
1 C - | { them ]Cbs rate h 1 m. b
‘“'\”lf"'\_“ out Uf lt, ] ecausce l tatﬁe from

; 38
monthly charges.
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But the finest specimen of “Hindoo English”—unsurpassed and unsur-
passable—is the memoir of Onoocool Chunder Mookerjee, Judge of the

High Court of Calcutta, which his nephew published in Calcutta shortly aftcr

the death of the biographee in 1871.

At the very start we scent the rich treat that is in store for us. Our
hearts warm within us as we read that this admirable man, “by dint of wid
energy and perseverance, erected a vantage ground above the common leve!
of his countrymen,—nay, stood with the rare, barring few on the same leve!
with him, and sat arrayed in majestic glory, viewing with un-parallelled and
mute rapture his friends and admirers lifting up their hands with heart-felt glce
and laudation for his success in life.,” His father died when Onoccool was
very young, and “unfortunate blind bargains and speculatious” by an elde:
brother soon reduced the family to so low an ebb that ‘it was threatened with
Barmecide feasts.”” Thereupon “Onoocool Chunder was pressed by his
mother to search for an employment. All love the womb that their firs:
beings bred and Justice Mookerjee was not out of the pale of it. 'There
cannot be a greater instance of self-denial than a mother endures during the
whole esistence of her offspring. Nothing in the world can make her facetious
when her child is not so, and nothing in the world can make her lugubtious
when her child is not so. Ergo, on the contrary, a mother is loved and re-
spected in every age.”

Ergo, on the contrary, the filial Onoocoo! determined to obey his mother,
He was successful in finding employment, He was eventually admitted to the
Bar. His power of arguing a question with “capocious, strong, and laud-
able ratiocination and eloquence” soon brought him in an income which he
used ““to extricate his family from the difficulties in which it had lately been
enwrapped, and to restote happiness and sunshine to those sweet and well-
loved faces on which he had not seen the soft andfascinating beams ofa simper
for many a grim-visaged year.”” It is pleasant to follow this brilliant career.
In 1870 Onoocool Chunder accepted a seat in the Legislative Council of

Bengal, his selection for this honour being characterised as ¢

: ‘most judicious
and tip-top”,

Within the year he resigned from the Cou
judgeship. “His elevation

ncil to accept a
created a catholic ravishment throughout the
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dominion under the benign and fostering sceptre of great Albion”, But

alas ! he did not live long to enjoy his success. Eight months later, while
delivering a judicial opinion, he felt a slight headache, “which gradually
aggravated and became so uncontrollable that he felt like a toad under a
harrow. All the well known doctors of Calcutta did what they could, with
their puissance and knack of medical knowledge, but it proved after all as if
to milk the ram!  His wife and children had not the mournful consolation to
hear his last words, he remained so#70 vace for a few hours and then went to
God at about 6 p.m.”  With one graphic stroke the biographer pictures the
despair of the family : “The house presented a second Babel or a pretty kettle
of fish”. Nor was the mourning confined to the house. “All wept for
him, and whole Bengal was in lachrymation—and more I shall say, that even

the learned judges of the High Court heaved sighs and closed it on its Ap-

pellate and Original Sides.”

Here is a pleasing description of the Judge’s perscnal appearance :
“When a boy he was filamentous; but gradually be became plump as a part-
ridge. His dress was unaffected—he used to wear Dhotee and Chadur on
all occasions except when going to court, office, or to see any European
gentlemen, or attending any European party. And even on going to see a
Nautch or something of the like I have never seen him fine as a carrot fresh
scraped, but es/0 perpetunm in Pantaloon and in satin or broad-cloth Chapkan,
with a Toopee well quadrate to the dress.” He was a faithful Hindoo, and
charitable withal, but judicious in his charities. “The Hon’ble Mookerjee
did bleed freely, but he was not a leviathan on the ocean of liberality; the
mode of assignment of his charities was to such men as we truly wish, and
recommend, and exsuscitate enthusiastically. He used to give monthly some-
thing to many relicts who had no hobbardy-hoy even to support them and
had no other source of sustenance left to them by their consort.”

However, it is not in Indian English alone that we come across such
colourful cxamples of extravagant statements, high-flown phrases and verbal
pyrotechnics. Indeed, in spite of their phlegmatic temperament, the English
have occasionally manifested a talent for copiousness of diction which dimly

intimates what they might do if they once threw off the national manvaise
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honte. It was a British barrister who, in the middle of an affecting appeal in

court on a slander suit, treated his hearers to the following flight of genius :

*“ Slander, gentlemen, like a boa-constrictor of gigantic size and immeasyg.
able proportions, wraps the coil of its unwieldly body about its unt

victim, and, heedless of the shricks of agony that come from the

rtunate

(Crmost
depths of its victim’s soul—loud and vetberating as the night-thunder that
rolls in the heavens,—it finally breaks its unlucky neck upon the i1 vheel
of public opinion, forcing him first to desperation, then to mad, and
finally crushing him in the hideous jaws of mortal death.”

Here is a bit of gorgeous rhetoric which appeared in the Irish Cuzette
of 30 May 1784 4 propos of the first appearance of Mrs. Sarah Siddo e in
Dublin :

“On Saturday, Mrs. Siddons, about whom all the world had been
talking, exposed her beautiful, adamantine, soft, and lovely person, for the
first time, at Smock-Alley Theatre, in the bewitching, melting, and all-tearful
character of ‘Isabella’. From the repeated panegyrics in the impartial
London newspapers, we were taught to expect the sight of a heavenly angel ;
but how were we supernaturally surprised into the most awful joy at beh. g

a mortal goddess !
it could hold,—
a sight.

The house was crowded with hundreds more
ith thousands ofadmiring Spectators that went away wit
This extraordinary phenomenon of tragic excellence ! this .
Melpomene ! this comet of the stage | this sun of the firmament of the M.
this moon of blank verse | this queen and princess of tears | this world . f
weeping clouds ! this Juno of commanding aspects | this Proserpine of fire
and earthquake | she was nature itself,”

Perhaps it is because English is a lang
upon the Irish that the species of mixed me
valent on Irish sojl :

uage forced by circumstanc.
taphor called a Bull is s,
or pethaps they murder the
of revenging upon the English queen,

to a friend on his arrival at Calcutta, ¢
but a lot of young

}‘1 C
Queen’s English by wa
“India, my boy,” said an Irish office:
‘is the finest climate under the sup -
ere, and they drink and they eat
write home to their
imate that has killed them, *

fellows come out h
they drink and they die : and ¢

lies, and say it is the |

, and
hen they

patents a pack of

A number of other
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Trish bulls hold a sort of hilarious wake over the subject o‘f death : tfa‘at of a
Hibernian gentleman who told a friend studying for the pnest'hc‘Jod, 1 hope
I may live to hear you preach my funeral sermon’’; of a physu?lan who said
oracularly of a murdered man, “This person was so ill, that if he had not
been mu.rdurcd he would have died a half an hour before ”.- A parallel to.
these ghastly jests may be found in the anecdote of James Smithson, founder
of th;: Smi;hsoniﬂn Institution. He had five doct't)rs, and they had been
unable to discover his disease. Being told that his-casc was hopleess ie
called them around him and said, *“ My friends, I desire -that you will make
a post-mortem examination of me, and find out what a-ﬂs me; for ‘really 1
am dying to know what my disease is myself.”” An 'Inshman,.hax'rmg ‘feet
of cli[-ﬂ'rcm sizes, ordered his boots to be made accordingly. His d.lrccflons
were obeyed, butas he tried the smallest boot on his largest foot, he exclaimed
pctulnm‘x , ““ Confound that fellow | 1 ordered him to make one larger thz:?
the other, and instead of that he has made one smaller th-an thi oIt:wrh.
But the greatest protagonist of all bull-perpetrators was Sir Boyle Roche

who was elected member for Tralee in the Irish Parliii‘mc;nt of x775. Onc::
of his most famous mats was the imperious den-]ar{d, -Why should we p.u'
ourselves out of the way to doanything for posterity? for W‘hathas pc)ster}:tf\
done for us ?”’.  Supposing, from the roar of laughter \'R'h.lcltl greeted : is
question, that the House had misunderstood him, he explained that by
posterity he did not at all mean our ancestors, but thosc.: wh(‘)‘lwere to' come
il“ﬂn'lt'lli.-xln ly after them.” Upon hearing this cxp'ulanatmnT it vfas :;};05
sible”, the chronicler assures us, ““to do any serious business for half an
B rri ' Sir Boyle Roche during the

A letter supposed to have been written by .btr -0). N
Irish rebellion of 1798 gives an amusing collection .ot his ‘\'arlous u.n Ecrm.

“ Dear Sir,—Having now a little peace and quiet, I 51? down to info |
you of the hustle and confusion we arein from the bl(md-thirsty re.bels, marz}.
;;f whom are now, thank God, killed and dispersed. \\-e. are m\;hpre;_\e
mess; can pet nothing to eat and no wine to drink except whlsky-l \‘:,-:]e I
sit down to dinner we are obliged to keep both hands armed.

: - pistol in the other,
write tl tter 1 have my sword in one hand and my PlbtUl
Write s lett £ ¥
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I conclided from the beginning that this would be the end:

and I am ]’i‘g]]t:
for it is not half over yet. At present there are such £0ings-on that every-
thing is at a stand still, T should have answered your letter a fortn;, ht ago,
but T only received it this morning,—indeed, bardly a mail arei es safe
without being robbed., Troops are now stationed round, which ¢ xactly
squares with my ideas of security, Adieu; I have only time to add 1,4 [ am
yours in haste, B, R.

“P:S. . Tf you do not recejve this, of course it must have m irried;
therefore I beg you write and let me know,”

Perhaps nowhere in all poetic literature, in the same limited space a¢
least, can there be found such an extraordinary confusion of metaphors as
in Longfellow’s “Psalm of Life,” To take only two of the ver as a
sample :

“Lives of great men al] remingd us
We can make gur lives sublime,
And, departing leave behing us
Footprints on the sands of time;
Footprints that perhaps another,
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again,”
Even if one can conceive of life a5 4 ¢

ne
“sands of time™,

ery sharp eyes if he could

is Supposed to have been

still keeps persister
ave y
from his raft, for his ship
Pethaps Longfellow +

see footprints on the sand
wrecked long ago.

as thinking of the footstep
which Robinson Crusoe found on the sang ofhis desert island But Robinson
was not sailing when he detected thyt isolate

Saw it, did he “take heagt again”’,
The examples so f5y cited are thoge g which the abuse ¢
of an unconscious, or at most

f language is
onl

¥ a subconscious sort,

But language
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sometimes be deliberately abused in the interest of satire or innocent
iy -. X : le, a pretence at a literal understanding—or misunderstand-
- ‘For CMm:lpritc’ form of jesting. Charles Lamb’s serious reply to a
i“g—_“i 4 f::;)ar who asked him, “And now, Mr. Lamb, how do you' like
T m “B—b—Dboiled, madam,” is a classic instance. Sheridan,
chlldﬂ:n -') }‘11\' promising son Tom on the irregular life he was le-ad’i,ng,:‘and'cd
rel’r“"'ml“- \Il 7 dear T:Jrn really it is time for you to take a wife”, “With
" e -plied the,dutiful son; ““whose wife shall I take?”” Sidney
Smith’s jest wlzzln advised by his doctor to take a walk upon an empty

33

ﬂ]l my hea rt,

S @ 2 Iy S.m. ar,
to b (_']Ul’lg'«‘ to thc same Class . UpOn WhUSC .: And VE imil
‘omach b :
t i J i l] | Iunt S. L) la(iV at dCSSCIt aSde ]f hE WOuld ﬂot venture on a-]]
00, 15 JC1ET ©
T s I'l(]ﬂlﬂ. h(, leplied, 1 Sh()uld hE happy to dO SO, bu I
0 aﬂge. L¥iE 3 tlama Ial(l

should tumble off.” A council of ministers having 1’1‘1et on some m:{pz:t:}:
Ib u 1 noble man inquired of Talleyrand, “What has passe
quesm‘“’:‘- ree hours,” was the answer. “I heard of an anecdote at
Counml:“ : };\T'L;l I'lz;;riS()n in his Reminiscences, ““of a proctor encoun-
(.)’_s,-.tofd:” [ rounds two undergraduates who were w1th(:1;t theljlralgnf:a::]:
. ounds, or out of hours. He challenged one: our ey
. h !" iven. Turning to the other, ‘And pray, sir | wha
. “luj’g ‘_]ul.ius Caesar,” was the reply. “What, sir, do you
i rour name be: .
:cit:tt?: J~.l 3 rlmr name is Julius Caesar?’ ‘Sir, you did not ask me what
B S
jtis’;u‘ ) ]:ujl]:rli}r]c:rbei.ntendina to be very eloquent, observed, “"\i\;c}i
young barris 5 g . ;
rincip!.u as these, my lord, are written in the book. of ?i;uereo;ﬁtor e
]1'3)306 Sir?” said Lord Chief Justice Ellenborough ; an
bage,
ilenced for that occasion at least.
Slkn(_‘td\‘t -E.'—l nown chestnut is that of the Judge who threatfcnctc;etréjjrcti
law Z| 5" k ‘I;-:Umpt of Court, ““Ihaveexpressed no Conter’;ﬁlzit ‘to’r, s
said) the lawyer; “on the contrary, I have care'fully con(c;eianiit;t;uﬂs e
What a time there would be if the C(')mpl.lments an T iy
society were taken literally | Yet, Oscar Wll_dc once lunfaithl s
in a \‘.pis t of reproof, however, and not of ingenuous

Spenc CIS aris nc a € Y\ ([ ne “lrh a l.‘lCh
1 ) d y h
spen q hi vin D ( T = was Invited to
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business magnate who was also a musical amateur. As he was ¢
leaye,the master and mistress of the house said to their Witty guest :

“We hope that we shall have you often to dine with us :
will glways be ready.”

“Always »” queried Oscar Wilde, ““In the fashionable sen:
word, of course?”’

“Not at all,
IS yours,

Vour

We are not persons of such hollow politeness,

Come and dine with us as often as possible.,
if it were every day.”

Q)
We should

“In earnest?”’

“‘Certainly, we should be delighted.”

“Ah, well, since you are sp cordial I

promise you I will do my b
agreeable,”
Next evening

Oscar Wilde Presented himself,
“I have taken your

invitation Iitq,ral!y.
“Ah, it is very kind of you,
The dinner Wwas very gay,

“You see,”
I have come to dine.”’
It is very charming,” said his hosts
and the English writer,
The next day, as they were about to §it (
Ppeared,
punctual, and fajthfy] to my
fixing a penetrating
s hosts,—yoy appear surprised. Did You not expect me >’
“Oh, certainly, yoy give us much pleasure,” said the hostess,

Oscar Wilde sat down in his happiest ve;
scious that he had aj] the burden of the entertai
conversation was mere monologue,

On the fourth day, at dinner
Ptesented himself, This time
and Oscar Wilde spoke of it,

The mistress of the house replied :

“It is only because we feare
poor a dinner today.”

received many compliments,
to table, Oscar Wilde again a

13
Here T am, exact,

; pPromise. Bu
singular,” he continued,

and quizzica[ look upo

ning, and that practically

time Precisely,

red you would not fare well,

I thought you expected me; but it is of no consequence,

on taking le

0, and seemed quite unc

We have s

iking his

plate

~ the

J0me

: olad

be

I am not
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dainty. T wish only the pleasure of your societv.” He scated hin-lsclf
with perfect composure, and ate heartily ; then, turning to madame with a
complimentary air, he said : -
“What could you mean? This dinner is splendid. 1 could desire
ing better.”’
“m'hj:l‘:e lnLen day—it was the fifth—Oscar Wilde arrived as usual, The
potter met him at the door. g
“Mr. X—is notat home. He dines out today. ;
““Ah, very well; but I forgot my great-coat yesterday. I must ask the
butler for it.”> And, darting up the staircase, he knocked. - The dc:(,),r W.aj
opened. Unexpected apparition. ‘““Your porter is a simpleton! 5;1
Oscar Wilde, gaily. ““He pretended that you had gone out. 1 know}: ';\t
he was mistaken. But what long faces! What a sombre and melanc. o’y,
air | Has anything happened? Tell me, that I may oﬂ"er sympa.thles.
All dinner-time the witty writer continued and redoubled his cn.treatles thi.!t
the supposed misfortune might be confided to }-n'm. He compl:.nlned of their
reserve and indulged himself in all sorts of con]ectureé and quebtllons.. :
“Have you lost money in speculations? Mle;e.d 21,1’ inheritance r
Have you ben.:n wounded in your fortune—in your ambition?
'I"hcn, at the dessert, bursting into a fit of laughter : - 5
“I know what is the matter, and what troubles you. It is your invi ;
tion, so cordially made and so literally accepted. I thought that I .\Ia:.o;a :
make the trial, suspecting that you would not endure me l(mgr. :;UIZ
you shut the door against me, and tomorrow, if | should return, you w

. . 4 T o in !)’
throw me out of the window! I wish you good-evening




PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION IN DEVELOPING NATIONS

SHAUKAT ALI

In political vocabulary government and administration are almost syno-
nymous. Every politically organised society has to fashion some adminis-
trative machinery to realise the mission and purposes of government. Bureau-
cracy, although controversial, is the accepted term to connote policy-makers
of higher echelons who form the backbone of any administrative structure.
Their role, status and significance have been varying at different stages of the
civilisational growth of mankind, but the existence of bureaucracy has always
been indisputable. During the twentieth century the influence and ascendancy
of civil servants has touched the highest watermark in every civilised
society. From mercenaries and lackeys of princes and potentates, they have
become custodians of real authority and harbingers of new horizons. Since
their actions can make or mar the fortunes of governmental policies, both
the governors and the governed look towards them with awe and respect.
In fact sudden rise of bureaucracy to niche of prominence has created grave
apprehensions in certain quarters. ““Minions of Leviathan,” ““Slaves of the
Lamp,” “Masters of Red Tape,” and “a set of pocket dictators’ are some
of the epithets used for them by their critics. There has been a luxuriant
srowth of literature of suspicion and protest against them. Lord Hewart’s
famous diatribe in New Despotism is too well known to need any comments.
James Becks’ Our Wonderland of Bureancracy, and Sir Carleton Allens’
Bureancracy Triumphant, and Law and Orders are some of the other impor-
tant books which consider the present rise of civil services as an outrage on
democratic values.

Inflexible rigidity, obsessive legality, senseless self-importance, excessive
consciousness of authority, slavish subservience to form and precedent, lack
of feelings and sympathy towards citizens, self-installed arrogance and stiff-
neckness have been enumerated as some of the glaring maladies of today’s

bureaucrat. Bven if there is an element of truth in the point of view of the
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critics, the fact remains that the present-day bureaucracy is integrated in the
scheme of things prevailing in our times. The imbalance between politics
and administration is entailed by dcmocracy itself. Parliaments; other baw-

making bodies, and ministers during their fleeting and unpredictable exi.: 1ce

cannot master the complexities 6f the modern State. They frame policies, create

conducive climate of public opinion, hold the lever of authority in poy
ment, but for actual execution of policies trained and efficient bt;!rc:t “-L racy is
the only available instrument, Instead of dectying aimlessly it would he
much better to find curative nieasures to the ab«we-memim{cd ills, which
.cou‘}d climinate the dangers of parliamentary democracy being transfo, d
into ““parliamentary bureaucracy.” ; ‘

With these carsory remarks about the importance and dynamic natur.
public administration, we tatn to the developing areas of éhe wofld to
how fat and to what extent public administrator has been able to ace TP
the goals of national life, Sotfie believe that bureauetacy is a univic
clan for which time and clime miake no difference. Tt is i-n theit opinion
asort of international administrative fréemasonry with a de t%‘ned code n]rm
M_d beha'vi(.mf. This is tathet a erude ovetsimplification. Somie corhn
characteristics among various buréauctacies should not beguile us to belic
that they are similar in all fespects.
:::}ii co:;t‘dof: s'peciﬁlc historieal proeess, particular sOtio-economic co

» A0d unique political experien: i §pi
o i gtmmzs s:d C:::; ;};i@{:,‘fnhi:‘wln spite of these obvious difle;
the Afro-Asian countries are similar in natu
able extent.

Each administrative Systém has b

ef, the bureaucracies in Most «
te and dimensions to 4 considet

Most of them have unburdened the yoke of alj
past mineteen years. This sudden cha
politics and administration,

en domination during t}
: nge led to a yawning vacuum both |
0 many countries politics has remained jerk)

ini the two continents,

ke Internal law and order and external defence we
Ty aims of European powers in these colonies.
however, there has been v

te the
: : Since independenice,
ast expansion in the functions 6f the State.
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Economic, educational and social uplift has become the crux of governmental
planning, and heightened tempo in these fields has saturated the whole atmos-
pherewith tension. In many cases national self-reliance has been over-tax-
ed, and vital hopes which emerged with the daws of independence have
become dim and vague.

Moreover, people and ideas in developing countries ate in a state of
fermentation. They want to compensate themselves for the centuries of
colonial stagnation by swift industrialisation. ‘The late Indian Prime Minister
Mr. Nehsu's statement before a Conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations
at Luckhnow in 1950 can be an index to Asjan mind, He said, ‘“We have
suddenly arrived at a stage when we have torun, Walking is not enough. ..
and in running we tumble and fall and we try to get up again. It is no good
anybody telling us to walk slowly. . . , It involves risks and dangets but there
is no help and no choice for it, for there is a torment in minds.””! These
lines are illustrative of the fact that in the race for progress, emotions, hopes
and expectations have outdistanced economic development and administra-
tive experience.

The colonial powers, before their abdication, had established some sort
of civil services in the lands they governed, but their status and structure
varied from one colony to another. For instance, in India, Pakistan, Burma

and Ceylon to some extent also, the British Government had created an effi-
cient, organised and highly trained civil service; and at the time of their depar-
ture they had recruited enough of native talent into Corps d’Elete, that with
the exit of English officers there were sufficient Indian and Pakistani high-
ranking officers to shoulder the mantle of responsibility. But in countries
like Indonesia the picture was totally different.  The Dutch did not allow the
[ndonesian to rise above subordinate positions, with the result that the new
Republic of Indonesia had to start from the secratch. The conditions in
African colonies were in no way better. For instance, in British colonies,
it was in the thirties that unified colonial service was created. The Secretary

of State for the Colonies was the custodian of authority, pertaining to appoint-

1. Richard L. Park, “Problems of Political Developments,” Nationalism and Progress
in Free Asia, Baltimore, John Hopkins Press, 1956, p. 8.
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ments, promotions, removal and general conditions.  All the key posts were
re.served for the members of unified service. These posts cnmpr'chemlu‘i. t Ilw;
wide range of administrative, legal, agricultural, veterinary, educari. ”“
forestry, engineering, postal, customs, prisons, police, gco](;gicnl SUrve \:
and account services. 7 ; 1

Because of the alleged backwardness, lack of education and competc ¢
and on top of it the deep-seated antipathy of white official h*'crarcIl:\-‘ '. L
process of Africanisation was extremely slow. This lack of désirc o ‘ Ii:

and edu i iti i
: cate the natives for positions of responsibility in administration
tarnished chapter of European colonialism.

isa

In the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent as early as 18 33 the Parliament of Fing-
land-dcclared, “no native of the said territories not any natural-born w." i r
O.fHIS Majesty’s resident therein, shall by reason only of his religion, Pl'.-ll\‘ :)f
birth, descent, colour, or any of these, be disqualified from holding any rlace

office or employment under the East India Company.” But t\hc lvwl: 4

Indianisati i
: ton was so slow that in 1902 out of the 1607 Indian Civil Sery
only sixty were natives,? and it was

of
ants

after vehement protestation of another

half a centur
y that the number of the | i
e latter increased to 50 %. The condi-

tions in ot iti :
her British colonies were even worst.  In 1956 the Sin \pore

Malayanisati o
yanisation Commission reported that only 401 of the 1048 Div sion I
VIiS1O:

Osts wi
p ere held by Malayan officers, and of 153 supetscale posts their share

was onl 3 Tl
naly 15.°  Similarly, the Committee of the House of Represeniatives

in Nigeria point i A%
- g pl ed out in 1959 that on the e e of country’s indcpendt “of
73 Supersc; i ini v v G -
perscale posts. in the administrati € service only
3

Nigetians or other West Africans 10 were held by
3

: hile 63 ere h d y p i i
W W C] b CXpatriate Hiil‘ CIS§;
that ngcrlans held oﬂly 1 out Of 16 POStS Of Permancnt S(.C[ :

> Ctark',

o W
f 20 posts of Deputy Permanent Secretary. ol
3

and 6 out of 34 posts of Scrior

2. Quoted by Sir John Strachy, India :

Macmillan and Co., 1903, p. 77 Its  Administration and Pragress, London,

: h;. bl E.- Smith, “The Effect of Recent
N the Federation of Malaya and Singapore,”
1959, p. 269. ’

(II;msFltutional Changes on the Public Service
ublic Administration, Vol, XXXII, Autumn
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Assistant Secretary.”*

{n its Final Report on the Nigerianisation of Public Service the Com-
mittee vehemently pointed out that “one of the fundamental rights and
privileges of a self-governing country is that it must have control of its public

services,”’ and that all policy-making posts should be Nigerianiced at the

“most within five or ten years after independence.

The Sudan is another extreme example, where the colonial power had
kept the sceptre of authority so firmly and thoroughly in white hands that the
country on the dawn of independence was on the verge of administrative
bankruptcy. After having enjoyed internal self-government since 1954,
the country became independent on the 1st of January, 1956. The Sudaniza-
tion Committee had been working on the future of services for some time.
It pointed out that there were 1762 higher grade posts of which 1609 were
held by British and 153 by Egyptian officers. The Committee suggested 2

drastic step of nationalising or suppressing 734 posts (647 British and 87

Egyptian). The atmosphere was surcharged with so much hostility and the
stoceedings of the Committee had been so acrimonious that even before the

!
had finished its deliberations the number of the British officers

Committee
dropped from 1200 tO 200.°

A series of schemes were contrived both in the United Kingdom and the
o make continued service of oversea personnel after

dependent territories t
A policy statement in Colonial No. 306

independence motre attractive.
issued in 1954 embodied the principles and obligations which her Majesty’s
d to accept towards oversea officers who had been

Government was prepare
State for Colonies. The White Paper defined

recruited by the Sectetary of
the conditions as follows :
1. So long as they remain in their existing employment, the govern-

ment of the territory concerned shall not alter their terms of service
so as to make them less favourable than those on which the officers

4. Taylor Cole, “Bureaucracy in Transition : Tndependent Nigetia,” Public Adprinis-

tration, Vol. XXXIII, Winter, 1960, p. 332:

5. Cited by Kenneth Younger, The Public Service in the New States, London, Oxford
University Press, 1960, p. 34

6. 1bid., p. 67-
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ate already serving.

1
2. The pensions and other benefits for which they or their de; :

ints
may be qualified under existing laws and regulations shall imi-
larly safeguarded.

3. They shall continue to be regarded by Her Majesty’s Gove,
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believed that with the dismantling of colenial edifice t%u:'fr job i {"Jrl;l;shlfec:i
Trained and tutored in the glamorous school of colonialism, :avn;gk -
u:dc-r l.llL‘ undiminished glory of imperialism, prospects, under ;:L lz
revolutionary regimes of new States seemed to.t?em bleak M;ld ;Jonri::: al rea;ons‘
I J.:'1icu};ics were further multiplied by pohtlca;anci ftsi)crcrezsogn v
f i ice r mental, monetary or dom o
Itwli: 'ML’T\!,:.I :}’fi]'i:; glates, the new rulers in several new counttlei::c;
ZL: . x more reluctant to retain them, To many of tie‘m S‘I:::cigmy.
cLuI‘ nial officers after independence :a; f'.m :.f{};:;n; I;c:;; :;;t LA
Almost all the liberation movements ha r.uf:1 i i3
1:;:. ;"1:}“‘1]“ and the reputed saying of a Filipino politician tha:;c hzéa:;f;iid—
e, ‘ . ) .11 with a government of his own than toheavex-l under :
Hpp “11 tg the temper of most of the nationalist leaders. Since
1dex to
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preach its proconsuls the view that masses in colonies were co

tented, Th(’}'
wanted peace and justice, and that independence was the cry o

mall group
of self-installed and self-interested leaders. Even in the twi light of colonial-
ism, when gusts of nationalism had beclouded the horizon there no dearth
of Englishmen who supported Lord Lloyds’ (High Commissio, . - in Egypt,
1925-9) typically proconsular advice that:
law and order, internal peace and quietness, impartial Justice, these
remain the only gifts about the advantages of which little argument will be
heard. And if this is true, then there is really only article of clief upon
which we can confidently depend—that good administration the first
requirement to be fulfilled and that al| other questions are subordinate
to it, 2
In India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon, through constitutior i, educa-
tional, and administrative reforms, the British Government had p; pared the
people of these lands politically and educationally to shoulder (.. responsi-
bilities of freedom.
But in African and some Far Eastern areas their policies suficred from
two basic inabilities,

Their nonchalance to the future of thesc

Till the beginning of the Second World W
overned their notions,

rritoties
was grievous,

ar the “oncept
of trusteeship i

After the War, under the i

a;lwact of
world opinion, or Pressure of internal regeneration of the colonial people,
Great Britain confronted the world with a volte-face and starte undoing
her imperial edifice in great ha

ste. ‘This alacrity w
of future some moments of ruminatio

can only say that this sudden disengag

confusion on hoth sides,

most critical moment of th
Moreover, they

i1l gi\'e the historian
n, but today’s student of world affairs
ement created a considerable amount of
In the life of Ovetsea civil servants this was the
eir career,

' did not e natives in
African colonies to 4 level where they could be masters of their own destiny.
The complexities of the modern State require that, besides personal qu

xpend sufficient efforts to educate the

alities
of i e ey ,

: hon-csty and integrity, an administrator muygt have a rich and enlightened
educ e : 8

ational background. For Instance Tanganyka became independent on

12,

Cited by Rupert Emerson, 0p. cit., p. 37,
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- December, 1961, but by mid-July of the s?me year neatly io i.,
b senior expatriate officers had given notices for compensa 1{0 ;
L l.‘“' 1l ::c‘(tafx;i!ard and education in the country can be ]uéged by thff .aCy
. UL(: ‘tl ere were only 84 African school students qualified for training
in 1960 th
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Aloofness became the new attitude of all me
services; it was a more dangerous form of
rariness; it would not tolerate even that |
subjects, which is formed by
British Administration made despotic government more inhum:
accessible to its subjects than Asiatic rulers or reckless conq
ever been.1t

mbers of

ast link between the des;

This glaring flaw of arrogant aloofness, uncommon ratic nality a
coldness towards the subjects people made the service

Sublime interest of the Empire was the primary

intcrcst of these .
servants of the Crown,

The historians of present-day Asian
nationalism are almost unanimous in their opinion that

phases of imperialism the alien bureaucracy was totally de
humanism which is the core of the art of governing
stiffnecked bureaucrat beljes the purpose of his job.

Tagore, the philosopher-poet of India, in his
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Fof e g ; 43
constitutional advancement used to create pertur]?anon 1::1 t?::;zl.{n]:r; m’:’tlr;ti
would fret and fume and manyl i:i sheer f;u;:::o:nzs; e
irement.  The constitutional history o o
:.eri:‘;i-u-nl example. In 1919 the British Government en}a;::]cci nl;ioz Vily
Cliclm-— ford Reforms in the sub-cont?;]ent. 'f:l: n:::t::; i
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senior officers left the service in 19208 R o R
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contention that mechanical application of rules is a gateway to good govern-
ment still persists.  Office codes, and books of regulations in Burma, Malaya,
TIndonesia, Vietnam are the same as were being used by the colonialist. Even
in India and Pakistan where leadership has been a little more enlightened and
dynamic, the dusty shelves of officers are still stuffed with manuals which
had been designed by their former masters. Mechanical application of rules
is not compatible with basic social changes in new societies. The newly in-
dependent States have problems which did not exist for the colonial adminis-
trators; as such it is in the fitness of things to change and guide the inherited
civil services so that they can comprehend new values and handle new jobs
comfortably. The administrator during the colonial period was ina Hamlet’s
state of mind, “that he was damned if ke did, and damned if he didn’t:
to undertake the reform of society was wantonly to impose alien idiosyncra
sies on a rounded and living culture. Whereas to refrain was to protect
the very backwardness which had justified intervention in the first place.””"”
The administrators of new States are not confronted with this dilemma anv
more. They know the hopes and aspirations of their people, they have an
idea of the dynamism unleashed by freedom, no socio-cultural inhibitions
block their way, needs and necessities of an emerging nation are writ largc
all around them. The only thing required is to keep their hand on the pulsc
of time, to be aware of the lightening developments, and work with a plastic
and responsive outlook. They ought to be mentors and not mastets.

The relationship between politics and administration is another probler
of considerable significance among the developing countries. The issu
in fact is universal. Bureaucracies in highly advanced democracies have
not been able to resolve this enigmatic proposition.

Are politics and
administration complementary to each other?

If so, then where and how
they complement each other? During the past two decades, academicians in
the field of public administration have been grappling with a host of whys
and wherefores around these two questions. But in countries with long
democratic tradition and political maturity, a manageable compromise has

been arrived at. A delicate line of demarcation has been created which has

19. Rupert Emerson, op. cit., p. 40.
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peen sanctificd by experience to an extent that chances of encroachment by

politicans and administrators upon each other’s domain are very remote.
In developing countries, on the other hand, where representative institutions
are in their infancy, political maturity and stability are yet 2 distant goal ; there
are many opportunities for suspicion and conflict among politicians and
administrators. K. M. Panikkar says :

It is necessary to remember that in the West it is the parliamentary

system that exis ted first and the civil services were created as instfumen.ts for
carrving out the policies of parliament. The evolution esprif de corps in the
new countries has been the reverse of this. The civil services wete long
established institutions with a strong esprit de corps, traditions of initia-
tive and direct contact with the people, but witha nonﬁdem‘ocratlc aPprSach
of paternalism, described appropriately in Indian slang as “Ma-Bapism™ or
being father and mother. ¢

This indicates that the role of the civil servant in Africa and Asia has
been totally different from the bureaucrats of America and some other
European count ries. In the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent he was known ?s
hakim, meaning judge, master, ruler, all combined in one. The word hakin
is derived from the Arabic word Jukm which means bridling, restraining,
judging. In Islamic theological terminology it is one of : th'c d1v1.nc
attributes of God also, Soif the word hakim was used for a Bristish Indla.n
Civil Servant, it was an index to his paternalistic outlock and role. This
custody of patronage, prestige and power has been challenged and the new

to withstand two conflicting forms of authority.
can be ignorant of the fact that politi-
v affect the work and efficiency

science of politics that in

pOliliC.’l] rulers have no desire

No student of gm'crnmcntal affairs
cian’s suspicion of the bureaucrat can adversel
of administration. Tt is an accepted thesis of the

order to fulfil the mission of a Welfare State, administrato
ffairs rub shoulders very closely. A

omprnmise can be the modus

rs at higher eche-

lons and politicians at the helm of 2

spirit of mutual reliance, confidence and ¢ 9 ‘
A disgrunt‘.ed and frustrated administration can

operandi between the two. : ki
political advancement of a society. i

block the way to economic and

% . ’ rCon T
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especially true today when the dominance of government in developing coun-
tries is almost unquestioned. Its spirit pervades in every walk of nati al life
In these countries private initiative and enterprise is limited : as such ¢ :\'(-1'n:
ment is constrained to undertake works of social uplift and economic better-
ment. ‘Thus there is nothing surprising about the fact that, within a short

-tirne, bureaucracies in these countries have nearly doubled themselves, Tt
is not a manifestation of the so-called Parkinson’s Law ; it is only an :‘-ldc\:
to inctreased activities of the government. In such circunmnn;x: cl'hql‘)
between a big government and a big bureaucracy can be suicidal. I Hi‘\-ik;
not particularly true of developing countries alone. Such a show -‘nl\\‘1‘
can be ruinous to any State or government irrespective of the civili '-iuﬂ’;
prog?e‘ss. Students of history are aware that the clash between a stubborn

politician and intransigent bureaucracy was one of the causes which scale
the destiny of the Weimar Republic. 4 B
In'most of the developing countries the delicate but inescapeablc line
separating the two vehicles of national progress is either nli\‘\‘i[;u ...1- Hll r ~J-”]L
Development is bound to be retarded or even threatened whc"r} tl‘:c bus I-L‘t :
makes an encroachment on the spheres of the representatives of tl .
and situation gets more dangerous when politicians di h--( -
legitimate jurisdictional competence of the burcaucrqr( lit;‘“'m']m‘ | '.! i
at. Politicians should

realise th'at, without strong and reliable administrative machinery g

st enh‘g}.“ﬂm‘ad decisions will be false in consequence. Kenn 'tl'\" s
of the opinion that “each period of creative endeavour 01;(15 in ‘ftrultr::l: n ; ]‘ 5
want of governmental machinery to carry the burden, the new sta [.Ln\.“; : : ¢ il::;

stability and i i
y and its capacity for democratic development may well be end
ay 2 endanger-
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21.  Kenneth Younger, op. cit., p. 73
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in an advantageous position. To ignore his advice is a luxury which poli-
ticians cannot afford. Political bosses ought to know that supine and spine-
yurcaucracy forfeits creativity, and that without its dynamic operative
force all their plans of industrialisation, schemes of rural and community
development will bea heap of fragmentary idealism. Many a time bureaucratic
delay, hesitation and red-tapism have strangulated sublime picces of legisla-
Sir Winston Churchill has drawn a brilliant picture of the relationship

a political boss and his civilian subordinate:

less |

tion.
between

No politician, however popular in the country or influential in
Parliament, can afford to be indifferent to the opinion formed of him by
civil servants through whom and by whom he works. Concealed from
the public eye among the deeper recesses of White-hall, seeking no fame,
clad with the special knowledge of life-long study, armed with the
of dozen cabinets, the slaves of the Lamp or of the Ring render

secrets

faithful and obedient service to whomsoever holds the talisman, Whatever
task he set, wise or foolish, virtuous ot evil, as they are commanded, so
they do. Yet their silent judgements of their masters and their projects

do not pass unheeded.
06 have assumed addi-

The words which Mr. Churchill wrote in 19
entury. The work

os and importance in the sixties of this ¢
of governments have multiplied to an extent which was unthinkable fifty
the world are pressed so much

years back. Law-making bodies all over
| varied types of legislation that it is simply impossible for them to go
circumstances they have naturally

while the administration is

tional meanin

with
into the minutest details. Under these

to confine their deliberation to skeleton outlines,

This is more so in developing
e left to State initiative.
s which have to
y the public.

expected to fill in meaty details of rules.

ues of national importance af
rgic ot careless in planning rule
merable sources of evasionb
stand that in a pmgressive State law-
of the same calibre. They form
p the government o even keel.
nherent privilege of bureau-

countries where all iss
If the bureauctracy is letha
pilot the policies, there can be innu
Thus it is incumbent upon us to under
making and rule-making bodies should be
sable wheels which can kee
re expected to safeguard the i

S. Chutchill, Lord Randolph Churchill, Vol. 11, London, Macmillan

the two indispen
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cracy, the bureaucrats too have certain obligations to society, Inm iny ex-
colonial countries the old civil servants have gone, but they have lef: 2 legal
and spiritual legacy which is not in hatmony with the needs of a free « untry,
Their predecessors in the jobs were not accustomed to political control,

Their sole tesponsibility was to the Minister of Colonies or in the cas

e of India
and Pakistan to the Secretary of State for India, but now there arc legislative
assemblies imbued with resurgent nationalism watching their activitics 11] the
time. Any harassment of public can immediately be subject of a cut-motion
or aquestion in a legislature, The days of sitting in the remote recesscs of the

sectetariat, watchfully guarded from the public gaze, are numbered. At
every step they are susceptible to face public pin-pricks and ministeriz] ;
faction, and this requires a change of outlook and approach. Itis not sufficicnt
to be on good terms with the politician; they

nale-

must possess unimpeachable

moral and professional integrity. Tkeir honesty should be unquestioned and
“service before self” should be the torchlight of their actions. Above all
they should work with a crusader’s spitit against nepotism, the greatest of all
bureaucratic vices. Nepotism, if kept within the circle of private lifc, is a
great virtue, but when it is implanted in publiccareerit becomesa corroding

fallacy. Charity begins at home, is a coveted moral equipment. One must

be considerate to dependants, friends and relatives, but not at the c

t of
State or society.

It is a pertinent case of private virtue becoming a public
sin.

The ideal portrayed above, however, is not casy to attain. It requires
intensive efforts, vision and imagination of all concerned in this uphill

:.ah‘i\'.
To tenovate the existing bureaucratic structure in a way that it becomes

suitable to the changed circumstances is the pri

mary job for administrative
teform in developing countries,

Change is an agonising process. It has to
overcome several barriers of resistence, There is no difference, however,
between old and new countries in this matter, Ap imperceptible apprehen-

an blood, but relying upon man’s
ope that with careful manipulation
skills administration can be what it is

sion ot even horror of change runs in hum
ingenious and plastic character, one can h
of human resources and training
expected to be,
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AN ANALYSIS OF AURANGZEB’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS
QUTB SHAH

YAR MUHAMMAD KHAN

Some writers have highly disapproved of the attitude of Aurangzeb to-
wards Muslim States of the Deccan and have attributed his policy to his
religious fervour. But a minute examination of the contemporary Persian
and European sources shows that the behaviour of the rulers of Bijapur
and Golconda towatds the Mughal Emperor forced the latter to resort to
the course he did.

It is generally believed that Akbar was a liberal and farsighted ruler
while Alamgir was rigid and intolerant. In fact, in a country like India with
a majority of Hindu population and divergent customs and religions, Akbar
was an abnormal and Alamgir was a normal product of his time. It was
Akbar who initiated the expansionist policy of bringing the South under the
North. The policy was followed by Jahangir and Shah Jahan. Alamgir
simply completed the work of his predecessors.

The treaty of 1636 between the Mughals and Golconda reduced Abdullah
Quthb Shah to a vassal of the Mughals and he promised to pay an annual tribute
of two lacs of huns. Due to the insubordination of Qutb Shah, the Mughals
once again besieged Golconda in 1656. However, through the interference
of Dara and Jahan Ara, members of the so-called “peace party’” at the
court, peace was concluded in March 1656 and Qutb Shah agreed to pay an
indemnity of one kror of rupeesand arrears of the annual tribute. Prince
Aurangzeb left Aurangabad on 5 February 1658 for the North to contest
the throne.

Abdullah Qutb Shah came to throne in 1626 at the age of twelve and
ruled for forty-six years. He was a man of sensual habits and the administra-
tion of the State was first conducted by his mother Hayat Bakhsh Begum
and, after her death, by Abdullah’s eldest son-in-law Sayyid Ahmad. Under
Abdullah Qutb Shah, Hyderabad had become the Indian Babylon, with itg
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20,000 public women, some of whom danced before the king in public on
every Friday. The city had countless taverns close to these women'’s quarters,
where1200 large leather bottles of fermented palm-juice were consumed daily.!
Accotding to Bernier, “Confusion and misrule are the natural and unavoid-
able consequences of this state of things. The grandees totally disregarded
the commands of the ruler.”” Thus Golconda was hastening towards its
destruction.

Alamgir’s preoccupations in Northern India did not permit him to tackle
the situation in the South till the rebellion of his son Akbar in 1681 posed
a challenge to the stability of his empire. In order to meet this unexpected
challenge Alamgir marched in 1683 towards Bijapur. It was during his
stay in the South that Aurangzeb came to know of Qutb Shah’s secret alliance
with the enemies of the Mughals, i.e. the Marathas.

Before going into details of the political crisis in Golconda and its ulti-
mate annexation to the Mughal Empire, we will first examine Golconda-
Mughal relations from 1656 to 1686.

As a vassal of the Mughals, Qutb Shah should have obeyed imperial
otders but, instead, he helped the enemies of Alamgir, the Marathas and the
Adil Shahis. When Sivaji affected his escape in 1666 from Agra, Abdullah
Qutb Shah helped the former with war material.

Abul Hasan ascended the Golconda throne in April 1672 after the death
of Abdullah. His attitude towards the Mughals was equally hostile. When
Sivaji was hard pressed by Khan Jahan Bahadur, the imperial commander,
the Maratha chief went to Hyderabad in 1677 to exact a huge amount from
Qutb Shah. Abul Hasan behaved like 2 humble vassal of Sivaji, placed
a necklace of gems round his horse’s neck and promised to pay him an annual
subsidy of one lac of huns.> Sivaji promised to regain all Qutb Shahi forts
from Bijapur and to hand them over to Qutb Shah. Qutb Shah also made
an offensive and defensive pact with Sivaji against the Mughals.

1. ‘Tavernier, pp. 128-9 ; Jadunath Sarkar, Shors History of Aurangzeb, p. 256.
2, Bernier, pp. 194-5.

3. Sarkar, p. 257.
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1 With the help of Qutb Shahi army Sivaji captured several forts from
| Bijapur including Parnalla, Satara and Rajgadh but none of these mighty
| forts was delivered to Qutb Shah except two or three smaller ones. * :
J The decadent state of administration of Golconda led to the Mughal
| invasion. Abul Hasan dismissed in 1674 his Amir-ul-Umara Sayyid Muzaffar,
i'he person responsible for bringing him to the throne from premiership.®
Madanna was appointed as Mir Jumla with the title of Surya Parkash Rao.
E Madanna displaced Persians and Turks who had enjoyed the Qutb Shahi
patronage for more than two hundred years and appointed his own relatives
instead. Akanna, his elder brother, was appointed Mujamdar and com-
mandet-in-chief; Asanna, his cousion, was made governor of Warrangal.

Yankanna, entitled Rustam Rao, was made Sar-lashkar. Not only the central
government was dominated by the relatives of Madanna but also the province
of Karnatak, which was governed by Lingappa and Yankanna, was equally in
their grip. No sooner had Madanna established himself than he impriso'ned
his predecessor Sayyid Muzaffar and his son Sayyid Hashim. However, the
captives managed their escape and joined the Mughal service.®
That the people of Golconda were being opptessed by Madanna’s
intolerable administration, is recorded both by Mauntakhab-nl-Lubab and
Maathir-i Alamgiri. “It was reported to the Emperor in 1094/1684 that
Madanna and Akanna have oppressed the Muslims. The forbidden is being
practised and made legal. The Qutb Shahis, with the help of wretched
Sambhaji, have captured some parts of the imperial Telingana.”” Alamgir
became furious on the receipt of this news. He wrote to his Hazjib at Gol-
conda, ““This faithless wretch [i.e. Abul Hasan] has given power in his State
i to an infidel and made Sayyids, Shaikhs and learned men subject to that man.
He has permitted openly all kinds of vices. Day and night he is busy in
committing shameful sins and fails to make a distinction between Islam and

4. Khafi Khan Muntakhab-ul-Lubab, Bib. Indica Series; Vol. 11, pp. 345, 340.
5. Muhammad Saqi Mustaid Khan, Maathir-i Alamgivi, Bib. Indica, p. 227; Khafi
Khan, Vol. I1, p. 313.

6. Khafi Khan, p. 293.
7. Ibid., p. 293; Shah Nawaz Khan, Maathir-u/-Umara, Vol. 111, pp. 627-39.
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‘kufr’. He has made himself accursed before God and man by helping the
infidels and giving one lac of huns recently to the infidel Sambhaii

The help given by Qutb Shah to Sikandar Adil Shah durin: (he siege
of Bijapur by the imperialists in 1686 became one of the causes of (| ultimate
fall of Golconda. In 1684, Alamgir sent Princes Muazzam and Azam to
reduce the Maratha territory. ‘The Emperor instructed Adil Shah 1o render
full support to the imperialists in crushing Sambhaji. Adil Shah vas asked
to supply a contingent of sooo horse and a passage for imperial forces
through Bijapur territory. Defying imperial orders, Adil Shah helped the
Marathas secretly. Alamgit then ordered the annexation of Bijapur.?

During the siege of Bijapur in 1686, Abul Hasan wrote secret lctrers to
his envoy Muhammad Jafar at the imperial camp at Sholapur. Muhammad
Jafar was placed under vigilant surveillance and his mail was intercepted by
the imperialists. The objectionable letters were first sent to the Empetor
before these were passed on to the addressees.’® Once Abul Hasan wrote
a boastful letter to Muhammad Jafar in which he overestimated his power.
It reads : “We had been respectful to our opponent in the past. Finding
that the enemy [i.e. Alamgir] has besieged Bijapur and exploited the poor
condition of the orphan Sikandat, we do not respect him any more. The best
solution of the problem would be that Sambhaji should assist the | Ipless
Sikandat on one side and T should send Khalil Ullah Khan Palang-hamla on
the other to advance with 40,000 soldiers. We should then sclc on which
front and with whom the enemy shall meet. The Quth Shahis, who are at
present in contact with the Mughals at Chabutra-i Kotwali should not be

disheartened as we shall manage soon to affect
Thtemam Khan presented the abo

ly ordered Prince Muhammad Muazzam, also knownas Shah Alam, and Khan
Jahan Bahadur to advance towards Golconda,

khilat, a jewelled dagger and twenty horses to P

their freedom,”’1!
ve letter to the Emperor who immediate-

The Emperor gave a special

rince Muhammad Muazzam.

8. Khafi Khan, Vol. I1, p. 328,
9. Sarkar, pp. 246-7,
10, Maathir-i Alamgiri, p. 26o.
1. Ibid.
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Despite the fact that the Mughals were busy in the siege of Bijapur, strong
contingents were despatched to reinforce him.2

In order to avoid armed conflict, Shah Alam presented the following
peace terms to Ibrahim Khan, the Qutb Shahi commander : return of im-
perial districts of Seram and Ramgir to the Mughals; payment of arrears of the
annual tribute; dismissal of Madanna and Akanna; and a surety from Abul
Hasan for better administration in Golconda. But the Deccani commander
refused to surrender to imperial demands.’* A battle took placein the neigh-
bouthood of Malkhed in which the Deccanis sustained heavy losses and fled
towards Hyderabad. = Shah Alam and Khan Jahan did not pursue the enemy
and they were reprimanded by the Emperor for their lethargy. !+

The disunity between the “foreigners” and the Deccanis at this critical
time weakened the Qutb Shahi cause. The Deccanis accused Ibrahim Khan
of poor generalship at Malkhed. The general became furious and left
Hyderabad and went to the Mughal camp on 18 October 1685. The Mughals,
who were always on the lookout for such an opportunity, welcomed Ibrahim
Khan. The Emperor gave Ibrahim Khan the lofty title of Mahabat Khan
and appointed him to the rank of 6ooo zat and 4ooo suwar. 'The Qutb
Shahi general was not the only officer who deserted Qutb Shah; he was fol-
lowed by more renegades. Dawud, Muhammad Taugqji, Sharif-ul-Mulk and
Zain-ul-Abidin were next to join the Mughal service. Sharif-ul-Mulk
was given the rank of 3000 zat and 300 suwar, while Dawud and Muhammad
Tauqi were appointed to the rank of 2000 zat and 200 suwar each. !5

The news of the desertion of the Qutb Shahi officers disheartened
Qutb Shah, who left Hyderabad and fled to the Golcondafort. The Mughals
occupied Hyderabad easily. The king’s flight was so precipitate that all his
valuable furniture, carpets, etc., were left behind to be indiscriminately looted.
Hundreds of people perished duting this catastrophe. Peace could only be
restored through the efforts of Khan Jahan.®

12, Ibid.,, pp. 261-2.

13. Khafi Khan, Vol. II, p. 296.
14. Ibid., pp. 296-7.

15.  Maathir-i-Alamgiri, p. 260.
16. Khafi Khan, Vol. II, p. 297.
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Hard pressed by the besiegers, Abul Hasan sent petitions to the ptince
suing for peace. Shah Alam also wanted the credit for the submission of
Abul Hasan. He, therefore, recommended to the Emperor to forgive Abul
Hasan. Peace was thus concluded in May 1586 on the following terms :
(¢) payment by Abul Hasan of one karor twenty lacs of huns ; (77) dismissal of
both Madanna and Akanna ; (7i7) surrender of Malkhed and Serum. Though
Abul Hassan had agreed to the terms, he still hesitated to dismiss his Brah m.:'m
wazirs. The problem was solved soon. Both the brothers were murdered
by the slaves of Qutb Shah and their heads were sent to Alamgir, 17

The news of Mughal success was conveyed to the Emperor throush
Mir Hashim. Shah Alam himself reached the imperial camp at Sholapur :;n
7 June 1686, where he was welcomed by the Emperor, and promoted to the
exalted rank of 40,000 zat and 30,000 suwar, 18 Nobles including Khan Jahan
and Ibrahim Khan (entitled Mahabat Khan) were given #&hilat andbv‘.«‘u-
able gifts,??

The peace proved to be temporary. Alamgir’s hands were tied on
account of the siege of Bijapur. He, therefore, wanted to gain some time
to settle finally with Golconda. The period from April 1686 till the extinc-
tion of Golconda in September 1687 was an appropriate period for Abul
Hasan to show his loyalty and sincerity to the Mughal Emperor but he was
averse to the Mughal cause. He effected no change in his policy towards
the imperialists. The gulf was widened further by the attitude of his nobles
and generals. The extinction of the last Muslim State in the Deccan could
have been postponed, if not avoided, for some time, had Abul Hasan fulfilled
the peace terms and desisted from rendering any
Marathas.

Why was Abul Hasan bent upon a policy hostile to the Mughals?
Firstly, it was due to his own personal failings. He was a debauch and

left the administration to his nobles who kept their own selfish motives
above the interest of the

help to Sikandar and the

State. The rivalry between the “foreigners” and the
17 Maathir-i Alamgiri, p. 272,

18. K‘haﬁ Khan, Vol. 11, p. 299; Maathir-t Alamgiri, p. 267.
19. Khafi Khan, Vol. II, p-299;

Maathir-i Alamgiri, P 267.
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Deccanis weakened the Qutb Shahi cause. Abul Hasan was throughout
his life an indolent ruler and almost an imbecile. He was more interested in
women and music and was rightly called “Tana Shah”.

Secondly, Qutb Shah had matrimonial alliance with the Adil Shahis.
Thus Qutb Shah felt obliged to help the Adil Shahis who preferred to follow
a policy of expediency for political reasons.

Thirdly, the Marathas overpowered the Qutb Shahis by diplomacy and
led them to believe that they wete better allies than any other power.

Fourthly, due to their geographical position and cultural affiliations, the
Deccanis wete closer to the Marathas than to the Mughals.  The mercantile
trade of the Deccanis was controlled by either the Portuguese or the Marathas.
[ife in Golconda was dominated more by the Southern Indian culture and
Hindu influences than the Indo-Muslim civilisation of the Mughals of the
North. Qutb Shah ignored the fact that both Adil Shah and the Marathas
had been plundering Golconda’s wealth and territory. The Marathas who
claimed to be the chief patrons of the Qutb Shahis, in fact, rose at the expense
of the Muslim States of the Deccan.

The attitude of the Qutb Shahi nobles and generals heightened the
crisis.  On the recommendation of Shah Alam, the Emperor sent some
cifts to Qutb Shah through Mir Abdul Karim according to Maathir-i

[lamgiri, and Mir Hashim according to Khafi Khan. When the royal party
rcached the suburbs of Hyderabad, it was attacked by Shaikh Nizam, the
(Qutb Shahi commander., The gifts were seized and many members of the
imperial party were killed. Mir Abdul Karim was seriously injured and
made captive. When Qutb Shah was apprised of the situation he apologised
t» the Emperor and sent back Mir Abdul Karim.?°

Many critics of Alamgir, including Sarkar, have ignored the cause of the
final invasion of Golconda and dismissed it ““as an unprovoked war between
Muslims.’#*  But a minute study of the circumstances will show that it was
Abul Hasan and not the religious bigotry of Alamgir that was responsible for
the fall of Golconda kingdom.

20,  Maathir-i Alamgiri, pp. 268-9; Khafi Khan, Vol. II, p. 315.
21, Sarkar, pp. 263-4.
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Abul Hasan failed to fulfil the terms of the treaty of May 1686. He

had promised to improve the administration but could not or won

Muhammad Sagqj, the author of Maathir-i  Alamgiri, writes -

Id not.

“Islam and
its followers were humiliated by the Hindus in Golconda. Sambhaii 1ore vail-
ed over Abul Hasan and the latter offers countless money as subsidy to the
former. The Emperor tepeatedly warned Abul Hasan not to assist Sambhaji
but all warnings went in vain, 2

The other cause of the invasion was the fion-payment of the arrears of the
annual tribute. Abul Hasan Promised to pay one crore twenty lakh rupees as
arrears of “peshkesh” but he dig notsend more than one hundred elephants,

He withheld the annual tribute of tw

o lakhs of huns.  Saadat Khan,
Mughal envoy, waited for many

the
months to collect the “peshkesh” but
to do so. Abul Hasan excused himself by saying that since he had no cash
to pay the Mughals, Saadat Khan could enter the
jewels and ornaments from the pers
of Abul Hasan ig proved by

ally in those days.?3

failed

toyal harem and remove
ons of the royal ladies, By t the treachery
the fact that he sent one lakh huns to his Maraha
Alamgir was thus convinced that, unless he c

aptuted Golconda, it would
be impossible for him to crush the Maratha po

wer.  Thus it is inaccur te
to say that the Marathas kept the Deccan States

The fact is that the Deccanis w
power all along. The Deccan
Mughal Empire and the

alive for such a long time.
ere responsible for kceping the Marathas in
States served as a buffer State between the
Maratha territory.
remove that stumbling block from his way.
border closer to that of the Marathas to I
from the theatre of war,

Alamgir thus determined to
He was €ager to stretch his

1ammer a final blow on them, nearer

k himself to the bitterest
enemies of the Mughals., When Alamgir was convinced that Qutb Shah
22, Maathip-; Alamgirs, pPp. 285-6

23.  Khafi Khan, Vo, 1T, pp. 323-

s 308,

4, 328,
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would not do as he wished, he left Sholapur for Golconda on 29 Muhatram
o097 intending to conquet that kingdom.?* .
lll97.31][1];:]illa1gn was O(idered to lead the advance guard and. ‘p.ickefi soldlervs
like Firoz Jang and Qilich Khan wete sent to reinforce the invading arrz;
On the advance of the Mughal army, Abul Hasan left Hyderabad}‘m c1;:1(3 y
and took shelterin the fort of Golconda. The Emperor followed his :; v:nrcte
guard and pitched his tents at a distanczsof;ne kos from Golconda fort,
g i-ul-Awwal 1097/27 January 1687.
o Ai:i;bgoilt;;porary :;d modern writers have .remarked Gn'the s;rienitz
and impregnibility of the fortress of Golconda which was known as 1 a;n :
wer Dev Rae. When the Bahmanids came into power the?r captute : it}
O Eir Qutb-ul-Mulk, a slave of Sultan Muhammad Shah Bahmani and gover no;
(-: -‘. : lconda, declared himself independent (1518), bf?came th(, ﬁr.st Sultan o
the Qutb Shahi dynasty, and made Golconda the capital of his kmgdorfl-.th .
| '\t"hc fort is situated on a hillock. It is an irregular rhombus, wi

1£ pbﬂ ﬁz on Nnex d Q) 118 O -eastern f C¢. .fA Stfoﬂg
ugn tag a cXe t 1 | lﬂ easte a Cf(’.llellﬂte([

wall of granite, over four miles in length and of great th%ck.ness, st;rro.uncls
the f’urtl. which is further defended by eighty-seven Semz-cu'cu.lar astlotn(;
each from 5o to 6o feet high and built of solid rocks of gramte‘ (femente
together, séme of them weighing more thana ton. The eight massive %a ers
(‘ |\ ha’\‘c safely defied any artillery known to the sevr.en'teenth l;:en l];:t
Outside is a deep ditch, fifty feet broad, with s.to_ne-rctammfh “;ath:r b
(j'n lconda really consists of four distinct forts joined to ea

included in the same lines of circumvallation. The lowest ofltfize;svtal:cz
outermost enclosure into which one enters by Fath Darwaza. Sk
tract covered with mansions of the nobles, bazzf.rs, mos?ues, Hc pth;
liers’ barracks, powder magazines andveven cultivated fields. Here
population of Hyderabad used to live in time of war. .{ it
| [n the west is the Bala Hisar, standing on a bed of solid granite,

: : i e and there
being formed by huge boulders with connecting f:uigainSftlg; % e
) 1 o . o : a
i :w pets that tower far overhead. This is the citadel o ?
andad parape d

Maathir-i Alamgiri, pp. 286-7.
25. Ibid., p. 288,
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kernal of the whole fort. At the north-eastern corner of the f
mound commanding parts of Golconda, but it was enclosed by
added to the fort under the name of the Naya Qila by Sultan Ab. llah Quth
Shah as a defensive structure after Alamgir’s first iny

U stands g

wall and

asion in 16:6.
Abul Hasan overestimated his strength when he instructed |

to capture the Emperor alive if possib] S i it] o
possible and to present him with 1] marks
offes.pect at the Golconda court. The commanders excused themselves for
their intention of showing no mercy to Alamgir in case he wa: ptured
on the plea that their hearts were burning with anger,27 ; |
. The Mughals drove away the Deccanis who had assembled in the dry :
dl‘tc.h under the cover of heavy fire, The exchange of bullets co; 'inucd- |
'thch' Khan, the imperial general, lost his life due to enemy’s fir : 'l'hc. '
?mpenal camp suffered from disunity. Firoz Jang and Saf Shirl; an Khan were
jealous of each other. Even Saf Shikan Khan had to be imprisoned at one i
stage by the Emperor. However, when he was set free on 22 June 168+ |
4 /s

after five months he was restored to his original

appointmentas Mir-i Atish.29
The other factors responsible for the

: prolongation of the sicoe are
mentioned below, L -
Heavy raj i i
S yl dns caused havoc in the tmperial camp,  Maathir-i A/, oiri
{ : Alamg ‘
1 and seemed like flooded rivers due to rains, an d pestilenc ALl ‘
: |

1 not be supplied
Hundreds of soldiers perished .
that it was
that the dead were throw
w?s SO infense that people started e
rains stopped after some months a

of food and fodder, soldiers were re
flood.??30

to the Mughal encampment. 3
The death 1 rom p(w.li nce
ate was so heavy '
eaAvy : i
P r ~ - "
separately, 10t possible to buty each cos

‘,'!1'\‘,'
h into the river., The scarcity of food

ating their own fellow beings. When
nd roads became acce

: ssible for import
lieved of the mise

ry caused by rains and
26. Ibid., PP- 300-1; Satkar, pp. 260.1,

27.  Khafi Khan, Vol IL, p. 328,
28,

Maathir-i Alamgiri, pp. 288-91.
29. 1Ibid., pp. 290-1,
30. Ihid., Pp- 291-2.
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The indiffetent attitude of Shah Alam during the coutse of siege matred
Mughal success. Zahir-ud-Din Faruki makes a passing reference to his
behaviour without discussing the reasons for the treacherous part played by the
prince.’  Jadunath Sarkar has offered an apology for the conduct of the
prince. He writes, “Prince Shah Alam was a soft pleasure-loving nature
and constitutionally averse to strenuous exertion and heroic enterprise. He
did not wish to see a brother sovereign like Abul Hasan utterly ruined. ‘This
generous impulse'was mingled with a more sordid feeling : if he could induce
Abul Hasan to sue for peace through his mediation, then he himself would
be proclaimed in the official reports as the conqueror of Golconda. Abul

Hasan’s agents secretly visited Shah Alam with costly presents, begging him
to use his influence with the Emperor to save Abul Hasan’s throne and
dynasty.’’32

" The author of Maathir-i Alamgiri does not explain the real motive of the

prince’s attitude, He simply records that rumours of Shah Alam’s insin-

cerity were in the air for many months, but the Emperor did not pay any heed
to them. Shah Alam fell completely under the influence of Abul Hasan,
particularly during- the siege of Golconda, Nawab Fitoz Jang Bahadut
intercepted the communications passing between Shah Alam and Abul Hasan,
He showed the Emperor some letters of Shah Alam’s addressed to Abul
Hasan., Other evidence also confirmed the duplicity of ‘the prince.
Alamgir acted promptly. Shah Alam and his three sons were arrested in

the Emperor’s ““Tasbih Khanah.”*

What had prompted Shah Alam to adopt such a course of action, when
his father had made up his mind to annex Golconda to the Mughal Empire?
Tt seems that Shah Alam wanted to impress Abul Hasan with his sympathy
towards him to avert hostilities. He wished to prolong the siege so that
sheer exhaustion would compel the Mughals to come to terms with Abul
Hasan without annexing his State. If he could succeed in his design, he could
depend on Abul Hasan’s suppott in any possible war of succession after the

31. Zahir-ud-Din Faruki, Aurangzeb and His Times, pp. 315-6.
32. Sarkar, p. 262.

53« Maathir-i Alamgiri, pp. 293-4.
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Emperor’s death. Alamgir was sixty-nine. The sons of
started preparing themselves for a bid for the throne,
Alamgir himself had taken a similar attitude

A_!nmgi[ had

towards the ruler of Bijaput
in 1657 by relaxing the peace terms when he left the Deccan for the North
to contest the Mughal throne., Before his march towards the North to
contest the throne, Alamgir demanded a contingent of 10,000 horse from

Bijapur but Adil Shah evaded the demand. It can be concluded that Shah

Alam was also ttying to follow the policy of his father, who v
allow his own son to play a double

The siege dragged on for mozre than eight months, he Mughal
soldiers were exhausted but not the determinat
himself supervised the wotk of minin
to prevent the entry of soldiers or supp

ould never
game with him,

ion of the Emperor, A lamgir
g and digging of trenches. In order
ly of corninto the fort a wal

lof wood
and earth was built around the fort,3+ When Qutb Shah felt sure of his
fall, he requested the Emperor to pardon him, In view of his past n isdeeds,

his request was turned down.
While the imperialists were
they also continued secretly to {
Mughal service ang Promised the
Nizam, one of the besieged Qu

attempting to capture the fort by storm,
nduce the Qutb Shahj nobles to join the
m high ranks in the imperial army. Shaikh
tb Shahi nobles, presente

appointed

He was also rewarded with
one lakh of rupees in cash, thitty Arab ang Iragi horses, two elephants, a
special &hilat and , jewelled dagger. The three sons of Shajk
Malik Munawwar, Shaikh Lada
mansabs, 35

h Nizam,

and Shaikh Abdullah were also given high

The besieged became disheart
up to the fosse.

ened when the imperial lines were pushed
¢ mounted on earthworks to keep back
made to scale the walls by night,
hey started coming over to the i

When the
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Bakhshi-ul-Mulk in the fort through the postern gate he was commanding.
Bakhshi-ul-Mulk went to the private apartment of Abul Hasan and Ruhullah
Khan arrested the last ruler of the Qutb Shahi dynasty.’® The Emperor
treated his royal prisoner with respect, Abul Hasan was granted an annuai
pension of 50,000 rupees and was lodged in the fortress of Daulatabad:3'
The fort fell on 24 Zilqad 1098/21 September 1687.% Mir Abdul Karim
composed the following chronogram on the conquest of Golconda: 3
(1-9a) b Sl odis™ I dus -

Some modern writers have asserted that the conquest of Golconda was
achieved through treachery. ** If in modern times, the obtaining .Of .the
sccrets of other States is regarded as an act of intelligence and the wmnfng
over of the enemy is labelled as diplomacy, why then should the sa‘me-: }-:md
of act be taken as treachery in the case of Golconda? The Deccam? joined
the Mughal service only when they lost all hope of success and their ranks
were thinning. : didh

Jadunath Sarkar, Lane-Poole*! and other modern writers have. cr1t1c15€F1
j::rir‘s Deccan policy. According to them, it was an expression of his
.I";US. bigotry. If anti-Shia feelings could have been the only reason, as
is “r,.:i"(.1‘21“\-'::.11‘1(:];31'81100(1, then why did Alamgir give these States a free hani
for a period of thirty years? Alamgir repeatedly demanded frt:_)n"l bo;1
States their wholehearted co-operation against the commo.n enemy, Le. the
Marathas. ‘The reply which Alamgir gave to Sikanc.lar Adﬂ- S.hah c.>nIt;':e eve
of the conquest of Bijapur would be more apposite in e:i:plammg his g

i the kingdom of 2 Muslim
policy.  Sikandar requested the Emperot to spi_ue T
brother. Alamgir replied that he had no de51r.e to conquer Bij pt .cting
had come to capture the Maratha chief whom Adil Shah had been protecting.

36. Ibid., p. 299.

37. Ibid., p. 307.

38.  Ibid., pp. 299-300.
Ibid., p. 300.

Zahir-ud-Din Faruki, op. cit., p. 316; Sarkar, p.268; Abdul Majid Siddiqui, History
40. Zahir-ud- » Op. Cit.,

/,f Golee rjr'.f(r, p- 296.
41. Lane-Poole, Aurangzeb, pp. 169-87.
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The moment he fell into his hands he would return to the North, But
Adil Shah refused to help Alamgir,
- Aftet the treaties of 1636 and 1656-7, both Bijapurand Golconda had be-

come tributary and subordinate States of the Mughals, their reig:
subject to Mughal control. No paramount power could tolerate f
that its vassal state should have direct ot indirect contacts with a P
toit. It was, therefore, binding on these States to assist the Mugl
the Marathas. The Deccan States should hav
preferred to unfurl the flag of rebellion against the Mughals.
should have made a free and open alliance with the M
have co-operated whole-heartedly with the M ug
they adopted a tortuous policy of half-heartedly siding with t]
and secretly helping the Marathas,

e taken a firm stand

They tried to deceive Alamgir but in
fact they deceived themselves, 13 Sarkar, the great critic of Alam admits
that Sivaji could raise his power and extend his dominion only at the cost

of the Deccan States.

Alamgir warned Abul Hasan of his treacl
of helping Sambhaji

but Abul Hasan paid no heed to im
In fact the Maratha leaders never justified the confidence
They derived immense benefits from the treaties
Qutb Shah but they never fulfille
dom, **

1erous policy
perial w Lrnings:
reposed in them.
which they concluded with
d their obligations in relation to his king-

Being the paramount ruler, Ala
internal matters of Golconda. He
to transfer the administration fro
had suffered heavily under the aq

Regarding
twelve years of

mgir was justified in interfering in the
Wwas within his rights in asking Abul Hasan
m Hindu hands to Muslim,
ministration of
the misrule of Abul Hasan, Sa
Madanna’s ministry,
was marked by the same disor
matters naturally

The Muslims
Madanna and Akanna, *5

rkar remarks, “During the
internal administration of the country
derand tyranny as in the reign of Ab¢

Q lullah, and
declined from bad to worse and not

hing was thought of

43. Faruki, p, 346, "
44. Sarkar, Vol, IV, p. g ; Sidd
45-  Maulana Shibl;, Aurangz

42. _Fawki, PP- 344-5; Sarkar, P 251,

i‘{'—'i, P 250.

N'-azar, bp; 7-16:

el Par Fg

1 P .ch_\' was
r'a moment
wwer hostile
hals against
if they had
Fither 1llcy
arathas or they should

hals against them. Byt

1C ;'\.lughals
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but peeling: and squeezirig ‘the people.’’#® - -At- another. place Satrkat: adds,
“‘Resigning his royal functions to his Wazir Madanna, Sultan Abul Hasan shut:
himself in his palace with a host of concubines and dancing girls.”# - Abul
Hasan’s character is further explained in Maathir-ul-Umara, when its author
writes, ‘“Abul Hasan was so much absorbed in debauchery that during. his:
fifteen years’ rule he never went beyond his capital and travelled only oge kos
W a"n Hyderabad and Muhammad Nagar.”% : s

Alamgir never tolerated. that the Sayyids and the Mashaikh should be
treated with contempt in Gelconda®® and he should remain a silent ovetlooker

bet

justice in the State. He, therefore, was justified in dislodging a ruler

\bul Hasan and annexing his State.

It Alamgirhad been prejudiced, as has been represented by some writers,
he could never have treated Abul Hasan with kindness that he ldid.ﬁf’ T.he
iperor could have beheaded Abul Hasan for his misdeeds but his generosity:
d his prisoner’s life. “When Abul Hasan was presented before the

: R e :
‘mperor, he was trembling,” writes Maathir-i Alamgiri, “but in the end he

praised Alamgir for his behaviour towards him.”* Abul Hasan recognised
the consequences of his policy towards the Mughals and he seem:id to have
been satisfied with the state of affairs after the fall of Golconda. Khafi Khan
recotds the statement of Abul Hasan to this effect, ““Though born of royalty,
I have been trained in youth in the school of poverty. Iknow how to take
pleasure and pain with equal indifference. I am thankful to God who has

made me a beggar, then a king and now a beggar again, but who never with-
draws His gracious care from His slaves, but sends to each man his allotted
share of food I am glad that the kingdom is being entrusted to God-

ip.2252
fearing ruler like Aurangzeb Alamgir.

Sarkar, p. 255.
Ibid., p. 256.
4 Maathir-i Alamgiri, p. 309.
49. Khafi Khan, Vol. II, p. 328.
50.  Maathir-i Alamgiri, p. 309,
51. Ibid., p. 300.
52. Khafi Khan, Vol. II, pp. 362-4+
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After the conquest of Goleonda, the Mughal Emperor showed kindness
to the family of the deposed king.  Its male members were given high ranks
in the Mughal army and daughters were given in marriage to Mughal nobles,
Abdullah, the adopted son of Qutb Shah, was given a mansab of 4000 zat
and 4000 suwar and his three daughters were married with cerermn, nial due tg
their noble birth. The eldest was married to Sikandar Adil Shah, the ex-king
of Bijapur, the second to a Mughal noble Muhammad Umar and the third t;)
Inayat Khan, son of Prime Minister Asad Khan, %

After a stay of about two months, Alamgir left Hyderabad fo: Bijapur,
The administration of the country was entrusted to able hand \manat
Khan was appointed Diwan of the entire Deccan while Abdul Wahab was
made Diwan-i Hyderabad, Amanat Kkan wrote off the State demand on
the ploor cultivators. When the Emperor came to know of this, he approved
of this benevolent act, 54 The administration and the general life wa: A;-wwrhr
to normal, -

3. Siddiqui, p, 289,
54.  Khafi Khan, Vol II, p. 38a,

ORGANISATION OF THE ARMY UNDER THE SULTANATES
OF THE DECCAN!

IFTIKHAR AHMAD GHAURI

General Remarks.—During the early days of the conquest of the Deccan
the Muslim rulers employed only Muslim cavalry, composed exclusively of
Arab and Persian contingents. With the establishment of the Bahmani
kingdom (1347), direct contact with the North ended and there was no hope
of getting any large number of Muslim recruits from that direction. The
supply of Muslim cavalry never matched the demand of the conquerors.
‘Alav’d-Din Hasan Bahman Shah Bahmani, the founder of the Bahmani
kingdom (1347—s58), hit upon the plan of seducing the Afghan and Turk

nobles from the allegiance of the Tughluq Empire and some of them did join
him along with their troops.? These desertions were not enough, however,
to mect the needs of the Deccani rulers. Even Habshis wete employed to
make up the deficiency, but in vain. That is why these Sultans also encourag-
ed the immigration by sea of Muslims from Iran, Iraq and Turkestan parti-
cularly to fill in the higher ranks of the army. But again they did not have
complete success. It was owing to these circumstances that the separation
between the conqueror and the conquered, generally maintained by the
Muslimus of the North, broke down in the South. They were forced to
employ Hindus in their main armies. The peculiar circumstance which
favoured them was that with the extinction of the Yadava kingdom of Maha-
rashira in the fourteenth century, a large number of Hindu soldiers became
uneriployed; they gathered round their native leaders in small bands and
hired out their services to the Muslim rulers. The warlike tribes, Beydars,

1. This paper deals essentially with the army organisation in the Deccani Sultanates

of Bijapur and Golconda. The organisation of army in the neighbouring states of Ahmed-

nagar, Bidar and Berar was virtually the same with just negligible differences.
2. Tarikb-i Ferishta, Tr. ]. Briggs, Bombay, 1831, Vol. I, p. 528.
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Marathas and Rajputs, were the most conspicuous amongst the recruits,
These bands of local Hindu troops were known as Silahdar, Bargir, Ghorg
Rant and Naikwari,
Sources of Recruitment

Silabdar and Bargir—The Silshdar was a leader of mercen ity troops
who provided his own hotse and rode with one or more attendants, The
term seems to have originated with Muhammad Shah Bahmani (1353 74).3

If a soldier were too poor to purchase a horse, he could ride one |

elonging
to a Silahdar-ot other native officer, and he was called a Bargir. Thus the
Bargir was dependent for his Weapons and accoutrements upon the Silabdar,
who received the former’s full pay from his employer, and paid him at a

reduced rate after deducting the cost of the horse and the armour. In the
event of defeat in the battlefield, the Silahdar was not compensated by the
employer for the loss of his hogses or other accoutrements, but
added to his reputation and following and undoubtedly
pects; his reward generally came in the form of 2 Jagir.
the lookout for the best market for his commodity.
to’ patronise enterprising  Silzhdars by conferring Jagirs on them. These
states usually had their armieg supplied by the Silzbdars.
exception to this was that of Ibgahim ‘Adil Shah I (1534-
ed the practice of enlisting Bargirs, who were supplied wi
accoutrements by the state, ¢

success
improved his pros-
He was always on

The state policy was

The only known
—58) who introduc-

th horses and other

It was in this way that several Marathas rose to eminence, the most con-
spicuous example being that of the Bhonslas, s

who were originally culti-
vators; a buried treasure in their field enabled th

em to buy arms and horses
and they became the captains of the mercenaries, Shahji Bhonsla ‘was their
important product. The Mores of Jawli,
Ghotpades of Mudhol, the Ni

are just a few examples, §

the Savantas of Warsi, the
mbalkars of Phaltan and Jadhavas of Sinkdhed

3. “]. Briggs, Rive of Muslim Power iy India, Bombay, 1829, Vol. 11, p. 299.

4. J. G.Duff, History of the Marathas, London, 1878, Vol I, p. 63.
Sir J. N. Sarkar, History of Aurangzeb, Calcutta, 1919,

Vol. 1V, p. 19.
Surendranath Sen, Military System of the Marathas, C

G\ '

alcutta, 1958, p. 5.

[105]

The Maratha soldiers were found particularly useful in the hilly tracts,
where the Muslim Jagirdars did not like to 2o personally and which they left
to the exclusive charge of their Maratha deputies. These Marathas were
thus afforded opportunities to become a hatdy race of mountaineering
soldiery. The Muslim cavalty was essentially meant for fighting in the open
and zm-: in the hilly areas and this function was handed over to the Marathas

as a matter of necessity.

Ghore Rant.—Another type of professional soldier was the Ghore Rant.
They were Maratha horsemen receiving their pay annually possibly in cash
and )\\ ere bound to appear for service whenever required by their employer.
They provided their own horses, accoutrements and arms and maintained
themsclves.” It seems that they were generally in the pay of the central
government of Bijapur and not that of her Jagirdars, as the latter could not
afford to maintain such a large number of troops merely as reserve forcc.fs.
The Regent Kamal Khan Deccani, in order to know the full strength of his
atmies, once ordered a census to be taken of all the Ghora Raut forces.®
Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah I again took the Ghora Raut into service,? which had
been stopped by his predecessor Isma‘il ‘Adil Khan. ‘ ¥

Naifwaris.—~The Naikwaris were another class of the martial faces.
They have also been called Reddywars ot Munewars, as these were the d!ﬁrer'ent
appéll.. ions for the local infantry militia. They looked to their profession
alone ¢ the means of their livelihood and were ready to serve any master
who would pay them.!! Neither national sentiment nor community of langu-
age, reli :;‘ m" kinship ever prevented them from fighting against one another
under different masters. They even fought with malignant hate whenever
individual disputes arose; the spirit of rivalry and biftcmess fomenttcj
amongst them by the Bahmani rulets was continued by their succc?sor sta e..
In tlul- '-.‘;dnm;‘ of Bijapur and Golconda, some of them acquired domi-

7. J. Briggs, op. cit., Vol. TII, p. 37 footnote.

8. TNarikh-i Ferishta, op. cit., Vol. IL, p. 26.

9. lIbid., p. 49. , o
10. Mirza Ibrahim Zubairi, Basating’s-Salatin, Haidarabad, n.d., p. 3

11, J. Briggs, op. cit., Vol. III, p. 399 footnote.
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nating positions; thus Jagdev Rao Naikwari
Quthu’l-Mulk (1543—50), having failed to
Quli, made an unsuccessful attempt to depose him and replace
Daulat Quli,’? The Naikwaris commanding the fort of Gol.
amongst those who invited Ihrahim Quli from Vijaya nagar to capt
ship from Subhan Quli. The official Tarikh-i Sultan Mujq mnrad Outh Shahi
has greatly praised them for their loyalty,!3

» 4 premier noble of Jamshid

become the regent of Subhan

him by
da were

the king-

Saru Rao Naikwari,

the reign
of Ibrahim Quli Qutb Shah (1550—80), was the commander of fort of
Golconda—the most Important fort of the kingdom.!* Under “Aj ‘Adil
Shah I (1558—80), the Nuitwaris had become so powerful that even he did
not dare to punish them without first gathering sufficient forces ¢ do so.1
His usual method of getting rid of 2 refractory chief was to kill hi 1 by trea-
chery and not by fair means,

The above-mentioned classes of soldiers formed an integra] part of the
armies of the Muslim tulers of the Deccan, They had to be employed as a
matter of inescapable necessity; at first they were accepted as Silabdars or
Bargirs, but not as higher commanders, which POsts were essentially meant
for Muslims, Of course, they could be promoted to higher ranks on the
display of acts of heroism and extreme loyalty to the state.

Process Q]“Recrifjhmat.—-Bijapur and Golconda were generally military
states and had been patcelled out into three Patts—crown lands, jusirs and

areas under Hindy tributary Rajas. Tt was generally their ruler’s policy
- M 1slims,
as jagirs.'® 'The
2. Tarifh-i Sultan Muhammad

LQuth Shabi, BM Ms Add
3. Ibid,, f. g1a,

6542, f. 8ga,

14. Haa’x'qatﬂ’[—‘A/mﬂ, Vol I, b, x 37.

15. Rafi'u’d-Dijn Shirazi, Tadbkiratu’].

Medlue, Bibliotheque N;
Supplement, 189, fF, 85a-91h.

itionale, Paris, Persian

16. For example, i
Western patts, viz, round
district and part of
Naviyat clan) in the K

1 the Bijapur kin
Miraj and B
the Raichur D
onkan.

gdom, the Afghans were gr.
ankapur, the Habshis in the Has

oab and Sayyids and Arahs

(particularly Mullas of the
Sir J. N, Sarkar, op. cit., Vol. 1V, p. 130,

anted jagirs in the

tern parts, Karnul

[107]

i in charge of the crown lands and Jagirdars both needed fotces to run the
otficers 1n charg . ; :
dministration and, therefore, enlisted one class or the other of Hindu soldiers
administrationand, .
ling to their needs. Unlike the Mughals, thete seems to have been no
accordine t

’
mansabdari system, which could serve as a regular measure ojfasilll Of;ﬁrczis
worth while making appointments. 'It priag pu.rely 2 question b pl: )mind
demand. While enlisting a Silahdar into setvice, they had to- earh =
the candiclate’s reputation as a soldier and the number of retainers tit; :and
manded. The central government had no control over pay or IzszOfﬁcer—
the troops thus recruited owed their loyalty only to t-he %'CC;” n ogf branding
heir paymaster—and not to the Shah. The famous m?tltu F S 115~
t.l C 11} | and mustering the soldiers according to theit descrlpkt)lve ;t:arac‘
;11;-““& feature of the mansabdari system—does not seem to be a
1 ] Deccani armies. : :
tel]br’il"‘ 1 (1LI) forces were not only meant to maintain law and ‘?rd:rzt:
. I jurisdiction of their owners, but were also often 1c;1 i
A ;.1' ‘1 roression, because reinforcements from the cer;tra :;;ovein
epel exiernal aggres 2 : ow.
1:?;11 were not li.i\'cly to reach the officer concerned in ;he(jl‘:;;ieifealso dii
to the poor means of communication. The Cfentra-.tgncc upon the forces
)t POS: a large army and had to depend for its exis e, eitending over
I.M- } ] T 1 In the long periOd of gug, s e hid Quli
of the | . -1.~. (,;f' e éuli Qutbu’l-Mulk (1518——43)5 Jams 810) 4
the threc reigns : : : Shah (1550—80),

i Quli Qutb ;
Qutbu’l-Mulk (1543—50) and‘ Wi f the central government is hardly
conception of a standing army in the pay o % ’ r almost
::“ '[‘Ihiiw is also true of the ‘Adil Shahs of Bl]aPu;;hC:::nf:S i
t;‘;:\‘ ole of the sixteenth centuty, they had.no la.ric .staﬂlt sgeems e el

: : were mostly depending upon their jta‘gn lars. bk e
own but W r lil'ut"l (1565) an era of expansion and cong b
the Battle of Talikots ; f having stan

se states and their rulers felt the necess_lty O, was felt to be danger-
3:;: own, because dependence upon the Jagirdars fo%‘ccsthc early seventeenth

s. 'The entry of the Mughals into the Deccan. in s sl
At he risk of extinction at their hands an il
century cxposed them to the r1s Mohammad “Adil Shah (1627—s57) 20d
to have armies of their own.

ited with

: d
oraries, are cre
lullah Qutb Shah (1626—72), who wete contemp ¥
dullahn JUuth ¢
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this change. Thus throughout the seventeenth century, there we;

wo kinds
of armies in each kingdom, one belonging to the central government and
the other to the Jagirdars.  Both were well-equipped with rms and
ammunition.'” [t jg reasonable to assume that the central government did

not exercise any direct control on the Jagirdars’

Mirza Ibrahim Zubairi has re
of Muhammad “Adil Shah laying
and recording the muster rolls of th
practices were punished, 18

forces.

produced a Dastur’ I amal o 1e reign

particular stress on branding horses
e soldiers ; the Jagirdars who viol

though he gives no specific instances

ted these

punish-
ment. It is self-evident that the armies of the Shah consisted of his own
standing armies and those of the Jagirdars. Of course, it was easy to enforce
these practices with tigidity upon his own troops, but it is difficult 1. believe
that he could have imposed such unpopular measures on hijs Jagirdars, who
Wete very powetful in their ageas and could have easily flouted his » thority
if they chose to do $0. That even Muhammad “Adj] Shah, the greatest of the
‘Adil Shahs, could not afford their displeasure is borne out by triking
example.’? Tp 1644, three of his Jagirdars, Shahji Bhonsla, Sayyidi Farhan
and Yaqut Khan, became estranged from him and he immediately deputed
one of his confidants Abu’l-Hasan to pacify them, |
The number of soldiers, needed for the maintenance of the Jagirdar’s
authority, was essentially his own concern, as in the event of anv cintiicnge
to his position he was required to deal with the situation himself, T,

was

all his troops at the
17.  Nizamuw’d-Dip

Haidambad, 1931, Vol,
18,

u’s-Sa‘idu Shirazi,
L pp. 65, g4.
Mirza Ibtahim Zubajri, op. cit.,
19.  Yusuf Husain (Ed.), Selected D
P. 125, document 57, dated 25 June 1644,
20. Sir Walter Efjjp Collection, 1O

Hatﬁgﬂ/ﬂ'.r-&f/afiﬂ.__ ed. Sayyid Al Bilgrami,
P- 356,

FHRONLs of Shab Jabans Reign, Haidarabad, 1950,

MSS Eur, £ so, F,

arman 21,
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disposal of Malik Riban, so that the rebel Charkal Kar migh be crushed.?!
isposal of I ‘ Ll

Cl Sﬂ al Goundah was ordered in 1664 to place all his troops at the disposal
8 Kal A0l P r
f the central government for an expedition to be launched shortly by

(8] € C rap g

‘Ali ‘Adil Shah II (1657—72).22

Owing to the lack of relevant evidence, it is difficult to get a clear idea
about the crganisation of the Bijapuri forces, but it is reasonab'le to assume
that the strocture of her armies would not have been radllcally different fil:om
hose of (olconda.  Recently a document on this subject has fallcn’ into
z):r~ 1-1;1:‘,‘- vhich displays a vivid pictute of the Golconda armies, Th;{s has
been published by Dr. Yusuf Husain,?3 but hc? has not bcef1 able to m;l e ;p
his mind her the document concerns the kmgdom' of Bijapur or Go 1ccm da.
Its careful perusal leads one to the conclusion that it belongs to Golconda
{ : wing reasons : :

v t]}LI .-'fTLII;‘}Cllt is essentially a seventeenth-century prolductmn anc;i,
thougl n in chaste Persian, also contains several Decc:lm-l Urdu wor ‘s,
for clwn \ple, Kabadi and Pakbali?* Deccani Urdu, though originally patroms(;
ed by the “Adil Shahs, reached its zenith under the Qutb Shahs. Muhzmr:zd
Quli- Quthb Shah (1580—1612), Muhammad Quth S}?ah .(1612—2 ) 7
‘AI)duH-.. Jutb Shah (1626—72) composed poetry in this languagel azd
popula t in their kingdom. It is quite p.rotl)able th.at tl{eyfals;:ﬂiiilg‘
Deccan du in their official records. This impression is fur g
thened when we compare this document—mainly a’manual of a ;m::; 8
tion for the army—with the contemporary Dastura’l-‘amal ('repro ; ul:i
Mirza ] n Z;dmiri) mentioned above. The latter, essentially a cr;)allaovs
docum is purely Persian in vocabulatly, wherc:jts th«i fto;rierdocujran c;u
several Deccani Urdu words as well. Thus we believe tha

erned Golconda and not Bijapur. : ;

mm::r oider :t:ll]::(:tl any dc)]ullzt about the correctness of his conclusion,

21. Ibid., Farman 24.

22. Ibid., Farman 39.

23, Yusuf Husain (Ed.), op. cit., pp. 229-37.

i 5s. For Kabadi and
ill a popular word of usage in Haidarabad these days
[ is still a ’

24. Kabadi

Pakbali, sce succeeding pages.
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the present writer had also addressed a query

to the Central Record Office,
Haidarabad (previously known as Daftar-i Diwani, Haidarabad), where the
document under reference was discovered, T hey have agreed with | s judg-
ment and also informed him that the docu

ment was found in the piles of
Papers all dealing exclusively with Golconda, 25

According to this document, the military organisation

of Golconda
consisted of four classes of commanders : Payj-} 1azari, Hazari Jumiladar
(i.e. the rank-holder of 100) and Havaldar (the rank-holder of 10) :
Payy- Hagari :
Horsemen Bargirs Horses Total pay per wiensem
880 1050 1000 9404 Huy,
Details of Excpendityre on the Panj- Hazari Contingent :

Cost of feeding 1000 horses—

3000 Huns or 3 Hups per horse p.m.
880 horsemen divided into 7 divisions in order of thei

1. Pay of Kbasa-i Pa!y'—Hz.r{mf
2. Pay of Majmu‘adar

t pay :
Huns 250 p.m

Huns 83 p.m,

3. Payof 4 Muharrars @ 5 Humy each

Huns 20 p.-m
Group of 16 cavalrymen includin

o their Hapaldar
wh

OS€ pay was 12 Huns and that
I5 cavaltymen 8 Hyy; each :

S+ 24 Bargirs of the Khasa @ 4 Huns each
130 Bargirs of the Havaldars @, 4 Huns each

704 cavalrymen under the Jumladar-; [ Tazari,

the details of each Petson’s pay not clear, but the

total amount paid to them was

In this way,

of the remaining
Huns 132 p.m,
Huns 96 p.m.

Huns 520 p.m.

horses cost 3000 Huns pet mensem,

Expenditure on 15 Bargirs per #onth—Out of 1o

50 Bargirs, 50 acted as
25. Reply dated 30 November

Reseaich Secting (Persian), Centra] R
(India),

1960 received from Syed Mohiu’d-

Din, Superintendent,
ecord Office, Tram Manzil, Khairat

abad, Haidarabad—y4
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m m maining 100c Bargirs
| received in all 8o Fluns per mensem, and the re g

1 ‘ rece

spies and 1 &

is silent on the role
ived 1925 Huns in all per mensem. The document is s ~ i
plvea 1925 2 =
i Bargirs, but a critical study of the rest of the com oy
L - G i re divided i
o the fact that the Bargirs of every commander were
ome toO u U ! ‘ :
: . with their rates of remuneration as under :
e 23545 ointed @ 14 Huns p.m.
o horses, one S&’75%° was app @ 1%
For ¢ 1y twWo oL, 09 Sttad @ 21 Huns p.m.
F v ten horses, one Pakbali*” was app 1 e
E Mi j i @ 2 Huns p.m.
‘ ten horses, one Mish‘alchi*® was appointed @ - s
e ¢ 3 i @ s pom.
i" v five horses, one Kabadi*® was appointed @ 3 p
s horses, one Bargir was appointed @ 1} Hans pim,
or every ten horses, ' ) 5 el
k. - Has ent (having
5\" is rule is applied to the Panj-Hagari contingent ( y
Vhen this b,
horses), find. . e
Sd'ises getting .. g o
Pakhalis gaining o s
Mishalchis having s .
o Kabadis earning .. 7. o
Bargirs making .. -
1925 Huns
7 i ith the figure given
' Hans spent on 1000 Bargirs tallies with g
The sum of 1925 i '
q out supposition 18 correct : e
in the document and hence AR T
- ing to find that there was a very L
t nteresting i
l i H i and ‘a Hagari, the latter also comn;a v
", S s argir
i ‘ but 1000 Bargirs, i.e. only s0 by o e
y | SeS : ;
" T'he total pay of his contingent was 9114
Panj-Hazari. e )

2 1 ¥ o o e +9)
d to serve tw
C 1 v p
Eve unde: the Mugh&ls, one g
i -ANns € groom.
0. 5 means t 1 i e groom usc (0] €

char, o ) X s 1manit Calcut a, 1872, p. 144
n-i Akbari (I ersian text, Cd. = Bloct },
hotses. m-t Ak ), t: 2 3

Ly (0)) er-Carrict S 1 Ic (o} P
3ihish water-carrier. It is int sting
akbali or Bibishti 4 = ting to compate the Golcot da

S h that N 2 5 hi &
orses wit hat of the Mu, halS where a Stll)IE

. , : able of less
practice of having B fcnl 5 f 20 horses had 2 Pakbalis and a stable
y & e 3 Pakbalis; a stable of 30 hors
of 40 horses used to have 3 : 2 jnei-Akbari, op. cit., P. 144.
than 30 horses only one Pakhali, Ain-i-Akbari, op
dafl 20 NOTS ]

, sy 2 rch-bearer. : :
28. It meansa tot reeding ; ongst
badi is the one whose profession is b . rtant duties that among;

Kabadi is the one w wing to these impo e

i 5 one
horses and other animals or the

: /s O
3 g rs, 1t was
who conveys-articles in horse-pennier

3 3 ighest.
the Bargirs, his pay was the high




manded § horsemen each :

A query from the
informed the pres

States 3208 Huns ang not
Shab Jaban’ s Rejan,
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The details how he spent the

less than the Pany- Hazari,

1 Of 9114
Huns p.m. are as under :
Cost of feeding 1000 horses = 3000 Huns or 3 Huns per horse p.m.
880 Horsemen divided into 6 divisions in order of their pay
1. Pay of Khasg-i | dazari 83 s
2. Pay of Majmu'adar $1 s
3. Pay of 3 Mubarrars @ 5 Huns each 1§ s
4. 16 Havaldars @ 8} Huns each 132
5+ 155 Bargirs of the Hapaldar, S Stwrench . 620 7
6. 704 cavalrymen recejved (the details not clear) 3298°° Huns
‘ol 189 )
The 1000 Bargirs were divided into §oo Sd’ises, 100 Py , 100
Mish‘alehis, 200 Kabadis and 100 Bargirs and received in all the nthly
pay of 1925 Huns, that is, the same amount as was received by the 1000
Bargirs maintained by

the Pazj- Hazari,

A Jumladar or 4 commander of 100 commanded :

Horsemen Shagird Peshea Horses Total pa
88 100 100 9044 Hun
Cost of feeding 100 horses:;oo Huns or »

3 Huns per horse p.m.
Out of 88 horsemen, 16 Khasas teceived their pay as under :
Their leader commanding 4 horses rece
Majmutadar s pay

g -+ 81 Huns p-m
Muharrar’; Pay e

ived 25 FHuny p.m.

s Hung p.m,
The remaining 13 horseme

0@ 4 Huns each *+ 352 Hups p.m.

90} Huns p.m.
rouped under § Havaldars

Total
The remaining 72 horsemen were g

= \‘,'htj com-
30. There is a serious misprint on Page 232, where this fig
Central Record Office, Haidara bad, h

ent writer that the original

ure is given as 3289 Huns.
as removed this ambig
text of the manuscript

erroneously published i

uity. They have
(under discussion) cleatly

the Selected Documents of

3289 Huns ag

8§ Hau
64 Ho
Qut of
10 Pa
20 Ki
10 M
10 3
Total : 10
A H
} [(ff,‘."'-"f
(:U\?
Hai
His g
The ¢
below :
~ s
N
"
I Vi
1 M
Total 10
The ab
A horser

Panj- Hazar

Pesha, the K.

\\‘hi]{.‘ the re
Three Hun

the animal.
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aldar’s pay (@ 8} Huns each

66 Huns p.m.

rsemen’s pay @ 4 Huns each 256 Huns p.m.

Total +« 322 Huns

Shagird Pesha, so Sa’is at 14 Hums each 75 Huns pom.

) 2% Huns each e -+ 25 Huns pm,

at 3 [hms esch s g2 -+ 6o Huns p.m.
‘alcbis @ 2 Hums each - -+ 20 Huns p.m,

Pesha (¢ 1} Huns each 12} Hauns p.m.

Total .. 1924 Huns

rank-holder of 10) commanded

Shagird Pesha Horses:  Total pay p.m.
‘ 10 10 .. 89} Huns
ding 10 horses= 30 Huns or 3 Huns per horse p.m.
; - ol .. 8} Hups p.m.
E\.l\ .

cmen’s pay (@ 4 Hums each

56 Hims p.m.

cn I h“‘ /J!J'..Hl'! j (4 lllu‘ CC)n‘\]Ste(l l)f ten pel'S()llS as glve“
4 1§ O 4

.+ 7% Huns p.m.
etting Ay i o
| earning v ? H";‘g-m.
‘alehi having s : §irich i
making ‘e " o
cllaneous gaining .o .« 1} Hmsp
Total 194 Huns

nentioned particulars lead to the following (;O;CIUS:;:;;E -

whether serving under a Havaldar, [umladar, iy o

ilways received 4 Hmms per mensem. Amongst [ menslcm,

was the highest paid man getting 3 Ht;:.r Jpcer T

f the Bargirs received from 1} Hums to 2 hmﬁf At
cost of maintaining a horse—showed the imp
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Thevenot,’! the French traveller who visited Golconda in 1¢
tioned that a Persian or Turkish trooper’s pay was 10 H
out of which he had to keep two horses and four or five servants.
or Turkish foot-soldier was paid 5 Huns per mensem and he

7-8, men-
Hns p mensem,

A Persian

was required
to keep two servants and carry a musket. A Hindu foot-soldicr v as paid
2 0r 3 rupees a month and was required to carry only a lance or g pike,
These assertions of Thevenot cannot be accepted at their face value. as most
of his judgments were sweeping and superficial. Tt is difficult to believe
that a Hindu foot-soldier’s pay could have been as low as 2 o - rupees a
month, i.e. about half 5 Hun only, when the document mentioned above
gives it as two Huns, Thevenot’s estimate of the Persians, however, corres.
ponds fairly closely with the figures given in that record,

The Khasa Khail—As 2 counterpoise to the mercenaries (Silabdars, ete.)
scattered throughout the kingdom, over whom the central government
exercised no control, the state, in addition to its own armies, main: ined the
Khasa Khail—a body of household troopers, who had no one to | ok to
for orders except their royal master, They were fed, clothed and fully main-
tained by the state, They were the Oﬂ]y troops upon whom the Sh could
place reliance and who would follow his fortunes loyally, The usually
consisted of Turks Mughals, Persiang and very rarely of Deccanis. The
watch a-nd ward of the royal Ppalace was a monopoly of this class of 1, opers
and their officer in charge was the §4r-; Pardehdar, who was somet; es also

entrusted with delicate missions by the Shah. Haji Lar, the Sar-i Pari, hdar,
Was commanded to arrest ¢

he refractory chief Dev Nayak and his son Mirza
Yusuf, The Sar-

7 Pardehdar of ‘Alj ‘Adil Shah 11 (1657-—«72)‘ during Jai

dison in the wells
its standing
Serious harassment to the invaders. 33

the actual

p. 140,
32, Rafi ‘w'd-Din Shitazi, op, cit.,
33. Nusrati, .4/ Nama, 10 MS ¢

eri, New Delhi, 1949,

Persian Supplement 189, f, gob,

- IlIa,
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Khasa Khail.

P i o
number Khail genesally consisted of foreigners, but under the Izl?h
The sa { = _ "
1-‘ L ts in Bijapur, their composition undcrwc.nt a chang-e Vi
Pardesi ¢ ‘ i han Deccani, in order to consolidate his power, dlsm1ssh
e ' ‘o i latter who
Reg“”{ of the Khasa Khail retaining only 300, and it was the a54 Yusuf
B ot in his demotion by Isma‘il ‘Adil Khan (1510—34). il
were P! cn in of Kamal Khan Deccani—was also a member o' "
Turk—t assi 1 ¢Adil Khan, who owed his position to the unstin .
Rhasa I [sma‘il ‘Adi > Khail. had banned the tecruit-
: the Pardesi troopess of the pgrs s hen his needs became
iy ' | Habshis in this special corps; later, W '-3‘1 g
ment of i sand Haosor enlisted in the Khasa

z be

, llowed Afghans and Rajputs to R o),

pressin ..H;:\\ L{l- A i,d ‘e Habshis 8 Tbrahim ‘Adil Shah I (1534—5 )
Deccants an

i i/ should
E hi der.’” He ordered that his Khasa Kbmlp -
wWe eversed this ordet. : oL e
el \% lly of the Deccanis and the Habshis and‘ am ‘i G
sist ntia . X :
o ;- i' t Shi‘as, should be recruited as soldiets e
A" and NOt < a5, v Ata -
o .k\ lected habEU R . SaYYl“j’ilil Shahs from time to
i h L1\'!!:7:/'1' 38 Tn the battles waged by the L
i(.n : he Kbasa Khail displayed uemoss loyalt?ft'}l t;(: help of his Khasa Khatl
time, t \as v
yoa f Portuguese ik
antured Goa from the e
1510) recaptured G consisting of both the Pardesis an i
FL 20 - 3000 troOpS CONSIS : s
f)'t ks . lovalty of the Khasa Khail to Ismail Ad S o
o ‘L -ﬂﬂt— i xpaoli “ mlhtar'yrnPCd into the river
from act ths A
- . il ‘Adil Khan in a state of drunkennes]s ] oo
ataj sma‘il “/ ;
Ran SAE m’]\ o ok and the Khasa Khail, 1n
in a desperate bid agains
o s 7ol 111
i S8 lc”.,\()lll[’ 55l i lcutta, ]9253\(). ]
3 wrikh-i Ferishta, t‘rhli i il Wolseley Haig, Calcu
[hafi Khan, Muntakbabu' i-1.12a%,
PP. 204

¢ = t ol Il . 3T : missioned
I'arikh-i Ferishta, op. cit., Vol 24 P n Lari, who was com

t of 1000

30. : . Asad Kha
.. Khafi Khan, op. cit., Vol III, p: 305 urse, he retained only 400 o1

it; of col
4 ictl obcy 1t; © 5
ler, did not strictly st the Shi‘a troopers:

3
to catry out this ofc

i ing agai
Khasa Khail of foreigners, but did nothing ag

38. TIbid., Vol. III, p. 327.

PR ¢ 0 o
39. Tarikb-i Ferishta, op. cit., Vol. 1L, P
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example, Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah I directed Asad Khan Lari to co

nquer the
f Kokani and favoured him with permission ¢, lead the
Khasa Kbail ' When effosts were being made to oust the Regent Tkhias Khan
Habshi, his rival Dilawar Khan Habshi earned the favour of
him ‘Adil Shah 11 (1580—1627) and of his Khasaq Kbhail, w
ts and helped him to supersede Ikhlas Khan
hah 11 later endeavoured to oust the
Habshi, it was again the unstinte
the former to achieve success, 3

the minor Ibra-
hich greatly in-
Habshi.* When
Regent Dilawas Khan

d devotion of the Kbasa Khail that helped

In Golconda, however, the Pardesis monopolised the Khasa Khail thr ugh-
out. Tbrahim Quth Shah (1550—80) was so considerate to them that he
would often invite many of them to

dinner, 4 A bloody war of succession
threatened on the accession of

the steadfast loyalty of the Khasq Khail, 5
the Mabaldar, a prominent me

sbut was averted throy gh
It was at the suggestion of M
Kbasa Khail, that Abu’l-Hasan was
the declining days of the dy nasty,

usa,

The execu-
he premier nobles of Abu’l-]
with their connivance, 47

tion of Diwan Madanna and Akanna, ¢ fasan

amongst them that the higher officers
and Sultan Quli Qutbu’l-Mulk, hoth

91,
oL It, p, s.

Were recruited. Yusuf

‘Adil Khan

40. Khaf Khan, op. cit,, Vol, I, p. 2
41, Tarikh-i Ferishta, op. cit., V
42, 1bid., p, 106,

43. Ibid., pp, 126.8,

44. Ibid,, p, 333.

45 Tarikb-i Sultay Mibammad Quth Shaps, op. cit,
46. Khafi Khan, o

4IT. 205b-2063,
p. cit., Vol. 11T, p. 48.
47. Ibid,, p. 419.

started thei
Khail, who
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. 'q i asa
iﬂ thc Ma.‘a J(bdi‘o l(hllstau «!k a Lm, anothef i@
carec |
| l l l p i g
nlaved an important part in the (0] Uerthto W Of thC I{c ent Ihlml

D had t]le tIt!c ()f ASﬂd I(han Laﬂ Coﬂfeﬂed ‘L\POn luﬂl ail(l
Khaﬂ Calll,

was mﬂ.d\
3%
sible to es

references,

R - -
]Hn{:f::{!“—r()wmg to the lack of relevant data, it is ;1: ttl::;

t (L accurately the number of a.tmjcs‘ of th.cse st:tz;ir e
ever, do help us to form an approximate idea o T
.~.1-ihutcd by the Jagirdars, officers of the crown

which wa :
: E r infantry and 37
i 14il Khan's army.—12,000 cavalry, 4a,oot:1 yowom
Yusuf 1dii an’ | : s :
h k: Vhen he attacked Goa in 1510, he comman
elephants.” W : -
i  and jo000 cavarly.’ . AP0
i Kamal Khan Deccani’s army numbered : B
= Regent g . &k
Th‘_ alry at the time when all plans for his assump
and Habshi cavalry .
iD wer 1dy. 32 s Ray at Raichur
. \dil K ( he attacked Krishnadeva Ray *
Isma‘il <.Adil Khan—~—When he e
| infantry, 18,000 ¥
i he commanded 120,000 .
. Idiers.
is army 2!s0 included some Portuguese so i o AN
Y aH i 1dil Shah 1.—30,000 cavaley, 253 g S
ralii £ e li bl
i d Sultan Qu
elephant: When he attacke i
3 3 s and 400,000 1nfantry. g
nded 100,000 cavalry an . L i
commanc ’ b 1.—Cavalry 80,000 and infantry ; st
Al <. Adil Shab I— ; i st e
' in 1570, his
ttacked the Portuguese
When he acked t
48. Ibid., pp. 271, 368.
49. Ibid., p. 288.
. | B.
o. ubairi, op. cit., p. 24. A 16661 s I’ s
: {sia Portugnesa, Manuel de Faria Y Souza, Lisbon,
51 15 4 fren ; . 3
5 [ avikb-i Ferishta, op. cit., Vol. II, p
$3. _Asia Portugyesa, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 193.
s4. Ibid.
§5. Zubairi, op. cit., p. 67 ;
1 f . 217,
56. .Asia Portuguesa, op. cit,, Vol. 1, p. 3
57. Zubairi, op. cit., p. 151
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men and innumerable followers; 35,000 horses, ov

er 2140 elephants
pieces of artillery,8

.L.’]L! 350
Tbrabim < Adil Shab II.—Cavalry 50,000, infantry donble that num
955 elephants,®
Muhammad * Adi] Shah~—Cavalry 80,000, infantry 200,000 and 530 ele-
phants, % and according to another version 350,000 cav
infantry and 1500 elephants.’! The latter seems improbable,

Al Adil Shab 1T —so,000 cavalry
infantry,

ber and

alry and innumerable

%2 and nothing is known al ut the
g

Under the demoralised regimes of the Regents

(1672—86), no fipures
about the size of their armies are available,

These figures show that there was a steady increase in the numl
army from reign to reign, as the Bijapur territories increased.
of Bijapur under Muhammad ‘Adil Shah was the most e

ers in the
The kingdom

xtensive of all the

‘Adil Shahis, and that is why there was a tremendous increase in his military
establishment. These figures show the total number of troops maintained
by the kings in their capital and also by their officers in the crown lands and

Jagirdars. Tt is not possible to find out the
crown lands and the Khasa Khail,

As far as the total strength of the Quth Shahi
thing is known about the earlier period.
rufed Talingana for sixty years both as a T
had to fight enemies

quota of Jagirdars, officers of the

‘forces is concerned. no-
Sultan Quli Qutbw’l-Mulk, who
rafdar and an independent ruler,
from within and without for almost the whole dur:
of his reign.  Jamshid Quli encountered many hostile forces du

out of seven of his rule and annihilated all of them, This w

ould not have
been possible without a large force. With the Prosperous reigns of Ibrahim

Quli Qutb Shah and Muhammad Quli . Qutb Shah (1580—1612), armies

ing; but no hint as to their number
Asia Portugmesa, op. cit., Vol, TI, P. 490.

59. Zubairi, op, cit., p. 283,

6o. Ibid., p. 346.

61. TIbid.

62,

ition

ring five years

wete no doubt organised on a new foot

58.

Mackengie Collection General, 10 MS Vol. 43, £. 356.

o

¥ . . - 7 in
b3 . who visited Golconda :
Thevenot,” the French traveller,

. o.000 as the total strength of the Qutb _Shahi fotces-.—
B d ‘tl 5:1; central armies and those of the Jagirdars. Out off thirl
R ”-.\z-mcn Persians, Mughals and Tartars, ﬁved. in the cap1tt;1.o E
i 40 [:Iv rcfc,rence available to us about the milltary. stxer;g -
Z}:!Scc:dl | ‘l ceems that our informant is erring on the SI,de of o
CStim“"‘i' War.—According to Barbosa,®® the Deccan cavalryoi:a;rll;ci
[f rtle-axes and two swords (each with its dagger), t“;oﬂm ]
m““f Ml‘ hanging from the saddle with very long arrovfs, $ i
. \ ml Lm‘ns enough for two petsons; and the mfa.ntt'fi a
il | “N( ‘- h‘n\\'s an;l arrows, they were good archers ant Tmi C:;
e ; ‘im:g:.;:‘rrumcnts of warfare demanded little or noth et:;-:%hi()n
TR '
£ | L= ¢ only individual skill.% Hand-to-hand fighting v«;ﬂ;dal S
g 5 : efore, every able-bodied person was a po i
il g th.t!‘L : ch,am;c ;n the methods of warfare coulr.l e ho}; =
With such weapons, :m. ncnt‘_ bt b5 i v
The lar ' cale Cn.]h (J):CEV of war, eluding and baffling the e:nemy oo
e ”.C“ St: qu;[;plies and night attacks, etc. In this way:ntr E
as possi| ‘.;n'm.jgl Y ‘_. and predatory, with the result lthat thé clc::ond: i
e l. d;r:\l:ct:l)r:’norc than the armies, The armies of Go
the pea suffe
l)ch:}v. d similarly.

the m
Thoueh there was no dearth of arms,

was the acquisition of horses.

before the

their horses from Arabia.

L
3. Surendranath Sen (Ed.), Indian S it

64. Ibid., p. 135. .
65s. M.L.Dames (Tr. & Ed.),
Vol. I, pp. 180-1.

66. Ibid., p. 181.

7 S Their Times,
6 A. S. Altekar, The Rashtrakutas and Thei
) ' A P P B ’

i f Muslims.
coming of the I
l 67 At the time of Marco Polo,

ost difficult problem of supply

The Deccan had no good breed of hotses
e

i t
The Rashtrakutas used to impofr
the kingdom of Thana

Thevenot and Careri, D. 140-

¥y n, 191 8,
f t 2
1 I}f Bﬂﬂk 0 Ijlfﬂﬂd Barbom Haklu t Lot ldC)l. I

Poona, 1934, P+ 249
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was importing its army horses from Arabia; the traffic in horses was

in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries that no ship came to Indis
hotses in addition to other cargo.fs

SO great
without
Similarly, the Muslim rulers of the
Decean had to import horses from Arabia and Persia.’? In the sixteenth
century, the Portuguese became the masters of the Arabian Sea

and their
occupation of the port of Goa

since 1510 was a constant source of humilia-
tion to the ‘Adil Shahi kings, and that is why their relations with the
guese were anything but cordial, 70 Cargoes of horses from the

countries used to be landed at Goa and their supply could be denicd to any

Deccani power by the Portuguese. The relations of the Regent Kamal Khan
Deccani with the Portuguese owin

: Portu-

\rabian

g to the loss of Goa became very strained
and he suffered an actute shortage of horses for his contingents on account
of their denial to him by the Portuguese. These circumstances forced him to
permit his subordinates, if they could not get good horses for their

cavalry,
to use even weak or small country

-bred horses or ponies.”! It wa
sheer expediency that every Deccani ruler,
had to keep on good terms with the Portug
cavalty efficiently. The contemporary foreig

high prices of horses and P, M. Joshi,”s on the basis of their figures and also

s from
including ‘Adil Shah himself,
ucse in order to maintain his

0 travellers’? mention the very

68. Henri Cordier (Ed.), Travels of Marca Poly,

Sir Henry Yule’s edition, London, 1926,
Vol. I, p. 3o1.

69. The Commentarics of the Great Affonso D albuguergue, tr. from Portuguese edition of

1774 with notes and introduction by Walter de Grey, Halkluyt, London, 1884, Vol. IV,

70 P. M. Joshi, “Relations between the
Portuguese at Goa during the 16th Century,” §ir
1939, p. 161.

‘Adil Shahi Kingdom of Bijapur and the

Denison Rogs Presentation Volume, Bombay,

71, Khafi Khan, op. cit., Vol. III, p- 283.
72.  A. C. Burnell and P, A. Thiele () [y Voyage of Jobn Huygen Van Linschoten

10 the East Indies, Hakluyt, London, 1885, Vol L p. 54; M.E. Dames (Tr. and Ed),

op. cit., Vol. 1, p, 65 ; John Davies (Tr), The Travels of Jobu Afbers e Mandelslo inin the
East Indies, 2nd edition,

London, 1869, p. 8.
» P- 163,

73+ P. M, Joshi, op. ¢it,

keeping in

that the pri

sometimc

iers regaf

in any wa
of its loss Juring battle, they were not compensated by the st.ate in any way
ad, ther they had to think several times before charging. e
3 I g i imagine t
’Ou i to the extreme importance of the hotses, one can imagine ;
‘ intai horses under
states of ijapur and Golconda must have maintained stables of v e
A o, tal e
the sup ion of very capable officers, The Mughals had es g
e | ‘ : out soufr
separate irtment meant only for the care of the horses, but =
‘ 4 i not mean
are silent o1 the nature of such a department. This shoulc'l e
| i r g
fie | but it only means that our sources of information a : ¥ 8
e 1 € ; mar
i ; ery possession
g y. —Artillery was an impotrtant arm; 1ts very p‘ -
- : agirdars.
a distinction between the royal troops and those of the Jag . S
P. I Gode’s assertion”* that artillery was introduced into o
| e i t seem to be co
wl n the middle of the fifteenth century, does no
SOMEwW! 1
-2 sk . g
for the f wing reasons. . : A
He | l:-uu:] his conclusion upon a partial reading of Matla R ,of
- ‘ i entioned the u
whose or visited the Vijayanagar court in 1443 ar'}ci1 m i R
: ! i i i o 18
rrotecl it the Mahanavami’® festival in that city. c. e
ft: use rtillery in the Deccan is, however, found not 11;1;44érearm " el
A ‘ i —75) installed a
when Sultan Mahmud Shah Bahmani I (1368 75.) in o el
ital,?? rear. the Sultan besieged the
- e d cannon were used under the
i [ ilay kingdom, and ¢ &
session of the Vijayanagar ' Gl
- ) . ’d-Din Ahma
supervision of his Faringi employees.”® Shahabu’d i
i ia from 1400 A.D. Onwards,
Gode. “Use of Guns and Gunpowdet in India
74 jods, [USSE R :
Sir Denison Ross Presentation Volume, p. 121 nad Shafi, 2nd edition, Lahore,
75. “Abdu’r-Razzaq, Matla'’s-Sa*dain, ed. Muhamt
1949, Vol. II, ii-iii, p. 819. e oot
6 lak ; —The last day of the nine days of fig
70, Viabanavanit,— 4

Durga in

b e d

Il
78.

. 1.
Fineyelopardia of Islam, article on Barud, Vo
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view the purchasing power of money in those days, has calculated
- of a horse ranged from [100 to [200 at pre-war values and
pecially good horse fetched an even higher price. The caval-

'.d the horse as their most important accoutrement, as, in the event

Aswin, the last day of the Dwrga s

I. Fasciculus 17, London, 1959.

Tarikhos Ft’l‘i.rbfd! op. cit’., Vol. I, p: 552
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has been credited with the introduction of new artillery techniques.?? ‘Al
bin ‘Aziz-w’llah Tabatabai,® while narrating Mahmud Gawan’s second cam-
paign against Belgaum (1472), also described the wrecking of its ramparts
with guns and the havoc wrought by them had greatly impressed him. Sl
tan Mahmud Baykara with the help of his Turkish gunners sank 4 large
Portuguese ship at Diu,?! :

It seems that the Deccan had made more rapid strides in artillery than
the North because of her more numerous contacts with the Turks and
t-he Europeans—both recognised to be excellent artillerymen. Thus by the
time the states of Bijapur and Golconda had come into existence, artillc: A was

not a novelty. The Portuguese historian, Faria Y Souza, mentioned that
e

Yusuf ‘Adil Khan attacked Goa with heavy artillery in 1510% and when in

the same year, on the death of Yusuf ‘Adil Khan, the Protuguese recaptured

Goa, they found vast quantities of cannon and military stores therein.® The
Turkish gunners were gladly employed by the rulers c-)f the Deccan and they
\frcre generally known as Aga—a title often found in contemporary in: .-ripl
tions and works. Thus we read of Aqa Murad, the Turkish Gm'cn;' ¢ of the
fort of Parenda in 1549,%* Muhammad Aqa, an officer of the fort of Yadeir in
1557,% another Muhammad Aqa, commander of the fort of Shahdrug in the

;elgn of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah I186 and Aqa Rizwan, commander of Parenda
ort on behalf of Burhan Nizam Shah in 163257 Henry Cousens has mention-

ed thi ij i
hirteen guns of Bijapur, the most conspicuous amongst them were Ma/ik-;

Maidan, Kharak Bijli, Landa Qasab and Lamchari®®  The Malik-i Maidan

& 17: Abdu’l-Qadir Badaoni, Mmﬂm&babu'!-'l'rm'ari/:b, ed. Maulvi Ahmad “Ali, Bib.
don, 1868, Vol. IIf, p- 68. The Sultan ruled from 1422 to 1436 :
80.  Burban-i Ma’asir, BM MS Add 9996, ff. 102b-103a o
8t. Emyelopaedia of Islam, Vol. I, Fasciculus 17 o
82, Asia Portuguesa, op, cit., Vol :
83. 1bid., Vol. I, Pp. 136-7.
Raya, Isma‘il ‘Adil Khan defended i

p. 1068, London, 1959.

I, pp. 136-7, 138.

In .1920,‘ when Raichur was invaded by Krishnadeva
t with his powerful artillery (ibid., p. 195).

84. G. Yazdani, “Parend Historical Fort,”
e a, An Historical Fort,” Report, Hy
8s. Ep{.gmp/ﬂ'a Indo-Moslentica, 1929-30, p. 3.
86. Tarikh-i Ferishta, op. cit,, Vol, 1T p. 101
87.  Zubairi, Op. cit., p. 295. s l
‘es on the Buildings and Otper Antignarian Remainy Pp- §1-5

iderabad Archaeological Dopart-

88. No
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was made by Muhammad Hasan Rumi in 1549;% it was originally in the
possession of the Nizam Shahs of Ahmednagar and was taken as a trophy of
war in 1632 by Muhammad “Adil Shah, This was the biggest and the heaviest
of all the guns and probably it was employed to fire grapeshot upon soldiery
at close quarters. :
Artillery was at first mostly employed in the sieges and not in the field.
n the historic Battle of Talikota (1565), it was utilised in the open by both
+ides. The Muslims utilised the famous Malik~i Maidan gun on that occasion®®
ind employed Turkish gunners trained in the European wars.?! After this
event, artillery came to be employed in the open. Khawas Khan Habshi in-
Hlicted a crushing defeat on Shivajiinan open battle with the help of his artil-
lery.?? The guns of those days were, howevet, very heavy and cumbersome.
Their main contribution must have been to terrify the soldiers and the animals
on the opposite side by their great noise in the battlefield; the long intervals
at which they could be fired and the small area of destruction brought about
by their solid balls were serious drawbacks to their effectiveness. Owing
to their huge volume, they could not move along difficult passes or cross the
bridges thrown over the rivers and, particularly during the rainy season, they
were nothing short of a liability.
Khafi Khan? refers to the air-guns of ‘Ali “Adil Shah II stating that in
1668 the latter’s general Yaqut Khan fixed the air-guns on the trees at night
and fired them in the direction of Danda Rajpuri, whete the forces of Shivaji
were stationed. It seems that these guns were.a sort of light artillery. This
description is very curious, but he is our only sourceto mention the mys-
terious air-guns and has left us in the dark about their structure, etc.

89. 1Ibid., transcript No, 415, p. 86—an inscription on this gun. Tts weight was

2645.7 pounds. During the siege of Bijapur in 1686, it was used against Aurangzeb’s forces
and its gunner was Ghulam Dass.

go. W. Trvine, Army of the Indian Moguls, London, 1903, p. 127 ; Henry Cousens,
Bijapur and Its Architectural Remains, Bombay, 1916, p- 30. ?

o1. V. Ramanayya, Studies in the History of the Third Dynasty of Vijayanagar, Madras,
1035, p. 129.

92. Zubairi, op. cit., p. 401. -

93. Muntakhabu’l-Lubab, ed. Maulvi Kabiru’d-Din Ahmad, Calcutta, 1874, Vol. II,

2 ks
b, 226, The Persian words are (& ‘J“h Y.
I LS
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As for the guns of the kingdom of Golconda, our sources ar silent,
but this does not mean that she was without them. In the period when she

became a tributary of the Mughals, we do hear of her Top-i Haidari and T op-i
Laila Majnun, One must assume, however, that she did possess an cfficient

artillery, otherwise she could not have survived the ghastly strugoles she
had to face with her neighbours throughout her long history,
Elephants.—The elephants formed an effective part of the army as their
size and number struck terror in the hearts of the enemy. They carricd on
their backs small citadels loaded with soldiers, well-armed and equipped with

bows, arrows, harquebuses and other weapons. These animals were s
trained that they used to charge both the soldiers and their ho

» well

04

e
They wete also utilised in smashing the door defences of the forts.?5 | hey
Wwere very useful while crossing the tivers, as they could withstand the velo.
city of the waves, and thus helped the armies to cross, They were also utilised
for the sake of displaying the commander at a conspicuous place in the bartle-
field, so that his followers might be heartened by his presence, as his dis-

appearance meant a signal for flight.
As already discussed in the preceding pages, the rulers of the Dec 1n
possessed a large number of elephants and usually of the choicest quality,
The price of an elephant was 1500 Cruzados according to Barbosa,% which
amounted to £750, as estimated by M. L. Dames in 1918,%7
Under the Mughals, there was 2 separate department for the
of the elephants and every elephant was served

maintenanc e
by servants ranging from two

to five, Mahawat,” Bho’i% and several Me#y,100 Similarly, we can assume that

the states of Bijapur and Golconda did maintain such a department for their

large number of elephants, though we have no data on this subject.

94. M. L. Dames, op. cit.,, Vol. I, p, 118,

95. Sidney Toy, The Strongholds of India, London, 1957, B 7s
96. M. L. Dames, op. cit,, Vol, ISP

97- Ibid., p. 118, footnote 2!

98. He sits on the neck and directs its movements,

S oon Ve sits behind upon the tump of the elep
ing the speed of the animal; but h

10o. They fetch foddet and as

hant and assists in battle and in quicken-
¢ often performs the duties of the Mabawar.

sist in caparisoning the elephant,

[r25]

Defects in the military system—Duting the first hundred years’ history of
these states, none of them had a standing army. °! They had to depend upon

i Jagirdars. Whenever any noble was put in command of the forces, he,
betore proceeding to the battlefield, would usually put forth some excuses or
mole excessive demands for men and money and only then could he be pe-
suaded to start.  There were also chances of his desertion to the enemy if
[ were offered a higher post, and many instances of such acts of disloyalty
on record. The most conspicuous example is that of ‘Ainu’l-Mulk,0?
commander-in-chief of Burhan Nizam Shah of Ahmednagar, Wl?o -was
ccessfully seduced from allegiance by Ibrahim ‘AdJ:l S’hah L Wlthmha
ief space of time, Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah I suspected ‘Ainu l-Mulk-of ,treac —
erous conduct and thought of ruining him altogether. But ‘Ainu’l-Mulk
vas more than a match for the Shah. He defeated his master’s _forces every-
here and was on the verge of extinguishing the ‘Adil Shahi dynasty al-
together, when the timely help of Ramaraja saved the situation. -
: The death of the commander was a signal for the flight of' his followers,
as that meant the loss of their paymaster and naturally the soldiers were mor;
oncerned with their pay than with the ultimate em.i of the battle. Tho;i ;
the soldiers were generally brave even to the point of rec-ld;s;:ness.s;l 10;
were always reluctant to lose their horses, as that meant a big financt s
wi mpensation from any quarter. -
Ith'(;ltllt:l:ftctlzf\j;ei the armies of the ruler consisted OF the ct.antmge;tis;u(f
various Jagirdars, their mutual bickering§ and personal ]czlmi\silzit :;ﬂKhaﬂ
cd a serious menace. In 1578, ‘Ali “Adil Sha.th il .dcp.ute F
along with other six grandees including the Naikwari chlcis ;Wut.k o
i{anl-ro chastise the refractory Naikwaris.,'?  Jut 1'1a_0 an 'thalthc rd;ds -
the course of operations, were found to be conmvm% Zrlthc g s 1o
indirectly impeding the progtess of the royal troops vi:t ot
c.\'pe(litic'm, which might have ended in 2 few days, took a long

to a successful close.

: : Khail
101, But of course they possessed the small body of Khasa

. ., 6o-3.
t0z. Tarikh-i Ferishta, op. cit., Vol. 1L, pp ;

i irazi it., P.S. 189, ff. 88b-goa.
103. Rafi‘u’d-Din Shirazi, op. cit., P.S. 189
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These defects were, however, to some extent, remedied, when in the early

seventeenth century the Deccani rulers began to have standing armies of
their own and spent huge amounts of money on their maintenance, Of
course, the armies of their Jagirdars also played a supplementary part whenever
needed by the central government.  But still some jealousy between these
two kinds of armies was often felt. These defects, however, were c. mmon
to the armies of all the contemporary rulers of India.

The Umara of these states, though often of dubious loyalty to their
master, could not in general tolerate the idea of his total extinction at the
hands of the Mughals. The disgruntled elements from the Mughal Empire,
who had sought permanent residence in these states, were particularly loyal
in this respect. The Suris and Lodis who, on the establishment of the Mughal
Empire, had fled to the Deccan were offered higher positio

These nobles at times did disobey their new

ns in these states.
masters, but whenever their
adopted home was threatened by Mughal aggression, they invariably sank
their differences and offered a front to the enemy. That is why Aurangzeh
had to employ all the extensive resources of his E
of these petty states in 1686 and 1687 respectiv
cost that the task was not at al] an easy

mpire for the subjugation
ely and he had learnt to hi:
one,

APPENDIX, A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE
MANSABDARI SYSTEM OF GOLCONDA AND
THAT OF THE MUGHALS

As al ready

mentioned above, a manual of administration for the army of
was discovered by the Sadr-i Diwani Daftar, Haidarabad, in the
piles of papers all concerning the reign of Shah Jahan, The Mughal Gover-
nor of the Deccan was required to maintain a record o
concerning the Deccani states and his information was b.
mation of the Mughal representative stationed in these
to be no reason to doubt the authenticity
kept for their own convenience,
Mughals would have forged this

Golconda

f the military affairs

ased upon the infor-

states. There seems
of such record which the Mughals
It is simply ridiculous to imagine that the
document to mislead the world and it is
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equally unlikely that the document was forged to @islcad the Mugh.als.
F1:u;n the information received from Haidarabad,! it appears to be a genuine-
ly old manuscript written in a cream-coloured Indian hand-made paper Oj:
?l".'l.‘!".lgc size of 8 inches X 4 inches—yellowed and wormed on account o
being so old. The strange discrepancies in the document at first glanc.e arc-ms-e
sus .‘J'L1Ci()n; but if the list had not been based on accurate information it is
lil (: ly that the forger would have produced figures in proportion to the iy
uz'ional numeration of the mansabs of the Golconda army instcafd. of widely
livergent ones. Therefore, we tentatively accept the authenticity of the
figures given.
,n-.?hf 1,::f((:mparison of the Mughal mansabdari syste:m with ‘tilat of Golcond:

resents interesting features. According to .A’in-i A/ébar:;- Akbar createf
sixty-six mansabs (which is the same as the value of le.tters in the na?acn :d
Al ;I/_‘i), but the list of mansabdars actually supplied .by its author ;nin 1c;atc
only thirty-three mansabs really occupied by the various ofﬁcer‘s of t c::. sY k.

n é;nlcor—lda state, however, there were only four mansabs, Panj- Hagari, Yak-

i this difference was probably due to her smaller
Flagari, Jumiadar and Havaldar, . i e
ireas of jurisdiction and hence no necessity for having z‘uge. nud3

A Mughal Panj- Hazari (commander of 5000) maintaine

Horses Elephants Camels Mudes Carts

e]
340 100 8o &0 16

i ;Wi duced to rupees
ind his monthly pay was rupees 30,000. This pay was re p

20,000 in the reign of Shah Jahan.* :
The Golconda Panj- Hazari maintained ’
Horses Horsemen Bargirs
) o 020 5105';)he number of
and his monthly pay was Huns 9404 m" rupees 47, ; t.ined o
carts, mules, elephants and camels required to be mainta 3

; discussed.
: Aibrmidl}i d;S‘CAuII::mi Ain-i Akbari, ed. H. Blochmann, Calcutta, 1872, p. 179.
Abu’l-Faz , Ain- .

2

Ibid., Calcutta, 1873, Vol. I, p. 248.

3.

7ide ibid., pp. 200-T.
5. One Hm was equal to five rupees. T ide ibid., pp

o) - ; ai L " 50, P. .
usuf Husain (Ed ) _S‘P[Pffﬂd Deocumrent s f hal ]ﬂ'l.l}di‘ 5 REJ{_JI, Haidaraba 9 p. 80
¥ . acH; trof S 7 Y bad, 1950 8
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stipulated anywhere, but it may be expected that he was certainl

y required to
maintain them in reasonable numbers, Keeping in view the higher establish-
ment of the Golconda Panj- Hagari, it is not surprising to note that he was

paid a larger salary than his Mughal counterpart.
A Mughal Yak- Hazari (commander of 1000) maintained®
Horses Elephants Camels Mules Cartys
104 31 21 4% 42
and his monthly Pay was rupees 8200, which was reduced to 4000 unde
Shah Jahan.”
The Golconda Yak- Hazari kept
Horses Horsemen Bargirs
1000 880

1000

2114 or rupees 45,570. Thus a Mu 1al
Yak- Hagari was quite insignificant if compared with the Golconda 3
Hazari,

and his monthly salary was Huns

The astonishing fact, however, is that there is only a petty difference of
Huns 290 between the salaries of a Panj-Hazari and a Yap-I lazari of Golconda
and only the difference of 50 Bargirs i

n their forces, At once the doubt over-
whelms us that the scribe might have made a numerical mistake, But when

we study the detailed expenditure of the Yizé.- Hazgari
items of expenditure when totalled amount to Hum
money tallies with the total given by the scribe,

conclusion is that the scribe recorded the figures
before him, Nevertheless, this anomaly has to be
or other interested parties had concocted this docy
been so foolish as to have left this flayw unde
we believe that the pPromotion from Yak- Hazari
title of honour and did not have any substantia]

as far as Golconda was concerned,

contingent, all the petty
s 9114 and this sum o
Therefore, our irresistibl
correctly as they were set
explained. If the Tughals
ment, they would not have
tected, In view of this,
to Panj-Hazari was a mere
difference in pay or strength
The only other difference between the
6. Ain-i Akbari, op. cit., Vol. i

P- 248. There is no clear explanation of the 1/5 mule
owned by the Yaé- Hazgari,

Blochmann thinks it to be mule colt, not yet serviceable,

7. Yusuf Husain, op. cit., p. 8o,
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Panj-Hazari and the Yak- Hazari is in the number of their Bargirs, 1050 and
1000, respectively, The text states that of 1050 Bargirs of the Panj- Hagari,
so were to be employed as spies or secret agaents. Nothing is said about the
VYak-Hazari. 1t thus seems probable that only the senior officer was allowed
to maintain these, though no doubt the Yak-Hazari would often do so un-
ofticially in certain circumstances.
There was no Mughal rank of 100 under Akbar,® but the Mughal com-
nder of 150 maintained 11 horses, 3 elephants, 2 camels and 6 cartts;
his monthly salary ranged from rupees 8oo to 875. Under Shah Jahan,
the commander of 150 received rupees 400 per mensem. The Golconda
; . .
adar equivalent to the Mughal Yak-Sadi was paid 904} Huns or 4523%
‘pees per mensem and had 88 horsemen, 100 horses and 100 Bargirs. Since
‘ maintained a larger establishment than the Mughal commander of 150,
s monthly pay was bound to be higher. .
: - - S
A Mughal Dakh Bashi (rank-holder of 10) maintained only four hotse
< no
nd his monthly salary was rupees 100.° Under Shah Jahan, there was
5 s . . . S
rank of 10, the minimum rank was that of 20 and a Bisti rccelve: gpee[
rank ;
called Haval-
8o per mensem.'’ The Golconda rank-holder of 10 usually . i
‘ ‘ . .
7 maintained 9 horsemen, 10 horses, 10 Bargirs and his monthly pay
3
0% Huns or rupees 448%.
g i i Golconda
The above figures lead to the following conclusions. The ' 0
o : i d, therefore, his pay was higher than
ransabdar maintained larger contingents and, ther - > S
‘ robably
F hi t. In the long run, he was p '
hat of his Mughal counterpar =
; r d a lot of money on
; / i he had not only to spen ;
ff than the Mughal officer, as Ny
: ¢ les, carts and some
onti 3 S stand the expenses of mules,
ontingents, but also tf) S i —,
:n elephants, for which the state pal : 1_
" : irdened with comparatively fewer respons
and, the Mughal mwansabdar was burden Sk
i ; doubt add to the expenses of the Golcon
bilities. Certain factors would no do o
. ith those of his Mughal counterpart. Itis w
Panj- Hagari as compated with thos

8. Ain-i Akbari, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 248.
9. Yusuf Husain, op. cit, p. 80
10, Alin-i Akbari, Vol. 1, p. 249.
11.  Yusuf Husain, op. cit., p. 84.
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known that good hotses were not bred in the Deccan, and their cost ould
be appreciably higher than in the Nozth, Moreover, the Golconda a5 7

'-""(—"ﬂ r

required a latger number of Pakhalis for his hotses than the Mue
as is clear from the figures given on the preceding pages §
ges.

income of the two may have been roughly equal, or indeed
the Mughal mansabdar was actuall

factor responsible for
Mughals to Golconda.

hal,
Thus the personal
it is possible that
y better off. Probally this was the mais
the insignificant pumber of desertions from

1

he

TAXATION AND TENURE OF AGRICULTURAL LAND IN THE
PUNJAB' BETWEEN 1707 AND 1849

RAFIQ AHMAD

\fuch scholarly work has been done on the land systems which pre-
in the sub-continent during the Mughul and the British petiods, but
littic attention has been paid to the far-reaching changes which these sys-
teins underwent in the prolonged post-Mughul anarchy. In the Punjab
narchy covered, broadly speaking, the years between 1707 and 1849,
saw the emergence and disappearance one after another of five main
ver groups: the post-Aurangzib independent Mughul governors, the
Durranis, the Sikh Contederates, Ranjit Singh, and the pre-annexation British
ninistrators.” We possess little direct information on the land revenue
angements made during this period. There is, however, no dearth of
istorical literature giving occasional flashes of what was happening to land
stitutions.  Relying partly on these flashes and partly on the obvious im-
nlications of a situation full of anarchy, the present attempt seeks to draw a
hroad picture of the shape which land systems took under the impact of
said ruling groups.
“ost-Aurangzib Mughul Administration
In the first half of the eighteenth century, at least till Zakriya Khan’s
lcath in 1745, the Mughul system seemed to have remained more or less
nimpaired in most parts of the Punjab. Zakriya Khan was the last inde-

pendent Mughul governor of the Punjab who kept the provincial adminis-

(rative machinery in order even though the central Mughul authority had

virtually collapsed. Although some signs of lawlessness appeared in the

(e ri i 7 essed
central and south-eastern districts of the province, he vigorously suppress

1. The word Punjab is used in a broad sense in this study, covering all those areas

which lie between the historical cities of Delhi and Peshawar. j e -
2. For full details see the author’s atticle, “Pylitical and Economic Life of the Punjab

l:ut\\'::‘en 1707 and 1849, Journal of Research, University of the Panjab, Vol. I, No. 1,

January 1966.
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them. Following the old Mughul practice, he gave #accavi loans to the agri-

cultural classes to induce them to resume cultivation of land and repopulate

villages devastated by the ravages of law-breakers, especially the Silhs,3
He even tried to settle the latter as peaceful agriculturists by offering
them remittance of land revenue and gave to their more sober membe;

s a
Jagir for the maintenance of law and order. He kept an efficient revenue
staff in his employment, although in more disturbed tracts like Jullundur
Doab he made local administrators as revenue farmers, presumably requiring

them to pay a fixed sum for the villages entrusted to them on c

ntract.b
This contract, however, did not appear to inv

est them with any permanent
rights in land, as they were liable to be removed or imprisoned in case of their
failure to remit the government revenues regularly.”

In the second half of the eighteenth century the Mughul revenue insti-
tutions collapsed because of the great turmoil resulting from the continuous

struggle between the Marathas, the Durranis and the Sikhs for the
sion of the Punjab. This collapse, however, did not imply that the Mughul

institutions completely disappeared; they still served in one way or the othe
as the basis of revenue arrang

P( J55€S-

:
ements but in a very disorganised and distorted
manner. There being no rev

happened was that whoever
ever period he made his own

exaction of revenue though pr
tice.

enue administration as such, what actually
occupied any part of the provinee for what
temporary or summary arrangemerts for the
obably keeping in view the old Mughul prac-
Among those who, during this period, retain
of various parts the most important were the Durrani

s and the Sikhs, hence
we shall discuss their revenue arrang

ements in some detail. As for the
Marathas their occupation of the province was very brief, and they experi
3. 8. M. Latif, History of the Punjab, p. 193.

4. H.R. Gupta, Studies in Later Mughul History of the P,
3t

anjab, pp. 53-5.

Healso took measures to check the accounts of government officials (ibid,
6. One such person was Adina B

because of taking part in contemporaty p

S502);
eg Khan who later on rose to much prominence
olitics, See S. M., Latif, op. cit., p. 232,

7. For example, even such an influenti

confinement for defanlt of payment of reven

al person as Adina Beg Khan was once put in
ue. See ibid. and H.R. Gupta, op, cit., pPp. Gz-3.
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enced great difficulty in exacting the revenue at least from the Sikh peasantry.®
The Durranis

Unlike the Mughuls the Durranis could not settle in the Punjab on a

permanent basis and so no elaborate administrative machinery with separate
land revenue department came into existence, The military commanders
were made governors as well as revenue administrators of the territories
uniicr them.® They were in fact entrusted with the same absolute power

in their territories as was enjoyed by the Durrani sovereign in his whole

dom. They, however, did not seem to have changed very much the

undaries of lower territorial units, especially districts and sub-districts
ol the Mughul times, though in the matter of upper units they partitioned
the Punjab into as many divisions as convenient, each under a separa_ztc
viceroy or governor who was subject only to the king.1 I.n acutal. practice
heir };mld -(_m the north-western and south-western districts, which ?Vere
adjacent to Afghanistan, was much sttonger than on the rest of the- province.
iHence in these districts, especially in Peshawar, we find the ?stabhshmcnt oi
ome sort of regular Durrani administration which, following t.he Mughu
ractice, b.mugh.t some areas under its direct rule and left o'ihers m- t}f oc;:;
nation of such powetful tribes as the Khattaks and the Xuse.lfzals. o
impact of the Durrani administration on the revenue der:r’tand in 116151:13 p -
of 7fht‘ Peshawar District was felt even as late as the 1850’s and 1860’s, as
II”l]’Il?llzb;)n:i'az:-did not establish direct contact with the actua.I (l:ultl}:-'atorrst;
;

but almost everywhere seemed to have colleictccll revestu;dzam &,.itth:utte
influential and resourceful persons, whether local or o i : :

i i dmen, chiefs of frontier
range of such persons could be included Ylliage .ht:a e
ribe .w Pathan colonies in the plalns,]agn'dan (both old an 20
iltlj)lctij)ndpz;\: i):lh\:] rulers known as yamindars since the Mughul period,

L j = o
I dlni l"li trators a]']d revenue C()”.ecto[. 3 tfeeb(')(}t 15
ocal a 15 S 3 [ ar 2‘([6] urers

8. K. Lal, Tarikh-i Punjah (an Urdu worls), p. 81.
9. H. R. Gupta, op. cit., pp. 280-T.

30, Imd,

11.  Peshawar District Gazetfeer, 1883-4, p. 127.
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who had established themselves in some areas, and so on.!? At the time of
each harvest a sum of money arbitrarily fixed in the light of previous records
was assigned to each village by the Durrani administrator (nagim) of the
district and the concerned influential man had to collect it by any means in
his power.!3 In the areas under direct Durrani rule the villages were farmed
mainly to leading men and retainers of the court,!4 Thus for revenue
purposes the Durrani portion of the Punjab came into the hands of revenue
farmers and other influential persons some of whom from the very beginning

obtained land on perpetual farm, ' while others gradually established

themselves ag superior landlords over original proprietors and tenant

Probably this explains why in the north-western and south-western district:

where the Durrani influence was the strongest the British found real vill:

communities almost absent and instead feudal tenures existing all around

As for revenue rates under the Durranis, no special policy appeared

to have been enforced from above. The actual rate fixed for any particul

village seemed to depend upon such factors as the current records or notions

of previous collections, the existing agrarian customs and conditions, t]

Durrani administrator’s military strength, and above all the influence an

12. Ibid., p. 49; S. Ali, The History of Babawalpur, PP. xxx, xxxi, 26, 30, 53,
200, 215 and 220. (This wortk, based on cont
before the annexation of the Punjab; it gives many

il

70,

farmed out their territories and even governorships

13. H. R. Gupta, op. cit., p. 282,

4. Peshawar District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 128,

15. 8. Ali, op. cit., Pp. 37 and 53,

16. These revenue farmers actually exercised fu]] authority as
land and distribution of wate
half of the prohable outturn o

tegards cultivation of
I, especially in Peshawar and its neighbourhood, taking one-

f grain from both proprietors (daftaris) and tenants (bamsayas)

and even granting inams (allowances made out of land revenue) to leading families in

awar District Gazgettoer, 1883-4,

exchange for services of various types. For details see Pegs,
Pp. 127-8,

5

emporary manuscripts, appeared one year
instances of how the Durrani rulers

to the highest bidders of revenue;
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wer of resistance of proprietors and cultivators.? From the available

idence it seems that generally these rates, however arbitrary they might

wen, varied from one-third to one-seventh of the total produce, and
llected in kind as well as in cash, though probably the first mode of
yrment was more common.'®  Besides these rates many other items we..rc

I as a matter of course such as tributes and cesses, so strictly for-

n under the Mughuls.

\Ithough, compared with the Mughul period, the above revenue rates
10t seem to be very high, yet when we consider that, apart frmjn the
nue the peasants had to pay all sorts of cesses t'o the nﬁwly—estlabhsh;d,
owerful superior landlords, it seems very unlikely that anything ot Zr

subsistence cultivation would have been practised. On the other hand,
widely reported arrears of revenue® and the changing fottune oi the
rani L‘i\vllﬂ.\‘[\’ indicated that some returns from iafnd. must bave f':en
'L‘n‘\sl7lxll;' cm;cealed by the agricultural classes. It is indeed interesting

istri i i ganal Peshawar,
it in some north-western districts, especially eight parganahs of s

v R U.pt"l P P 8 3 Mﬂ'f Dist R 17 7S 883-4, P 3.
7 R. G a, op. cit., p. 282 atl I.Iﬂﬂ(;d&’ eer, 1 I2

s “‘contest between the administration and the pCBSantS, the fOﬂII.CI endeavummg to

¢ ) al ODVIOUSILy
‘hat the latter endeavoured to retair and conceal” was obvi

cover and aj IJIO[JIlﬂtC W

luct Of marclny and not of the notmal conditions as WID!lgf‘J]ly assumed by W. H.
roauc d

Moreland in his The Agrarian System of Moslem India, p. 207.

4 Lo 3= (5Erd £ 3~ . 123;
4 r District Gazgelieer, 188 4 P IZS; Mudtan Distri Gﬁ' elteer, 188 4, P
8. Peshawa 7 erieer, & ; trict fleer
an District tieer. = 4 S Ali op. cit., p. 212.
), G. Kbar Distric G(J{(‘ feel 3 1883 4, P 81; O, .l[, t., i : () J" .
secme have been f()l.lf modes Of collecrmg Ie.\’. GII‘UL ¢ nsi
n i\[UItiln there seemed to : : ; :
ACtu lllv received in Lln(.[ IIJV the gov ) 3 ( ) N i ¢ ( Y :
revenue actud )\ ernment ()fﬁc-lal it 'ﬂt di-finst (revenue NC-|
ide in kind at the time of division of the pfod ce, ; 'g v
SIC < a : u bl.'lt intstead of its being carried off b
i government official the ag:iculmrlst was compclled tomb}uy it a‘t a price fixed by the
\t.. nent, w S y above the o arket I)I.ICE),' i Zﬂb” (revenue per acre for
l I 1 ] 1 .
overnment, hICh was LlS'L'lEI] @
€ L.I in crops like sugarcane ﬂnd iﬂdIgO C()”CClCd Y annual measurement, clearly a tW'lS'th]
“ereair § - - l 1
fi f the \/IL]ghUl vabt s;stem); (flc'} Patai ot k rari (IEH.SC for a pIOt of l‘ﬂ-lld usually a WC:]
orm o : g 4 l e y 3
1i\i11g its assessment at a ].Lllllp sum varying from Rs, 12 to 20 of those tl[]lCS). For details

see Multan District Gazetteer, 1883-4, pp. 123-4. 1 g
Ibid., pp. 124-5; Shabpur Disirict Gazeltteer, 1883-4, pp. 5
19 Did., " .

p- 282,
20. S, Ali, op. cit., pp. 85 and 212.
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the average revenye demand under the
the same as under the British

Durranis (Rs. §99,090)
(Rs. 529,247) for a petiod of eig}

vas almoge

hteen years
(from 1854-5 to 1872-3),41 . This equality of revenue deman does not
necessarily mean that the burden of fevenue on the agricultural classes was

the same in both periods, but con

sidcring the fact that no cl
ported to have occurred in the

conditions of agriculture

Nange was re-
» One can safely

¢ Durranis were probably not
Worse off than under at least early British rule,

The Sikh Confederates

Unlike the Durranis, the Sikhs very muc
their hold on the territories they had acquired
more stable than the Durranis. Ng
ence, but the roving Sikh bands h
main confederacjes (misls) which,
each other,

assume that the farmers under th very much

h bel(mged to the Punjab, and
Was comparatively longer and
Sikh kingdom had yet come into exist-
ad crystallised themselves

though constantly

into twelye
at loggerheads with
r within thejr own h'mits, however rude
A¥EhEeh  These confederacies divided
reater portion of the Punjab, especially its ce

within these divisions made almost sjmi
nts, which in some respects rese

did maintain some orde
and imperfect that order might h
among themselves the g

castern districts,?2 anqg

traland

lar revenue

arrangeme f
geme mbled those of the Dutranis.

ated s uper-

Ak . r did so
WY larming oyt thei Ssions :

) g,l ljlt heir pos ential persons,
the latter divided the I, ‘il members. ‘The usual

ying some area he
ely larger pottion for himself
his subordinate chiefs and other followers
SELvices or the number of horses com-
& 0Wners and tenants thus became subordi-

the rest among
according to the degree of their
manded by them,23 The existin

nate to their Sikh overlords.

21 Peshawar Distric Gazgetter, 188

34, PP. 190-1.
22. N. K, Sinha, Ranjit Singp, P. 2 footnote,
23. H. R. Gupta, History of the Sikbs, Vol, 11, pp. 24-

Rty 5; G. L. Chopra, T Punjab as
a Sww:'.:gw State, P2t
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such tenures the following were relatively more common : 24 (7) Pal.nd:m
l\\‘}j.i-: | referred to the pattis or shares held by each member of:.t p:;tl::::n:i
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1i1; (i7) Misldari which covered lands. 2«';rantcd as a' Ir.‘.-cﬂrm e
petty chiefs or small lands without any condition whatsoever.
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ment, conduct the affairs of the village community, and pres peace and
order and in exchange would be given inams or, what con » the same
thing, exemption of a plough or two of their cultivation from ssment of
some allowance out of land revenue. The holders of these ina ere called
chaudbris ot inamdars and the grants they held were usually ma. life,27
We saw above that the Durranis did not establish direct tact with
the actual cultivators, but collected revenue mainly through  farmers
and local chiefs. The position in the Sikh portion of the Pu ippeared
to be different. Here the chiefs on the whole collected rev -‘{‘:rcul\-
from the persons in actual possession of land and in MAany case 1y mad-c
themselves very much a part of the whole village life, thouol | exert-
ing absolute authority over their domains.?®  Probabl. rhr. s why
in spite of widespread anarchy, there still existed quite a las nber (—nt,'
villages at least in the central and eastern Punjab where the S old was
the strongest.® Within these villages the Sikhs as 2 rule did nterfere
with the rights of existing proprietors and tenants so lon Il taxes
were paid and land was kept under cultivation, 30 In some ca even
s‘eemcd to have assisted the village community to preserve bric of
rights.3!  However, when they felt dissatisfied, .th‘\ did not much
about the rights of ownership, but undertook management of t} cerned
.27' GIy:ffff District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. g Sbabpur District ¢ razollecr b P 555
Punjab Administrative Report (P.A.R)), 1849-51, para. 320, T
Kam:/s-D if:fgﬂ::::f:sf:_{wm; r8.83-4\. p. 6o ; .]r(‘//:'ﬂ!(ﬁrr District Gapety f e 28 ;
For an interesting acco::;tp. £ ’Er [ ; m.mlm' ..uidf/j of the Sikbs, p. 12
e b “0 oW a Slkf’l chief lived in his domair 1 article
P e cT Doab,”  Colentta Review, vol, X, July-December 1845 ¢ p. 14-%
« K. Sinha, Rise of the Sikh Power, p. 145. i o 4
29. H. R, Gupta, op. cit., Vol, I, pp. 152- Ripy 4 ‘ . i :
the contemporary period hag left a very favourq} ! Hi m“l.l"mm,l.\ TR
in an article entitled “Tour ¢ Lahore,” 4 jasi 4’ Y “ccnm_“ . l"“- o
> i A atte Annual Register, Vol. X1, 1809, pp. 421-33.
Chopra, op, cir-,- p:,z, R e Gupta, op. cit., Vo, I, pp. 141-2; G, L.

3L Jullundyy Disric Gazm'eer, 1883-4, p. 28
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land as if it had belonged to them.3# They adopted the same policy as
regards new lands, especially those lying in the neighbourhood of villages
which the village community owned in common; these lands could be acquir-
ed by anybody who could cultivae them, though probably because of the
scarcity of cultivators old proprietary body did not raise much objection.3?
Thus in the dealings between the Sikh confederates and the village community
the emphasis was more on the actual possessors and cultivators of land
rather than on those who claimed to be owners, though normally because
of revenue considerations the latter’s rights were seldom interfered with.3*
As regards the revenue rates and the mode of their payment, the Sikh
confederates, like the Durranis, did not follow any specific principles. In
fact, each Sikh chief adopted whatever methods suited him best.?* As a
rule, however, the revenue demand may be said to have varied from two-
fifths to one-third of the gross produce, 3 though in some parts it was one-
half of the net produce after deducting expenses of cultivation.’” In actual
practice there was no such thing as an assessment and it was almost universal
practice to collect the revenue in kind by actual division of the crop ot by
some rough appraisement (called batai, baoli or kanknt, the terms very much
in use in the Mughul period). Like the Durranis, fixed cash rates (zabii)
were paid only for certain crops—sugarcane, cotton, tobacco, pepper, vege-
tables and fodder.® Any measurement needed was done by pacing, rough

32. Ibid. “It was the most common occurrence to mark off a slice out of a village

on which to locate a favourite—entire disregard being had to right or possession” (Karnal

District Gazgeticer, 18834, p. 213).

33. H. R. Gupta, op. cit., Vol. I1I, p. 141.

34. P, A R., 1849-51, para. 421.

35. Sialkot District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 93.

36. P..A.R., 1849-51, para. 223. This proportion prevailed in almost all Sikh
confederacies as testified by various settlement reports and district gazetteers. For instance,
sec Disirict Gagetteers (1883-4) of Karnal (pp. 212-3), Ambala (p. 60), Gujrat (pp. 99-100),
and Sialkot (pp. 92-3).

37. JSialkot District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 93. It is, however, not known as to how

exactly this “net produce” was calculated.
38. Cash rates, however, could not have been very common because of the usual short-

age of money in a period of anarchy.
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lists were drawn up of the amount due or collected from each ¢

-llci\'amr,
though such lists seldom went beyond the person who prepared them, and
as for keeping regular accounts of yeatly collections no one ever seems to
have thought of such a thing.39

The overall burden of the Sikh taxes on both proprietors and tenants
appeared to be very high because, apart from land revenue, various types of
cesses and tributes which the Mughuls had discouraged so positively were
collected in the same way as in the Durrani territory. 0 (Op irious
tribute was what was called rakhi, literally “protection money.’ isually
received from the inhabitants of the subdued areas in exchange fi romise
not to plunder them,*! Thuys the Sikh chiefs gave the impressior they
wanted to take all that they could extract from the village communi; :

To sum up, the land Systems of the Punjab experienced the fo)l wing
main changes under the uncertain rule of the Durranis and the S mnl~
federates : First, superior landed interests were imposed on the isting
bf:dy of proprietors and tenants, consisting mainly of prominent local indi~
viduals and revenue farmers in the Durrani strongholds (western, north-
.Wcstern 'and south-western Punjab) and members of the Sikh community
in the Sikh strongholds (eastern, north-eastern and south-eastern P i.!]x)-.
The result was that complications were introduced into simple communal
0; o‘W?er-tcfnant reIationships of the Mughul period. Second, old re- enue
:h;l;::;::;f;nl::‘;’;tnrgliml\'c‘n”do\\‘n What actually happmrd instc was
¥ whosoever usurped power made his own ten porary,

Summary arrangements for the collection of revenue. Althoug] .‘:ncs-c.
arrangemen.ts had no regular pattern whatsoever, it appeared that generally
:1;:- ;?;;’;a::zr:\?::(;i:i :;:’Cnuc indirectly tl.'lmugh superior landholders and
ectly from the villagers, because they themselves

. Jull St o
39 ]” ndur DIJ'!?‘IC! J. R-; 1838, P: 151; Sialkot District (_;a{ff!mr, 1883-4, p. oz,

40. To take i :
one typical example, the village of Hursola in Karnal District was re-

ported to have paid to the Sikh chiefs ap ove

Rs. 192/12/6 of neatly two-fifths accounted fo
Pp. 212-3),

tall revenue of R, 592/12/6 out of which

L cesses (Karnal Dictries Guagetterr, 1883-4,

41, 8. M, Latif, op, cit,, p. 287,
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wete paramount rulers as well as superior landholders.* Perhaps this
explains why, after the elimination of the Durrani and the Sikh powers from
the Punjab, it was found that land tenures in most western districts were
characterised by powerful landlords and dominant familites and in most
castern districts by village communities, 3 Third, the zabt or “régulation
system” of the Mughul period gave way to arbitrary crop divisions, by
measurement or by appraisement, at rates varying from one-half to one-
seventh of the total produce, paid mostly in kind. Last, in addition to land
revenue, various types of cesses and tributes were regularly collected from the
cultivators,
Ranjit Singh’s Reign

With the rise of the nineteenth century the Punjab came into the hands
of two powers, the Sikh monarchy and the British Fast India Company.
The former held the greater portion and left a more direct impact on the
existing land institutions, hence we shall discuss it first,

Ranjit Singh’s kingdom which covered most of the Punjab at first
did not seem to have any regular civil and military administration. Tt was
only from 1820 onward that more attention was paid to the reorganisation
of financial resources, especially the land revenue system, on a sounder and
moreregular basis.** Weare, however, not concerned with the development
of this sy;,tcm but with the outstanding features of its final shape which
appeared to have persisted &1 the beginning of the British rule.

No elaborate governmental machinery grew up under Ranjit Singh.
However, the fact that a long period of anarchy had been replaced by politi-

cal stability enabled the Sikh ruler to restore and revive a workable system

42. The Sikhs also employed in many parts the agency of village headmen, but they
never gave to them as much power as was enjoyed by superior landholders under the
Dutranis. Hence for most practical putposes the Sikhs can be said to have dealt directly
with the village community.

43. In other words, the Durrani areas (i.e. most western districts) contained the rudi-
ments of the gamindari system and the Sikh ateas (i.e. most eastern districts) those of the

mahalwari and ryotwari systems of the British period.

44. G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 122;
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of administration, mostly on the old Mughul pattern.**  The greater part
of the kingdom was held direct by himself, while the rest was left in the
hands of jagirdars and revenue farmers. Jagirdars were mostly those people
who had held their territories before the rise of Ranjit Singh and werc now

allowed to retain their possessions on the condition of furnishing conin-
gents of horsemen in time of war; they inclnded the old Sikh confederates,
the Hindu rajahs of the north-eastern hill country and the Muslim chiefs
of western districts.*6 Revenue farmers included men of wealth and influence
who had distinguished themselves in the service of the Sikh ruler and <o
were appointed farmers of revenue as well as governors of different areas

3

especially distant frontier provinces, 47

The directly administered territories*® were portioned out in Jarpe
districts or provinces (subabs), each province being further divided into
parganas, and each pargana into taalugas (each taaluga, according to one esti-
mate, consisting of 5o to 100 #anzas or villages).# Each province was
governed by a nagim0 (administrator) who had under him a number of
local officials known as &ardars. There was usually one £ardar over every
taaluga, though in case of large faalugas the number of kardars could be m m'-.

They were further assisted by minor officials (chaudpris) over groups of

45. The territorial divisions of the Punjab, the names of officials, the terms and prac-
tices of revenue department and even the court language of the Mughuls were all reprodiced
in one form or the other under the Sikh rule. See G. L. Chopra, op. cit.

46. H. K. Trevaskis, The Land of #he Five Riers, p, i

> PV ST,

47. Among these provincial governors probably the most able was Sawan Mal of
Multan. For other governors see P, A. R., 1849-51, para. 23,

48. Known as &halsa, a term also used by the Mughuls in
however, it has another meaning denoting the collective denominat
ment and people (H. H. Wilson, .4 Glossary of Judicial and Rey
“khalisa’),

almost the same sense:
ion of the Sikh govern

nite Terms, p. 275, see under

‘.49. G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 135. Reports differ as to the exact number of
prov.mccs under Ranjit Singh, varying from four to seven, but this is probably due to the
continuous expansion of the Sikh kingdom. See G. L. Chopta op. cit., p. 134, and
N. K. Sinha, Ranjit Singh, pp. 138-9, : an v

: ; 5
50. Note that the Durrani administrator was also called the naginm

S LR g
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villages (fappas).’* ‘This pattern of administration, especially the office
held by a &ardar, seemed to have been adopted even by jagirdars and revenue
farmers within their own territories, though such Aardars were obviously
responsible only to their masters and not to the Sikh monarch and his
administrators, 52

The above simple administrative machinery was tesponsible for both
civil and revenue matters. In actual fact, however, the most important
official, particularly in the sphere of revenue and land administration, was the
kardar.>® The nagim no doubt occupied a much higher position, but his
functions were largely of an appellate and general nature. The kardar, on the
other hand, was very much like 2 modern civil servant who was always in
close contact with the people and, by virtue of his functions, was the most
important symbol of the Sikh local administration. He performed inter
alia the duties of a revenue collector, a treasurer, a magistrate, and a judicial
officer. He was thus 2 very powerful man in his locality and so could easily
indulge in tyrannical activities. He was very much overburdened with
duties of various types and this could mean inefficient administration. Many
favourable and unfavourable accounts have been written of the methods of
administration employed by the £ardars.5* It is difficult to form a general
opinion but obviously much depended on the individual character and
personality of local officials.  All £ardars did not enjoy the same status but
widely differed in power and position according to their influence at the court
and the extent of territory under their charge.®® Further, the absolute power
with which Ranjit Singh ruled from his headquarters at Lahore provided
an important check on the activities of local officials of at least those areas

which were not located very far from Lahore.’® There is in fact some

s1. G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 135; H. K. Trevaskis, op. cit., p. 177.

sz. P. A. R., 1849-51, para. 24.

53. For details see G. L. Chopra, op. cit., pp. 135-41.

54. Ibid., pp. 136-7. See also J. D. Cunningham, .4 History of the Sikhs, p. 179;
C. Masson, Narrative of Various Journgys in Balochistan, Afghanistan and the Punjab, Vol. T,
PP- 30, 37, 398, 404, 405 and 426.

55. P. . A.R., 1849-51, para. 24,

56. Ibid,; G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 138; N.K, Sinha, op. cit., pp 136-7.




[144]

evj 9 - .
dence that, whereas many &ardars oppressed the cultivare, . 1 \ ;
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xorbitant sums of revenue, many others governed with a fai,

ciency and prosperity,’7 e
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(I:.l'a:rl)mrpw Distrizt 5. R Il:;gP- ;26-8 i Sialkot Districs Al I;},}:d\:}:)l\ 'l]“”m b bu‘.
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the state was collected in kind and sold in the markets by the officials them-
selves. Later on, especially after 1824, the state encouraged another system
known as gankut. Under this system the crop was not usually divided but
its amount was appraised by an inspection of the crop, and it was common
for the officials to compel the cultivators or the village money-lenders to
purchase the government share sometimes at current market prices® and

sometimes at prices in excess of market rates.’? In other words, the pro-

portion for the state was now collected in cash.5 However, both the

batai and the kankut systems suffered from one serious defect. The govern-

ment could not estimate its income in advance but only at the time of

61. Lahore Districi Gazgetteer, 1893-4, p. 241.

62.  Multan District Gazgetteer, 1883-4, p. 124; P. A. R., 1849-51, para. 233.

63. A typical picture of how this kankut or the Sikh cash assessment system worked
in actual practice was drawn by A. Brandreth, an early British settlement officer who
conducted the first regular settlement of Jhelum District between 1855 and 1864 (quoted

in Jhelum District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p- 136) in these words :

“In the Sikh time the cultivators usually paid by what was called the bigha rate [a
bigha in this case being equal to half an acre]; the £ardars and the appraisers of the crops
would select a fair field and very fairly calculate the produce by the eye; a deduction of one-
tenth would be made for the village servants and half the rest taken as the government
share. The field would be then roughly measured by a man’s paces or the area guessed;
they can do this with unusual accuracy; #he produce per bigha of this field was thus caleulated as
an average bigha; the kardar would afterwards visit each field of each owner, examine the
standing crops, and assess it as equal to so many average bighas. 1t was here that the owners
gained; they were, it is true, allowed nothing from their cultivators except where they were
a very powerful body and had to be conciliated, but their headman accompanied the kardar
and by assessing the cultivators highly induced the £ardar to treat their own fields with con-
siderable leniency. Of course a system like this gave enormous opportunities for fraud and

favouritism,

“The number of bighas agreed upon was entered against each man, and as soon as the
price of grain was fixed the value was calculated. And the village money-lender had to
advance the whole or a large portion of the amount to the kardar. The kardar then aided
him in collecting the corn from the tenants. When the villagers obtained a fixed contract
they followed thesame system, only modifying it by fixing the number of average bighas each
man’s land was equal to and then dividing the sum due by this number, and consequently
when they came to make a permanent division they assessed the different sorts of soils
as equal to so many bighas of the worst soil and divided the revenue accordingly.”

The italicised sentence clearly shows that revenue was actually assessed on the produce

and not on the land. Further, the basic features of this system were retained even in those

villages which were farmed to the villagers themselves,
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1

harvest. Probably because of this reason Ranjit Singh encourap

the close of his reign, the already existing practice of farming out
of large areas to the highest bidders, for periods varying from
years. In some cases the farms of the villages as a whole we:
villagers themselves ‘primuril_\' through their headmen.® i
that, whereas in the case of the batai and the kayknt systems, R
aim appeared to be to eliminate all middlemen between the «
cultivator®® and thus to diminish the influence of local leade:
this aim to be very largely nullified by his practice of reve
(except where the villagers themselves were the lease-holdes
It should be observed that land revenue was gene rally a
actual produce, but in the case of crops like sugarcanc, ¢
vegetable, and tobacco which could not be conveniently
assessed on the land with fixed cash acreage rates.5¢
As regards the exact revenue rates charged in the Sikh |
ever seemed to have been fixed at one uniform level. The,
place to place according to such factors as soil fertility and c
| cultivation, nature of crops, distance from control, and scarcit:
character of inhabitants. For example, the state demand on land
natgra[ advantages was as high as one-half of the yearly gro
In the case of less productive lands it varied from one-third
especially in the central districts, 6 In areas like Multan whe:
Was comparatively scarce it generally varied from one-sixth to
Beyond the Indus, owing to the distance from control and the i
64. ‘This type of revenue farming is also mentioned by A. Brandreth in |
of the kankut system noted above, .

6-5. However, where middlemen were too powerful to be ignored tl
a remission of from a quarter to a tenth of the lanc
cost of collection (H. K, Trevaskis, op, cit.,

66:. P, 4, R 1849-51, para. 233,

67.  Punjab Settlement Manyal (P.S.M.

68 PUS M para. 38; P, 4, R,
para. 294. :

6

1ICY Wi
1 revenue in order to repay

p. 180),

), para, 38; Jhelum District S.R., 1874-50, |

» 1849-51, para. 233; Gujrat District S.R.

9. Multan District Gagetteer, 1883-4, p. 123,
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character of the Pathans, it never exceeded one-third, usually averaged one-
fifth to one-fourth, and sometimes fell even to one-eighth.”® For crops
which could not be conveniently divided fixed money rates on the basis of
cultivated area were taken,”* though it is not clear as to how these rates
were actually determined. Thus the only generalisation which one can
make about the state share under Ranjit Singh is that it varied from one-
half to one-eighth of the yearly gross produce except in the case of some
crops on which fixed acreage rates were arbitrarily imposed.

Thus on the face of it the Sikh revenue system did not necessarily
fall very heavily on the people.”? On the other hand, the government
officials and the revenue farmers claimed a multitude of cesses (abwabs) in
addition to the regular share of the produce,”? their rates varying, according
to one estimate, between 5 % and 15 % of the revenue.”* Thus the over-
all burden of taxes on the peasantry must have been quite high.”* Further,

70. P. A. R., 1849-51, para. 233.

71. Ibid. To take one example, these rates in the areas constituting the British dis-
trict of Montgomery wete Rs. 8 per acre for tobacco and Rs. 6 to 8 for the first year’s cotton
and half of that for the second year’s crop from the same roots, and were called the gabti

rates (Montgomery District §. R., 1868-73, p. 140).

72. Ranjit Singh’s famous biographer, L. Griffin, has characterised his civil and revenue
administration as “the simple process of squeezing out of the unhappy peasants every rupee
that he could be made to disgorge” (Ranjiz Singh, p. 144). This verdict, however, is too
harsh and only partially right, for Griffin has overlooked the fact that the Sikh administration
did not have any rigid pattern and was not oppressive everywhere. The account we have
given above bears testimony to it.

73. P.S.-M., para, 19; Multan District 5. R., 1873-80, pam'. 80 (inclu‘ding footnote).
74. G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 131. As this writer has meted o.uc in his Eootf)ote on
the same page, the modern practice of taxing a particulat locality to satisfy local ;-)ubhc. needs
does not seem to have existed at the time of Ranjit Singh, and no proof is available to the
effect that the money obtained through cesses was even spent on objects of public interest.
Most of these cesses were merely extortions made by locally powerful men f_or their own
benefit, and wete positively discouraged by eatly Mughul rulers. Ranjit Singh, however,
took no steps to prohibit them.

5. Note a very simple example of this overall burden :

i s kardar
c 1d be charged Rs. 6 for six kanals of cotton. ",l,"he generous Kardaj
rcnnitt::rcg1 E:l% ;Eaz{::;;‘):nd then adc%ed Rs. 4-1-6 on account of extra cesses” (Monigomery District

S.R., 1868-73, para. 141).
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there is no lack of evidence to show that the Muslim peasants anc
cases even the Hindus wete treated more harshly than the Sikh peasants,”

this being a natural outcome of the fact that the Sikh state was essentially a

]n In some

]

religious state which had come into existence after a long and bitter struggle
against the Mughuls and the Durranis.

The Sikh revenue system did not work with equal success everywhere.

It was maintained fairly satisfactorily in the central districts because of the
presence of Ranjit Singh and the refusal of the Sikh peasantry, which was a
part of the ruling class, to submit to unreasonable exactions.”” The same was
true of Jellundur which was under Ranjit Singh’s able and efficient governor,
Misr Rup Lal.”® In the north-western frontier districts, especially in Pesha-
war, the Sikh system was at its worst. Here the Sikh domination was always
insecure because of the independent character of the Pathans and so the
methods employed for the collection of taxes and tributes were extremely
oppressive.”?

It was, however, in the south-western districts like Multan, Leiah, D. G.
Khan, Khangarh and Jhang where the Sikh system was at its best.’ Although
these districts were comparatively desolate because of the lack of rain and the
practice of cultivation along the banks of the rivers or by wells, they
were fortunate in being ruled for over two decades (1821-44) by an exception-
ally able and beneficent administrator, Sawan Mal.¥! His administration
seemed to have promoted agricultural development in various ways. For
example, rewards were given for good cultivation; Hindu money-lenders

76. 5. M. Latif, op. cit., p. 291; C. Massen, op. cit., Vol. T, p- 435; J.D. Cunni
op. cit., p. 179; Census of the Panjab, 1881, para, 125; Lt.-Colonel Steinbach, T/
p- 58.

77: Census of the Panjab, 1881, para, 125; J. D. Cunningham, op. cit., p. 179.

78. Jullundur District Gazetteer, 1883-4, P57

79. Peshawar Disirict Gagetteer, 1883-4, PP: 59-62. One manifestation of this oppres-
sion was the high revenue demand in Peshawar District which was Rs. 997,244 as compared
with Rs. 599,090 under the Dutranis and Rs. 529,247 under the early British rule (ibid.,

pp. 190-1).
8o. L. Griffin, op. cit., p. 150.
81. For details of his administration see Multan Districi

Gazetieer, 1883-4, pp. 30-1;
D. I. Khan District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 38; P. 5. M., para. 40.
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were introduced to lend money$2 and seed to the needy peasants; old canals
were restored and new ones dug; and the sinking and repair of wells was
encouraged by the grant of land on favourable leases. His revenue policy
was also lenient and well suited to the geographical and agricultural con-
ditions of the country under his rule. A man who constructed a number
of wells and settled cultivators was exempted from the payment of revenue
on the whole area irrigated by one well or a part of the area irrigated by
each well. In fact, the share of the state was usually kept low in the case of
new cultivation whether by canal or well, varying from one-eighth to one-
third of the produce. On upland wells a fixed cash assessment was levied,
while on wells in the riverain tracts leases for a fixed cash demand were some-
times given with specially low rates for indigo cultivation. In some places
the demand varied according to the number of oxen employed on the well
and was remitted when the well was deserted. For flooded lands the govern-
ment share was always moderate. The measurements were made at the time
of harvest and the rates were levied on ripened crops. In short, these en-
lightened methods enabled Sawan Mal to remit over two million rupees
annually to the Lahore treasury besides accumulating some fortune for
himself, while at the same time turning what was a desert into a rich, culti-
vated plain.

The role of village money-lenders in Ranjit Singh’s revenue system
deserves a few words. We do not find much trace of this class during the
Muslim period probably because money-lending on the basis of interest is
prohibited in Islam and also because the Mughul revenue system allowed
the farmers to make payments in cash or in kind and in instalments if they
could not pay at once, thereby leaving them without much necessity to
borrow money from others. However, the Sikh revenue arrangements
seemed to have given much encouragement to the growth of money-lending
class in villages. We have seen above that in many parts of the Sikh king-
dom land revenue was collected only in hard cash. However, generally the

people could not be induced to continue cash payments for more than one

82, In some parts Zaccavi loans were also advanced to encourage cultivation (G. L.

Chopra, op. cit., p. 136, footnote).

i S g e il
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or two harvests. Hence in some parts lik¢ Jullundur District the system
was to farm the villages from year to year to bankers who took in kind from
the cultivators and paid in coin to the government treasury,®® while in
others like Jhelum District village money-lenders had to advance the
whole or a large portion of land revenue to the £ardar who then helped them
in collecting the corn from the cultivators.®* Thus the money-lending class,
which mostly consisted of the Hindu Khatris, became an important factor
in the operation of the Sikh cash assessments. But this was not the only func-
tion it fulfilled. The Khatris in fact assumed the role of village bankers,
lending money to cultivators, whether proprietors or tenants, for both
productive and unproductive purposes with the result that the people in
some rural areas were reported to have found themselves always in debt
to these Khattis.®> This was the beginning of the rural indebtedness prob-
lem which continued to grow during the British period and eventually
assumed such a monstrous propottion that the government had to move
into action. The way in which the Khatris usually made their profits is
explained in an extract from a settlement report reproduced below in
footnote 86.

The question of rights in land under Ranjit Singh can be diecussed
here only in very broad terms. The reason is that there was much diversity
of tenures in the Sikh kingdom and if we undertake to analyse it in detail
it would take us outside the scope of the present study.

In broad outline Ranjit Singh’s attitude towards land-ownership rights
very much looked like a combination of the attitudes of his anarchist pre-

decessors, the Sikh confederates and the Durranis, Like the former he

83. Jullundur District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 56,

84. See above, footnote 63.

85. Gujrat District §. R., 1865-8, para, 291.

86. “For intetest on their debt the Khatri received all the produce of the land at a
price current of his own which gave him at least two annas in the rupee profit; accounts
were nevet closed by the agriculturist who always found himself on the wrong side; each
new money loan started with an immediate addition of 61 per cent. interest and was only
statisfied with a further 12} per cent. interest every six months at harvest time” (Gujrat
District S, R., 1865-8, para. 291),

[r51]

maintained the Sikh overlordship over all forms of old privileges and
superiorities;® under this overlordship his administration recognised, in
theory at any rate, the existence of proprietary right;®® and without inter-
fering with this right, as far as possible, collected land revenue directly from
the actual occupant of the land whether he occupied it as overlord, as land-
owner, as tenant, ot in any other capacity.’? ‘This was as far as his admin-
istration could be said to have gone to adopt a uniform tenurial policy,
if it could be called a policy, throughout his kingdom. But in actual prac-
tice, like the Durranis, each governor and to some extent each kardar, each
revenue assignee and each revenue farmer had freedom to make his own
arrangements.”® This meant that whatever uniform or levelling effect the
Sikh rule produced, its “‘process was carried to very different lengths in
different places and in the same placess in different times and the practical
result was to increase the diversity of tenures that previously existed.””?*
Thus the actual effect of Ranjit Singh’s rule on rights in land was
different in different parts of the country. A general description of the
more important tenures may be given here. (i) In many cases no party
other than the actual cultivators claimed any proprietary title and paid land
revenue direct to the government.®? In modern terminology this was
the class of peasant-proprietors. (i7) If there was a separate proprietor,
much depended upon whether he was an influential man or not and
whether land revenue was taken in cash or in kind.?* An influential person
like a village headman could in any case assert his rights, probably more
successfully if the collections were in cash, because in that case he could

87. G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 150.

88. P. A. R., 1849-51, para. 30; P. §. M., para. 107.

89. B. H. Baden-Powell, The Indian Village Community, p. 336; Land Systems of
British India, Vol. I1, pp. 651 and 703.

Various settlement reports also verify this fact, See, for example, Jullundur District

S. R., 1880-6, p. 151.

go. P.S. M., para. 114.
g1. Ibid.
g2. This was particularly true of Jullundur District (ibid., para. 108).

93. Ibid.
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himself engage for the payment of revenue, and perhaps less
if they were in kind, because in such a case the government usy
direct from the cultivator though allowing the proprietor

interest in the collections as well in the cultivation of his la

influential proprietor, however, could at the most get a small <h.

cultivator’s grain heap after the government had taken its sha:
not expected to pay the revenue and if he lived away from
almost certainly became a nonentity. (iif) In some parts the las
to hostile old ruling familics or tribes were forcibly taken
and redistributed among the industrious cultivators of lo.
This was particularly true of the Muslim Rajput families of the
areas or the martial Gakkhar tribes of the western Punjab, ma
fell from their high position to that of mere tillers of the s il,
settlers claimed equality with them or united to ignore them a
However, some of them, especially the Rajputs, did not forget th
and asserted them as soon as the British rule was established.

all areas jagirs or land revenue assignments were granted to a
people including influential Sikh chiefs and local leaders,
members of the regular troops, ladies and servants of the roya
holy men, and religious institutions,% The services of villa
(mugaddams and chandhris), leading individuals (maliks), and fam
influence were secured by exemption from paying revenue or
lands or by a definite share, usually a quarter (chabaram), of the la

of an estate.”” They were entitled to the ruler’s share of the

took it, as the state usually did, sometimes in kind and sometimes

They also interfered freely in the manag

94. 1bid., para. 41,

95. 8. 8. Thotbuen, Musalmans and

Baden-Powell, Land Systems of British India, Vol. 11, p. 675.

96. P. 4. R, 1849-51, has classified ¢
sonal and religious (para. 315).

97. P. 8. M., paras, 38and 115;

Rawalpindi District §, R.. 186 Jara. 32
98. P. 4. R. 1849~ : 2

51, para. 234, '
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grants, specially as regards allotting the village waste, sinking wells, locat-
ing new cultivators, turning out existing cultivators if displeased, and plant-
ing gardens.” They even made grants within their estates to those whom
they liked.’®® All these grants wete of course held at the pleasure of the
Sikh monarch and were by no means permanent.’® However, taking
advantage of the anarchy which followed Ranjit Singh’s death, many of these
grantees further strengthened their hold on the land and even claimed pro-
prietary status,'0* thereby adding more confusion to the already complicated
condition of landownership rights. Many of them were granted this status
under the British administration, though usually they were not recognised
proprietots of the whole assignment but only of the land actually in their
possession.’®  (») Lastly, communal tenures in the central and eastern
districts and tribal tenures in the north-western frontier districts did not seem
to have been very much interfered with. The mutual airangement within
these communities, whether based on tradition or fresh agreement, appeared
to have remained very largely unchanged, though responsibility for payment
of the revenue at least in communal tenures coincided with actual posses-
sion.’9*  One important feature of communal tenures was that strangers
were rigorously excluded from village communities, though transfers within
the community itself by gift, bequest, mortgage or sale were not infrequen tA0
Further, the right of pre-emption was closely watched which meant that, if
any of the proprietors within these communities wished to sell his rights,

the other members of the same community had a preferential right to

g9. P. S. M., para. 182.
100, H. K. Trevaskis, op. cit.,, p. 184.
to1. Ibid.; N. K. Sinha, op. cit., pp. 136-7.
toz2.  P. S, M., para. 182.
103. Ibid. For details as to what types of jagirs were resumed and what types
confirmed see P. A. R., 1849-51, paras. 318-24. =

104, P.S. M, para. 111. As for tribal tenures, although their internal development
was not interfered with, many of the tribal chicfs-and Hindu capitalists were made jagirdars

ot tevenue farmers (ibid., patas. 156 and 162; Peshawar District 5. R., 1869-75, pata. 402;

N. K. 8inha, op. cit., p. 139)-
105, P. 5. M, pata. 112,
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purchase them at the same price as could be obtained from outsiders, '
In some cases the village communities, while holding and managing the
land as proprietors, were bound to pay a quit-rent to superior proprietors
under whom they held,'"’ such proprietors probably being the old state

officials, influential local leaders, or adventurers who had established their

superior position during the period of anarchy.

It was quite natural that this diversity of land tenures should give rise
to various kinds of disputes concerning the alienation of landed property,
the relative rights of proprietors and cultivators, the village boundary dis-
putes between the chiefs and cultivators of contiguous and rival estates, ctc.

The settlement of these disputes rested very largely with the panciayals

or the traditional arbitration councils consisting usually of five elders of a
village.!%8 Although their decisions could be revoked by the £ardirs, in
actual practice this happened very rarely, because they worked quite efficient-
ly and were extremely popular with the people!® even at the time of the
annexation.'® It must be remembered that these councils worked with
equal success during the Mughul period, but when anarchy replaced order,
they obviously lost much of their importance, to be once again revived as

a result of peace restored by Ranjit Singh.

To sum up, Ranjit Singh’s main contribution was that he started the
process of rehabilitation of the Punjab land systems after a long period of
political turmoil. This rehabilitation was based partly on the Mughul pre-
cedents and partly on the institutions left by the anarchy. Among the Mu -l

106, P. A. R., 1872-3, Ch. 1, para. 30.
107, lhid., para. 36.

108, For detailed information regarding the working of these panchayats sec the fol-

lowing contemporary works : J. Malcolm, Sketch of the Sikbs, pp. 127-8, and A Mewiir of

Central India, Vol. 11, pp. 283-98; FL.T, Prinsep, op. cit., Appendix byW. Murray, pp. 202-3;
P. A. R., 1849-51, para. 28.

109. This popularity was reflected in the saying, panch men parameshwar, which meant

the decision of the panchs has the sanction of God” (G. L. Chopra, op. cit., p. 142, footnote).

0. In ﬁlC_f, the Council of Regency set up in the Punjab after the First Sikh War re-
iarde.d the working of the panchayats so satisfactory that they entrusted to them the task of
rawing up a code of customary laws as regards various social institutions (ibid.).
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precedents he followed the following were the most important : (/) the
division of the province into different administrative units, some under
his direct administration and some under local chiefs; (i) the assignment
of the jagirs in return for specific services; (#i) the organisation of the
revenue and civil department whose officials had more or less the same names
and functions as under the Mughuls; (iv) the assessment of the revenue
according to the kanknt system in which the state share was estimated in
kind but occasionally commuted for cash; (#) direct dealings with the
cultivators; and (#7) the non-interference at least in theory with the owners
of land, whether individuals or communities, so long as they paid the
revenue 2nd cultivated the land. Among the legacies of the anarchy which
he perpetuated the fellowing deserve attention : (7) the maintenance of the
Sikh overlordship which levelled all other rights and privileges; (iZ) the
continuation of many other superior landed interests (even though they
took the form of absentee landlords'! if they were helpful to his rule or
were too powerful to be easily ignored with the result that the tenurial
relationships remained complicated or became even more confused; (##) the
engagement of men of influence and resources as revenue farmers who in
many cases were Hindu money-lenders; (i) the lack of any specific policy
concerning maximum and minimum revenue demands which remained
indefinite and seemed to have varied from place to place between one-half
and one-eighth of the gross produce of land; and (¥) the collection of cesses
and tributes of various kinds in addition to land revenue.

Perhaps a rough idea of the agricultural and economic condition of the
Sikh Punjab can best be formed by comparing it with that of the Mughul
Punjab on the basis of the available revenue figures. The Mughul province
of Lahore was reported to have yielded an annual revenue of about 224
millions of rupees in 1720.""* The Sikh revenue seemed to have varied
from about 26113 to 3214 millions of rupees (or from about 124 to 19 millions

111, For example, the Sikh jagirdars of D. 1. Khan District were almost invariably non-
residents (D. I. Kban District Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 38).

112. |. Sarkar, The India of Aurangzib Compared with the India of Akbar, pp. Ixii-lxiii.

113. Accotding to W. Murray’s estimate (H. T. Prinsep, op. cit., p. 184).

114. According to J. D. Cunningham’s estimate (op. cit., Appendix XXII, p. 424).
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of rupees if we take only land revenue, excluding jagirs of all kinds)

between 1834 and 1844. Strictly speaking, these figures are not com-

patable, because the Sikh kingdom covered a much bigger area than
the Mughul province of Lahore and included the territories south of the
Sutlej and north of the Indus and also the state of Kashmir. Further, cven
the accuracy of these figures may be doubtful. Nevertheless, their very
incomparability suggests that, although the Sikh and the Mughul Punjab
differed in size, their revenues did not differ in the same proportion in
other words, such was the great havoc which the anarchy of the eighteenth
century played with the Punjab that even Ranjit Singh’s long rule could

not make it as productive in terms of the state revenue as it was under the

Mughuls.
Pre-Annexation British Administration

Befote 1849 the British held mainly the cis-Sntlej territories.

>

however, did not establish any regular government, because the purposc was
only to protect these territories from outside attack. Internally most areas
were left in the hands of local chiefs, while only a small territory was kept

under direct administration.

As for the native territory the existing rulers, especially the old Sikh

claimant could be found estates were made over to some deserving soldicr or
neighbouring chief by the grant of full powers of administration or of 15
signment or farm of land revenue.!'® This very much looked like the Dur-uni
practice though with this difference that the arrangements under the Briish
were probably more stable than under the former. The local chicfs on
the whole did nothing to improve the existing revenue arrangements which

continued to follow almost the same confused patterns as prevailed under

115. Raja Deena Nath, Chancellor of the Lahore Exchequer, estimated the Sikh land
revenue at about Rs. 13} million in 1847 (P. A. R., 1849-51, para. 230).

116. Of the last type were the chiefs of Pataudi, Dujana, Loharu and some other arcas
in the south-east Punjab (C. U. Aitchison, A Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Sanads
Vol. T, p. 10). Seealso L. H. Griffin and othets, Chiefs and Families of Note in the P
Vol 1, 1940 edn., pp. 12, 55, 56 and 78.
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the Durranis and the Sikh confederates in the previous century. The only
notable changes seemed to have been two : (7) Before the grant of protec-
tion by the British the position of local chiefs was somewhat uncertain;
they could be deprived of their possessions by any stronger power. With
the grant of protection, however, they came to be accepted officially as the
sole owners of their territories free of all tribute to the British, subject only
to the condition of assisting the British army in times of need. (/) Finding
themselves free from external troubles, some protected chiefs, notably
the ruler of Patiala, undertook irregular colonisation of deserted or neglect-
ed areas in the south-east, especially in the district of Hissar.’'7 Lands
were granted to voluntarily associated bodies of colonists who agreed to
pay some share of the gross produce in kind, being small at first but subject
to increase later, while their leading members or headmen were given some
revenue-free land as well. However, after a few years grain payments and
revenue-free lands were replaced by fixed cash assessments and cash
allowances, respectively. As for the division of land among the colonists
it was divided by lot in accordance with the anscestral shares of the different
castes or families who had founded the villages, or on the basis of any other
system of shares on which they might have agreed. Some land was, however,
held in common for grazing purposes or for ‘cultivation by non-proprietary
tenants.”® Although the colonisation thus undertaken did not cover much
areas, it very clearly indicated that colonists and new settlers were
introducing their own tenurial institutions in areas not familiar with them
previously. -

The ateas which the British kept under their direct administration were
compatatively few. In the beginning they were confined. to the immediate

vicinity of Delhi, But as from time to time various estates were resumed
117, Hissar District Gazetteer, 18834, p. 153 Punjab Gazetteer, 1908, V ol. I, pp. 220
and 231. . s
118. The pattern of colonisation described above has been mainly taken from Feroze-
See also Ferogepur Disirici Gagetteer, 1883-4,

pur District S: R., 1855, paras. 212-7.
pp. §55-6; B. H. Baden Powell, The Indian Village Commumity, pp. 323-4 and 341-2; Land

Systems of British India, Vol. 11, pp. 61 5-6 and 689-92.
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because of cither mismanagement or death without lineal heirs of the origi-
nal grantees, they were extended to include tracts which were the beginnings
of the subsequent districts of Delhi, Rohtak, Gurgaon, Karnal and Hissar.
The revenue assessments which the British made in these areas were generally
of a very summary type.!? They were based on the existing arrangements
and, though made only for short periods, were very severe and inelastic,
hence large balances were frequently reported as remaining uneollected.
This heaviness of assessment led to an impottant development. The pro-
prietors were forced to seek for tenants,’%% to help both in paying the revenue
and in founding new villages dependent on the old ones. Such tenants
paid no formal rent'?! and were susbequently recognised as entitled to special
consideration and were officially recorded as occupancy tenants in land
which they had occupied for a period varying from twelve to twenty years.'*?
In some parts, especially in Hissar, the burden of assessment was so heavy
that, when pressed for payment, they moved off into the neighbouring native
states whence most of them had originally come.'?* However, these summary
settlements were replaced by regular settlements in the decade preceding the
annexation,'?! the latter being comparatively less heavy because of being
based onthe “‘aggregate to detail” method recommended by such revenue
experts as Bird and Thomason.

As for rights in land it seems that the British administration as a rule
did not interfere with the existing landed interests. However, in the begin-
ning they granted lands to local influential persons for both revenue collec-
tion and general administration (like the Durranis), but later on, finding this

arrangement unsatisfactory, brought these lands under their direct rule and

119. Punjab Gazetteer, 1908, Vol. I, pp. 238, 257, 272, 288 and 310.

120. P. 5. M, para. z00; B.H. Baden-Powell, Land Systems of British India, Vol. 11,
PP 793-4.

121. ' P M pata. 39,

122, Ibid., para. 200.

123. For example, the demand of the first settlement in Hissar (1815-25) was so high
that it exceeded by 209, the revenue fixed in 1890 for the same villages. See Punjab Gazetieer,
1908, Vol. I, p. 238,

124. See footnote 119, above,
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recognised the above grantees as full proprietors in accordance with the
general policy adopted in the rest of British India.’? ?
Summary

From the foregoing sketch we can draw some broad conclusions about
the main features of the land systems which prevailed in the Punjab towards
the close of the period under study.

Taking the revenue administration first, the country as a whole was
divided into somewhat irregular provinces, districts!*® and sub-districts,
which were directly or indirectly under the jurisdication of a workable land
revenue department set up mostly on the old Mughul pattern. This depart-
ment, however, did not have any elaborate organisation and appeared to be
concerned more with the regular collection of revenue than with the methods
of assessment and the incidence of taxation on agricultural classes. . Govern-
ment officials, revenue farmers, jagirdars, and local chiefs managed affairs
without any specific policy directives from above, but theoretically all were
under the absolute control of the central Sikh government and occasionally
had to account for their administration and furnish detailed information
about the agricultural conditions of the areas under their charge.'?” In
fact, as we noted earlier, statistical record offfices called the gagikhanas were
set up in different parts of the country. One important result as well as the
proof of the existence of a workable Sikh revenue administration was that
when the British occupied the Punjab they had little difficulty in conducting
their own temporary (or summary) settlements, because the Sikh revenue
records gave them a good idea of the existing demands and so helped them
to make their own temporary arrangements.'?®

As regards the method of assessment the most common practice seemed
to be to fix the state share of the crop, whatever its proportion, by measure-

ment or appraisement and then to commute it for cash either at current

g 3B B Baden-Powell, Land Syséems of British India, Vol. 1, p. 43 (footnote 1) ; Land

Revenye in British India, p. 125.
126. 'The numberof districts in the Sikh Punjabin 1847 was reported tobe 59 (P. A.R.,

1849-51, para. 230).
127. G. L. Chopra, op. cit., pp. 127 and 220.
128 P.S. M, para. 42.
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market prices or at prices arbitrarily fixed by the collectors which were in

some cases higher than the market rates. This system of cash payments
appeared to work quite satisfactorily, because there was enou money in
circulation and also because the money-lending classes were present in almost
all parts of the province. On the other hand, basically it was a sy 1 of crop
division and mere cash payments could not help the peasants now in
advance (i.e. before the crop was ready) as to how much revenue they would
have to pay to the government. As compared to the fixed cash :ssments
of the British period or of the Mughul period under the “regulat ystem,”
the Sikh system might be called a system of unfixed cash assc nts. I
the contemporary language it was known as the kankut, a term which had
actually survived from the Mughul times though with somewhat changed
meaning, 149

Although this method of unfixed cash assessments was n or less
uniformally followed throughout the province, there was no sucl formity
in the land revenue rates which varied from place to place betwe: ne-half
and one-eighth of the gross ptoduce of the land, presumably depending upon
such factors as the strength of the local governing party, the pov resist-
ance of those being governed, and the local agricultural conditions. Side
by side with the land revenue a number of cesses were also 1 rly col-
lected.

Probably the most burdensome legacy inherited by the Puni vas the
great diversity of land tenures which itself was the product of post-
Mughul anarchy. On the surface there seemed to be only tw: elling
factors, the Sikh lordship over all forms of old privileges and ownerships
and the right of the state to deal directly with the actual cultivators, by-
passing all other interests if land revenue was not paid or cultivation was
not maintained. In actual practice these factors contributed morc (o con-
fusion than to uniformity, because their operation amounted to a forcible
change of the existing arrangements without any principle. Bencath the

129. In the case of the Mughul £ankat system cash payments were not compulsory
and whenever the state share of the crop was commuted for.cash it was done so only at

the market prices.
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surface, however, there appeared to be an unending variety of land
interests which, apart from peasant-proprietors, included village communi-
ties, tribes, local chiefs, revenue farmers, money lenders, revenue-free
assignees, superior owners, inferior owners, occupancy tenants, ordinary
tenants, etc. Among these some were apparently traditional like village and
tribal tenures, but it looked doubtful if, after passing through the anarchy
of the type experienced in the Punjab, they could have retained all of their
traditional characteristics.’3® The foregoing tenures taken as a whole were
neatly classified and legalised under the British revenue settlements, but
the process took several decades of painful scrutiny and even then no real
simplification took place.

It was thus clear that over the greater part of the Punjab the simple
communal or owner-tenant relationships of the Mughul period did not exist
at the time of the annexation. If any generalisation could be made at all it
was that the freedom enjoyed by a land-owner or a land-holder was limited
by (a) the right of the state to a share of the produce, (#) the rights of the
village community or near agnates, (¢) the rights of the supetimposed
landed interests, and (d) the rights of the occupancy tenants wherever they
existed. Theotetically, a land-owner could, subject to these restrictions,
manage his land and dispose of its produce as he liked. Practically, however,
this seemed almost impossible because the restrictions were far too many

to allow him a free hand in the exetcise of his rights of ownership.

130. Considered from this angle the codes of customary law compiled in the British

period cannot be regarded as based entirely on the ancient traditional practices.




ILM AL-HADITH AND ITS INFLUENCE ON
HISTORIOGRAPHY

AMANULLAH KHAN

The Holy Qur’an, ever since its revelation, has served as the basic source
of inspiration and guidance for the Muslims of all times. It very cleatly
enjoins the believers to show obedience to Allah and to Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him). Obedience to the Prophet is second only to the
obedience to Allah. There are 2 number of verses in the Holy Qut’an in
this connection, e.g.

16 &l o bl i Jgu Il sy o0 ™’

[Whosoever obeys the Messenger, he in\c_lef:d obeys Allaf‘] 3

266 &l r,.f-:-.::_g u;_g.l..:ﬂi @l O goei er g

[Say : if you love Allah, follow me, Allah will love you.]

The Muslims are further enjoined to accept the Prophet as the petfect
Exemplar. The Holy Qur’an says:

L EOR-W ) B PO PSS |

[Verily in the Apostle of God ye have a good example.]

Under the influence of such Quranic injunctions and in obedience to
such clear instructions of the Prophet as * “‘ &I s)s (2e 152l 7 [Circulate
from me though (it be) a sentence], the followers of Islam set out to collect
and preserve the traditions of the Prophet—his sayings, actions and silent
approvals. They were, however, warned to proceed with great caution.
The Prophet said :

566 Jl,;ﬂ O i ¢| 5.zl [iaza J;- u_\fua Iy 3.3.1. k) o I aaly

(=l o))

1. Al-Quran, iv. 8o,
Ibid., iii. 30.
Ibid., xxziii. 21.
Khatib Tabrizi, Mishkat al-Masabib.
1bid.
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cates falsehood against me intentionally, let him seck his ab

\

Every believer had to take the conduct of the Prophet

himself in all the affairs of life. Consequently, great endeay
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In coutse of time as this record of traditions related
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tions and attribute them to the Prophet, The Muslims accep!

of the fabricators and developed a ““Science of Tradition”
by which they could judge the authenticity of the report
of the reporters, What marvellous job they did in ordes

traditions related to the words and deeds of their Prophet a

the reliable from the unreliable, astonishes the world, The Mt
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Hitti, the well-known Orientalist and historian, says: “ Among all peoples
Moslems stand unique in having developed a science (‘/7) out of their mass
of religious traditions.”¢

Juyaboll, while appreciating the science of tradition, in his article on

6. History of the Arabs, London, 1040, P. 393
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Hadith observes :

The critical investigation of 7smad’s has caused the Muslim scholars to
make thomulgh researches. They endeavoured not only to ascertain the
names and circumstances of the authorities (ridja/) in order to investigate
whenand where they lived, and which of them had been personally acquaint-
ed with t}}e other, but also to test their reliability, truthfulness and accuracy in
transmitting the texts, to make certain which of them were “‘reliable”
(#hika). This criticism of the authorities was called a/-djarh wa’l-ta'dil (wound-
ing and authentication). . . . The so-called “knowledge of the men”
(ma‘rifat al-ridjal) was considered indispensable for every student of Hadizk; all
the commentaries on the collection of Tradition therefore contain more or
less copious details concerning the authorities.”

We come across scores of such wotks composed by the Muslim scholars
as convey information about the life, character, reliability or unreliability
and categoties, etc., of the reporters of tradition. Some of such works are
Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d, Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma‘rifat al-Sahaba of Ibn al-Athir, Tabagat
al- Huffaz by Dhahabi, Shadbarat al- Dhabab by Tbn ‘Imad, al-Isaba fi Tamyig
al-Sababa by Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani and Lisan al-Mizan and Tahdhib al-
Tabdhib by the same authot.

Similarly, we see standard works composed on ‘Ilm al-Hadith or the
Science of Tradition. Accotding to Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, the first known
comprehensive work of this type was composed by Abu Muhammad
Ramahurmuzi,® His work entitled Kitab al-Mubaddith al-Fasil bain al-
Rawi wa’ -Wa'i, is preserved in the form of a number of MSS. but has not yet
been published.” Ramahutmuzi was soon followed by al-Hakim Abu
‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Naisaburi (321—405 A.H.) who
compiled Kitab Ma‘rifat <Ulum al-Hadith in which he dealt with the whole
subject, dividing the material into different categories. An edition of this
wortk has been published by Dr. Mu‘azzam Husain (Cairo, 1937). Other
works on this subject are A/-Kifaya by Khatib Abu Bakr, I/ma® by Qadi
“Iyad and a treatise Ma La Yasd al-Mubaddithu Jahlubu by Abu Hafs

7. Breyclopacdia of Islam, ii, 190-1.

8. Sharb Nukbbat al-Fikar, UrduTrans. by Muh

James Robson (Tt.), Mishkat al-Magabih, Lahote, 1960, Intro., p. vii.

9.

ammad Abd al-Hayye, Delhi, n.d., p.7.
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Mianji. Another work of importance, which may be mentioned here, was
composed by Hafiz Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. al-Salah ‘Abd al-Rahman al-

Shahrazuri (d. 643 A.1.), His work is generally known as Mugaddima Ihy
al-Salsh.  Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, the well-known traditionist and a great
critic, already mentioned above, improved the arrangement of the work
and prepared its summary giving it the name “* ;3! s :Lh._-,. (b oNa) | A i
(Nukbbat al-Fikar Fi Mustalib Abl al-Athar). As this work was con-
sidered too brief, Ibn Hajar wrote, on the demands of his contemporaries,

a commentary on it known as Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar.

This work may well be considered to be a classical work on “Ilm al-

Hadith. It was a natural and necessary step towards the systematisation of
the various studies which had been carried on since the Muhaddithun (the
Traditionists) began to investigate the credentials of transmitters and the
value of their traditions,

Ibn Hajar has discussed the various aspects of this science in a very
systematic order. According to the different chains (ways, Turug) of trans-

mitters the following categories are distinguished :

I. Mutawatir: A communication handed down from the very begin-

ning to its compilation, through so many sources that there was no scope
left of any objection and suspicion against it.

2. Mashbar: A statement which is handed down by at least t(hree
different authorities.

3. ‘Aziz : A communication which is transmitted by at least two
persons.

4. Gharib is in general a rare tradition. With reference to the Isnad,
Fard-i Mutlaq or Gharib-i Mutlaq means a tradition which is transmitted
in the second generation only by one Tabii and Fard-i Nisbi or Gharib-i
Nisbi is a tradition which is transmitted by only one definite person of later
generations.

The last three categories are further distinguished as Ahad. Such tra-
ditions are again of three grades, according to the authenticity and reliability
oi.? the- reporters, viz. Sahih (sound), Hasan (good), and Dafif (Weak).
Likewise, if the chain of transmitters is unbroken and complete, it is called
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Muttasil; and if the chain is broken or incomplete it is called Munqatic.
Similarly, traditions have been placed into many categories like Mucallag
(suspended), Mursal (defective), Munkar (unknown), Ma‘ruf (known),
Shadh (contradictory), Marfu‘ (raised), Mauquf (retarded), etc.

Every Hadith has two parts: () Iad (the chain of narrators), (b) Matan
(thetext). The textissuffixed tothe Ismad. For example, in the tradition :
all ULW Pl d_,-w) ol e t:!'-" JHJ.:: e d’t; oF ¢ L OF 7 U.’.?.-\;- &

0965253 pashe 3 g Sl EMJEE delomll 590 JU hesy dake

[Yahya reported to me on the authority of Malik, on the authority of

Nafi‘, on the authority of ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar that the messenger of Allah

( peace be upon him ) said : Prayer in congregation is twenty-seven times
better (as regards rewards) than one offered alone.]

From (4= to jes (a1 (Ibn Umar) is ismad ot chain of rawis and from
Ol (Anna) to the end is matan or text.

This method of giving the Isnad with the text, we find for the first time
used by the Arabs. The history of any other nation does not contain the
chain of narrators of every text along with it. It is completely lacking in the
historical literature of the Greeks, the Romans, the Hindus and the Chinese.

It is remarkable that this method was also extended by the Muslims to
other branches of learning such as history, geography, etc.

Margoliouth says, ‘“The anxiety to know more about the Prophet and the
heroes of early Islam led, as we know, to greater industry and effort among the
Muslims than in any analogous case; and the study of the traditions of the
Prophet is largely responsible for and to be credited with the growth of
ceography and biography; if the way to test the authenticity of a tradition
was to estimate the trustworthiness of the transmitters, it was indispensable
to learn as much as possible about their lives; it was necessary to know when
and where they had lived, and this rendered geography and history requisite.”!!

In the bc-girming Hadith and histoty were very closely related to each
other, and it was from amongst the class of Muhaddithun that arose another

class known as Akhbariyyun (the narrators of traditions), the genealogists

10, Imam Malik, A-Muwatta, ed. Fuwad al-Baqi, Egypt, 1951, Kitab al- Salat al-

Jama‘at, p. 129. ey :
11. Margoliouth, Lec/ureson Arabic Historians, Calcutta, 1930, p. 56.
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and the authors of the accounts of the campaigns of the Prophet (peace be
upon him), who were later classified as historians.

Shaikh ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlvi considers history as lispens-
able branch of learning for the student of Hadith and mentions the close

relation between these two branches thus :

Ls“:*lsjk-c ru\.“- £ Adic S8 )3' \-;J]J ‘l.’..;lx,‘,.e ‘{&3'; .‘_—.)_... ;_51

o U:Ka 58 rJLl.ﬂ C"L u—vl ul;)'\d rJ\L ‘:)lc.o).) £ U)f}) )jl -2 Q\3=1_£
u\__“,-i t‘—dl‘al-:s.l A U"il K e o 63)4 )3' LQJ'IJ .D/ ‘L:L:- 88 pahns a3 '\_1 .\3/
u'\_-'(i L.J_Jle-'_}rts_jb )_,l l:r U‘f“; d...zg_’-\;'-!a ALs .__;_l).oé.f 53‘ | ‘jk
3wy e T OB s r_,lm dasyd 5 'CUU IN,L-. il w4y 0l TS
J_Si ':'rf-ia- d:aﬂ.’!:\ J\JLA)' {Q'J.ol _3 LJ":L’A:% £ L"',é.-\} J‘;i] 5 L_lk-’\ 3 9l "*’U
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[The knowledge of a broken chain of authorities and dropping of a
reporter depend upon the information that the reporter and the person from
1;)Vhom he reported did not see each other, and this in turn can be ascertained
y the fact that they did not meet each other, and the transmitter did not

COltIECF his lnf(?_rmatlon frpm whom he is transmitting and the re porter was
not given an jfaga (permission) to transmit traditions. This all is |

: known
through history, which deals with the reporters, copyists and rija/ (authc ’\I'i-
tles) Qf Hadith, their birth, death, petiod of their collection of Hadith and
theit journey, etc. .. . in shott with almost all the affairs of life. Duc to this
:ef}f gea'mn the Muhaddithun and Mashaikh al-Hadith consider history ... a

ety basic thing and of immense lmportance, and in one degree ‘Ilm-al-Hadith

is based on history.]

: All the scholars of Islamic history hold the view that the Muslin
torians of early period followed in their works on biography, genealogy,
conquests and other historical composition, like local hib‘lul‘ir:h' .’.':’.1.»::; tc
a sjty.Ie which was adopted by the traditionists in their oral and :.\-r:m
mission of Hadith. Even the form of their presentation w
Hadith, and it was primarily the study of Hadith whict
study of history,

nis-

gat, etc.,
'n trans-
as that of the

h necessitated the

12, Shaikh ‘Abd al-Haqq, Mugaddima Mish

Lahote, n.d., pp. ho. af, Urdu Trans. Khwaja Muhammad Ali,
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Professor Hitti in his article on “History” in the Encyclopacdia of Social
Sciences, while discussing the different influences which were responsible for
the development of Muslim historiography and while mentioning the early
historical works composed by various Muslim scholars, observes :

In these early historical works and in others which followed the form
of presentation was that of the stereotyped religious tradition (Hadith).
Fach event is related in words of eye-witnesses ot contemporaries and trans-
mitted to the final narrator—the author, through a chain of intermediary re-
porters. Thus al-Baladhuri introduces his story of the capitulation of Najran
to the Prophet :

“Bakr ibn al-Haitham related to me that “Abd Allah ibn Salih telated to
him, on the authority of al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, on the authority of Yunus ibn
Yazid al-Ayli, on the authority of al- Zuhri, who said. . . .”13

Appreciating this form of presentation, he continues, ““this tracing of the
cvent to its ultimate source served to develop exactitude, as did also the
insistence on dating occurrences even to the month and day.”"

Similarly, in his introduction to Kitub Futuh al-Buldan, he elaborates
the above statement by saying: “ The chief source from which history
writing flowed was tradition (Hadith); it was a pious custom that when
Moslems met, one should ask for news (Hadith), and the other should relate
a saying or anecdote of Muhammad. Each event is related in the words
of eye-witnesses or contemporaries and transmitted to the final narrator
‘wlm'n.z gh a chain of intermediate reporters. The authenticity of the reported
fact depends on (1) the continuity of the chain and (2) the confidence in each
reporter.”’ i 4k

Comparing this form of presentation with the modern h:st.onca-tl methodo.—
logy, he pays it a high tribute by observing : “This form ofhxstorl-c compc‘m-
tion is unique in the case of the Arabs and meets the most essential require-

i i 7 v, ““back urce’’ and “‘trace
ments of modern historiography, namely, “back to the sourc

the line of authorities™.*® : A
i i i itor of a number of valuable
Matgoliouth, another great Orientalist (editor

13. Encyclopacdia of Social Sciences, Vol. VII-VIIL, p. 381.
14. Ibid.
P.K. Hitti (Tr.), Kitab Futub al-Buldan, Vol. I, Tntro., pp. 2-3.

I5.

16. Ibid., p. 3-
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\]-Baladhuri gives an account of the Prophet’s instructions issued to
bn Hazm, while sending him to al-Yarran, thus :

Arabic works, and an author of so many books), while tracing the beginning:
of Arabic histoty, compares the form of presentation of the Muslims with that ‘A

of the Greek historians and acknowledges its superiority over their system ‘

. A " X: I A - &
oy deres 55 3l3) Lida J6 23l o g (A JB gpusdd| Hoag”’

as well as over the Christian and Jewish historical as well as religious literature F . 20 ¢¢ al Jd ol
and observes : ““As we have seen, the Arabic historians render the tracing e
of sources far easier than those of other nations by the fact their history isa [ And al-Husain told me on the authority of Yahya b B an (e
development of Ahadith (the Traditions). It does not begin with cither the i;r\‘ of Zivad on the authority of Muhammad b. Ishaq that the Prophet
continuous ot the official chronicle, but with the narratives of the ey« 3 e
witnesses. The possession of this system gave the Muslims an obviou \ similar style is adopted in theiz i 0 i g
advantage in their controversies with Jews and Christians, who gave more bn Kathir and other important Muslim historians.
the appearance of taking their information on trust. They had no chain of \nother way of handling esdiddie, o wniaR A i
authorities for either sacred or secular history. Where, c.‘s_.:., the Greekhis ometimes resorted, is that in which the compiler combines different -tradi-
totians are not describing their own experiences, they rarely give us the ti into one continuous whole, prefixing a statement of his authorities or
opportunity of testing the soutces of the information which they present; contenting himself by interrupting the narrative, wherever need may be, by
we have to assume that it was obtained from people who knew, Ultimate! citing the particular authority. : i
the Jews Hagto eompase an isand foxtheie Taucah.”! For instance, al-Baladhuri himself acknowledges in the beginning Of his
It would be enlightening if we examine our above point of view in the al-Buldan, <1 have been informed by certain men ]Eame,d . trad.1t1on,
light of certain historical works produced by the Muslim scholars. biography and the conquests of lands whose narrative I transmitted, abridged
Ibn Hisham relates, in his Sira of the Prophet, the Prophet’s grief at the and pieced up together into one whole.””* -
martyrdom of Ja‘far in the battle of Muta : ‘ A very recent example of traditional method of presentation 15_ tobefounfl
g : ; ' | W ]1‘!,\-.|m'irrll work produced by Shah Wali Allah Muhaddith Dehlavi.
ys Ibn Ishaq that ‘Abd Allah ibn Bakr told him, on the authority of

7 - 7 R is very careful in
Umm-i-Musa al-Khuza‘iya, on the authority of Umm-i-Ja‘far bint Muhamn [n his book IRalat al-Kbafa e B

b. Jafar b. Ja‘far b. Abi Talib, on the authority of her grandmother A

1cl

bint Umais who said....18 e prefixing IsnacliSiE e - : istori hy by the Mus-
s I'his application of the method of Hadith to hlStO.nOgmp y 0y ?
Jahshiyari in his Kitab al-Wugara w-al-Kuttab, while tracing the caus lims has enhanced the value of their works, 'fmd has influenced t}}l@ mof :1!;
of the slaughter of the Bermicides at the hands of Harun al—Rn;hid, prefixes historical methodology to such an extent S e R
an Isnad to the text by saying: *“ And said ‘Ubaid Allah b. Yahva b. ‘Ilm al-Hadith.

Khaqan : T questioned Masrur, the elder, in the days of al-Mutawaklil

about the cause of the murder of Ja'far at the hands of al-Rashid who
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17. Margoliouth, op. cit., p. 58.
18. Cf. Ibn Hisham, A/Siras al-Nabawiyya.

o . e 2 $ 19 AH., P 77
19. Jahshiyari, Kitah al-Wuzara w-al-Kuttab, Cairo, 1938, p. 254 Al-Baladhuri, Kitab Futnb al-Buldan, Cairo, 1319

20.

21, Cf. Hitti (Tr.), Futub a- Buldan, Vol. 1, p- 13-




REFERENCE GROUPS*

MUHAMMAD FAYYAZ

“generalized other” ! and Cooley’s “primary group”? con-

cepts ned hitherto unexplored avenues toward understanding the kind
of ¢ s and people who are significantly influential in the socialisation
of an individual. Indirectly they also unveiled the mechanism bringing
about conformity to group standards and norms, and thus suggested func-
tional prerequisites. for the continuity of any society. Society, on the basis
of these theoretical considerations, can be divided into such strata as
“generalized other’ and “particular other,”” or “primary” and ‘‘secondary”
groups. While the knowledge of this sort of division into groups is essen-
tial ie initial stages of societal analysis, this knowledge does not, of it-
self. permit us to discover the internal characteristics of groups of either
kind which transform primary into secondary groups Of vice versa. Under
what conditions, for instance, a group loses its primary characteristics, or
standards of ‘‘generalized other” become virtually inconsequential, and
a host of similar problems connected with group-to-group relationship
are not solved by these broad concepts. In other words, the Mead-and-
Coolev model is a static model accounting best for less differentiated, re-
latively stable societies where “generalized other” and “‘primary group”’
tend tc overlap. For societies with considerable emphasis on mobility and

considerable differentiation and specialisation, we can reasonably expect to

€% 3
ind the i n exclusively ; from ““secondary
find the ““generalized other™ drawn exclusively or partly fro e 3

i ' ical movements of
groups and spread over a spatial range beyond the physica

the identifying individuals.
guidance given him by his
£ F. Larson, Allan Holmberg and John Harp
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To consider the individual’s learning of group and community stand
ards as only due to particular individuals living at a particular place, is to
oversimplify the elements of the learning process. Recognition of the fact
that individuals, through thinking and imagination, can assume several roles
and thus broaden the learning base to an unlimited extent required re-
vision of and enlargement upon Mead’s and Cooley’s fixed-scope concepts.
Originally derived from the writings of these theorists, this imagination-
thinking dimension stimulated inquiries into possible sources of learning
other than the designated social categories. Toward this end, Sumner’s
“in-group’ versus “‘out-group”’ classification also provided new understand
ing of the group structures and group affiliations.* This classification cuts
ACTOSS primary groups

family, neighbourhood, play-group—and emphasises
identification as the most important single criterion for judging what con-
stitutes the in-group for a certain individual and why. If this classificatory
scheme is adopted, it becomes possible to look at the society, in all its multi-
farious manifestations, as consisting of individuals affiliating to groups
they identify themselves with and viewing others as “‘they”” or “out-group”
members. Such an analytical procedure has an advantage over static cate-
gories of primary and secondary groups in the sense that it guides the re-
searcher and the theorist alike to view learning as a continuous and growing
process. Likewise, it helps in conceiving socialisation as a dynamic process
and stresses the individual’s identification as determining his member

ship in one group rather than another. Being general and relational in
character, it also prompts us to seck an explanation of “why a man is the
way he is”’ in terms of his identifications. ‘

Frame of Reference
These three considerations, namely, (1) increasing mobility and differen

tiation, (2) man’s ability to assume several roles, actual as well as imaginary,
on the conceptual level, and (3) identification as an intergral part of learn-
ing process, led to the formulation of the frame of reference concept. 'The
concept was designed to bring into its fold attitudes, values, and standards

3. William Grabam Sumner, Foléways, New York,
1959, Pp. 12-3.

Dover Publications, Inc.,
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derived by the individual from any source. In other words, it was taken to
be equivalent to James’ ““pure ego”’* or Mead’s “‘L,”” but, in addition, admi-t_
ted of refcrence scales and reference points that one uses actively in a parti-
cular situation to judge one’s ot others’ actions. These reference scales,
being b | to time and space, may not be transferable from one situation
to qn \s defined by the Sherifs, frame of reference is a “system of
functior Jations consisting of influences operative at 2 given time ... 1in
a patticulas situation.”? | . ;

The frame of reference that one uses in a given situation at a given time
to defis nation and initiate action, as elsewhere noted by the Sherifs, is
a functionally integrated whole consisting of external and internal facFors.ﬁ
External factors are the stimulus factors embodying such properties as
shape, « ir and intensity of material objects, on the one hand, and words,
ucs‘mu d other spoken and unspoken symbols, on the other. In%cmai
‘f?l(.‘lu‘{: motive, attitudes, concepts, €fc., learnt from past experlen-ce.
A frame of reference in a given situation, then, is a product of the relative
weights that an individual assigns to these internal and external factrors at
ag il\\‘a e before he makes judgment. Since these factors are ver; (:orn‘-3
ple in nature, it is not always possible to infer a person’s frame of referenc
with a hich amount of accuracy.

The oeneral approach in deducing a pcrson’s frarf_w of refe;.:;cc;;;
should be expected, has been first to determine the attltudes., valli e; i
reactions of the individual to a specific stimulus ot s‘et of stlm:r;&re[;ce‘
mentally ot otherwise, and from th.cr.c t-o construct his fr?:;;c e
Since, as ohserved by Newcomb, it 1s, indeed, almost ax

»7 further
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prediction of attitudes after a person’s frame of reference has been determin-

ed becomes a matter of simple deduction.

The circularity of this argument should, however, be obvious. We

derive a frame of reference from attitudes and then predict attitudes from

this frame of reference. This closed-system approach, strictly adopted from
the pervasive psychoanalytic approach, probably did not prove very help-
ful in advancing the ideas long bzfore formulated by James, Cooley and

Mead. Pointing out this deficiency, the Sherifs warned that :

The concept “frame of reference” cannot be used in an abstract way
to “‘explain’ behavior, simply by labeling it. It becomes useful in functional
analysis of specific influences operating at a given time. ., .®

Using this concept, mutual interaction between different stimuli, ex-
ternal and internal, and observable effects on judgment as a result of
increasing the salience of one stimulus were extensively studied and the
results were reported under the rubric of frame of reference. Re

alising the
inadequacy of the “frame of reference” concept in te

tms of explanation, and

having analysed enormous experimental evidence from the psychology

of judgment area, Hyman set for himself the task of locating

significant
influences tesponsible for relative weig

hts given to internal and external
factors operating on the judgment process. Reflecting upon the days when
he was working on this problem, Hyman recalls that “the psychology of
judgment led me to inquire into the social frames of refezence employed and
gave many leads to inquiry.””?

Hyman also felt that there are at an individual’s disposal in a function-

ves for judging one thing higher or lower
than another, but on certain considerations many of th

ing society numetous alternati

ese alternatives are
either ignored or forgotten and only a few held in the

forefront. His aim,
then, was to uncover

these considerations which make up the individual’s

point of view and direct selective judgment. Tn this search, the concept
“frame of reference’® was treated as an effect concept, so to speak, preceded

8. Sherif and Sherif, .42 Outline of Sacial P._r}if}_’wl'q,qj, p- 41.

9. Herbert Hyman, “Reflections on Reference Groups,” Puplic Opinion  Guarterly

Vol. XXIV, No. 3, Fall 1960, p. 384.
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ve concepts of “reference groups” and “reference individuals”, ‘

mpt lent explanatory character to frame-of-reference studies,
whole scheme of analysing individua]-group inreraétion in
and Cooley’s classical thinking in particular and symbolic

ry in general,

Reference Groups

coined and used the term “reference group” explicitly in
tudy of subjective status in the year 1942. Since then,
been very lively in sociological and social-psychological

eason for this, states Hyman, is simple:

concept lay an old vigorous tradition of thought in social
had been built by many men. The specific ideas flowing
on had not died. Perhaps they were still searching for a

udies on status held it a rule that status determinants can

pecified.  Investigators had their status scales constructed

A income, education, occupation, and similar criteria, and

as belonging to higher or lower status according to their

Hyman postulated a subjective dim=nsion of status,

tus that an individual ascribes to himself and is not imputed
earcher. : :

ively interviewing thirty-one persons representing ldiﬂ'-CE-

rroupings, Hyman found that the subjects made signifi-

. re s ot
it positions on status scale with shifts in the groups
‘ s higher, other

were asked to compare with, somstime ot
jecti iteti ese

calculated through objective critetia. e

; . . .- 1 ~

and the individuals “reference

in iE;:_' one
amed ‘‘reference grnups", %
i i i anner :

I'hey were empirically determined in the following m
ted. the subject was askc]d
h. Were they actual people
people whom he did not

ronps » For each status repor
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: tearfie
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know, but whose existence he postulated? Were they of higher or lower
status than he?

Reference Individuals : He was asked for each status whether he compared
himself, not with a group, but with a particular crucial individual, and these
individuals were identified.!?

Reference groups, then, are groups with which one compares oneself,
in this case for status, but potentially for any other behavioural category.
It should be evident that such groups could theoretically be of almost in-
finite number depending on mere knowledge of them on the part of the
individual and the number of behavioural categories being compared. In
practice, however, such is not the case. Hyman tacitly refers to selectivity
of perception and cognition as reducing the number of such groups, and
concludes that :

The number of reference groups habitually used by individuals . .. is
relatively small despite the huge number of reference groups theoretically
available. [Also] Despite the large number of possible reference groups, it
is likely that particular reference groups are specified by, or are relevant
to [in this instance], particular problems of status.!?

In this study, therefore, we are shown the salient features of reference
groups and their influence on the self-conception and judgment process.
An individual seldom makes anabsolute judgment; rather he does so relative
to some group or individual.

As might be expected, the introduction of the concept of reference
groups presented new possibilities of explaining behavioural manifestations.
Newcomb took the lead in this direction, and reinterpreted the findings of
his Bznnington College study'* in these terms. In the otiginal study these
ideas were present but no clear reference was made to them as such.

Newcomb expressed the purpose of his original study in the following
statement : :

2o b by e
13. Ibid., p. 47.

14. Theodore M. Newcomb, Personality and Social Change :  Attitude Formation in

a Student Community, New York, Dryden Press, 1943.
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Since values come to be wvalues largely through the mediation of
the groups with which an individual has direct contact, one cannot very
sensibly study individuals’ values apart from groups.’?

jv a panel-study method, Newcomb started out to discover the ex-

tent to which a group influences an individual in the areas of values and
attitudes.  Students of Bennington College were girls who came from
familics usually of a protective type and holding conservative opinions on
public issues. As a sharp contrast to this, the college community had, and
encouraged, liberal attitudes. Here, then, was a situation most amenable
to an investigation of the kind of values and attitudes acquired by the
stude ind of the processes making such acquisition possible. As later
noted Newcomb :

\ attitudes, however, are not acquired in a social vacuum. The]}:
acquisition is a function of relating oneself to some group or groups, posi-
tively or negatively.*®

were two significant reference-group channels open to most

of the students: the conservative family group and the liberal college
community. As regards membership, the students had formal membership
in both the groups, but what was crucial in attitude formation was not
simple membership in but the level of identification with these two groups.
It was the consistent finding that those who related themselves to the col-
lege community and valued its acceptance showed increasing acceptance of
liberal itions to public issues. Their relationship to the college com-
munity, or, in othet words, its acceptance as a positive reference group,
was a ollary to the family’s being treated as a negative reference group.
So Newcomb ‘\lllnTll:ll‘iS:tl the theoretical implications of this study with the
f”““'-\ n§ note;

y : i the individ-
.in 4 community characterized by certain approved attitudes,

o : S . in which he relates himself
ual’s attitude de velopment is a function of the way u;ilicreferenc‘f group&”
g . - ) <

both to the total membership group and to one of
15. Ibid,, p. 3. ction of Reference
16. Theodore M. Newcomb, ¢ Attitude Development as a Funct

ds.), Readings in Social
Groups : The Bennington Study,” in Eleanor E. Maccoby, e al. (e )

Pyyehology, 3rd ed., New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1958, P- 275+
17. Ibid.
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Reinterpretation of the Bennington College study made three important
contributions to the reference-group framework and, within it, to the concent
of acquisition of attitudes. First, there are membership groups, those
“in which a person is recognized by others as belonging,’”'® that ma; 14y
not be one’s reference group.!? Second, in addition to serving a comparison
function, as demonstrated by Hyman, reference groups also serve a normative
function and become sources of new attitudes. Lastly, reference groups may

be positive or negative in character.

...a positive reference group is one in which a person is motivated to be
accepted and treated as a member (overtly or symbolically), whereas a neoa/iv
reference groud is one which he is motivated to oppose, ot in which he
not want to be treated as a member,20

Attitudes which persistently resist change are generally anchored both
in positive and negative reference groups in the sense that “what should |
done” is derived from positive side and “what should not be done” from
negative side. Whatever the attitudes, they are thus dually reinforced.

So defined, reference groups could be individuals in physical existence
or imaginary ones, and could be membership or non-membership groups.

A necessary and sufficient condition for their
groups is that the individual assumes he belongs to them or desires to seek

membership in them. Tt is not essential that groups or indiv

designation as reference

iduals them-
selves are aware that a certain individual thinks of himself as belongine
s ging

to them. What is important for determining the extent to which he will
be influenced by the group norms and standards is his interpretation of them.
However, if we want to predict an individval’s attitudes from knowledee

(=]

of the group that we have reason to believe to be his reference group, it is
Lt i
likely that we shall discover his opinions and attitudes deviate from the

objective position of a group determined as his reference group, not because
< 3 . L .

he opposes the group, but simply because he conforms to a false norm that

18. Newcomb, Social Psychology, p. 225.
19. “Ifa person’s attitudes are influenced by a set of dorms which he assumes that he

shates with other individuals, those individuals constitute for him a reference group™ (ibid.)

2o0. Ibid., p. 226.
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he has taken for the true norm of the group.”?l  To measure group in-
flue: ¢ need therefore to know the level of awareness that an individual
has ¢ group norm and the way he interprets its content.

tar we have seen that two crucial processes have been singled

out contingent upon reference-group influence. They are identification
and motivation regulating learning of group norms by an individual, The
She: fine reference groups in terms of these processes:

nce proups can be characterized simply as those groups to which the

individual relates himself as a part or to which he aspires to relate himself
psychologically.

iations where multiple reference groups are available, like the
situa wrising out of diverse roles one is performing, it is likely that
one t consistently relate oneself to one or all the reference groups.
Confr | with such situations, individuals develop a tendency “to gravi-
tate f rd one another and to form informal reference groups, detiving their
major dentity, aspirations and values from those informal groups, at
least e time being.’’?3

lea of informal reference groups, though perfectly harmonious
witl raditional balance theories in psychology, does not seem to have
been further pursued by Sherif or others.
Reference-Group Theoty
I lv the single most significant contribution to understanding
‘ and the one that unambiguously outlined

of r¢ e-group behavicur,

several steps vet to be taken in developing ideas about reference groups

into a systematic theory, was that of Merton.?* In reinterpreting some of
21, man, loc. cit., p. 394.

22, Sherif and Sherif, Groups in Harnony and Tension, p. 161.
iations, ™ in

Toup:
The CO[NCPt Of RCECIﬂlCC Groups 1 IIuﬂlaﬂ Rel

; Yor
if and M.O. Wilson {eds.), Group Relations at the Crossroads, New

23, Muzafer Sherif,

Muzafer ¢
and Brothers, 1953 pPpP- 22()—“!,
24. Robett K. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure, 1€V,

Free Press 1959, Chapters VIII and IX, pp. 225386

ed., Glencoe, TIl., The
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the major findings of The American Soldier reported by Stouffer and

1l 4SS0~

ciates?® within the framework of relative deprivation, Merton comments t]
“the concept [relative deprivation] was primarily utilized to help ac
for feelings of dissatisfaction, particularly in cases where the objectiy
tion would at first glance not seem likely to provoke such feelings, %6
In such paradoxical situations, and Merton has listed a fair
them, one has to turn to subjective criteria and look at situations from
point of view of the person involved. How does he define them S
satisfaction or dissatisfaction a function of his comparison with his im-
mediate associates or others? An investigation into these and many similar
aspects will lead one to have an explanation for relative
reference-group explanations take into account such aspects, Merton con-
cluded that ““the concept of relative deprivation can provisionally be regar.

as a special concept in referencc-gmup theory.*27

deprivation. S

These reinterpretations brought into the foreground concepts of “con-

flicting reference groups,” “multiple reference groups,” and “comparativ
reference groups.,”? No doubt implicit references to these concepts a

made in the writings of earlier theorists, yet here we have their scope a:

function specified and explicated for construction of a systematic theory.

25. Samuel A. Stouffer, et a/., The American Soldier »
and The American Soldier : Combat and Its Aftermath, Vols. 1 and II of Studies in Social
chology in World War II, 4 Vols., Princeton » N. I., Princeton University Press,

26. Metton, op. cit., p. 235. :

27. Thid.

28. See, for example, Samuel A. Stouffer,
Groups,’

Adjustment During Army

1949-50.

“Role Conflict and Sanctioning Reference
* in Samuel A. Stoufler, Social Rescarch 15 Test Ideas »
A. Stouffer, New York, The Free Press of Glencoe,

Jt., and Matilda White Riley, “Mass Communication
K. Merton, Leonard Broom, and Leonard S, Cottrell, Jr., (eds.), 5 ociology Today : Problems
and Prospects, New York, Basic Books, Inc,, 1960, pp. 547-54; Lewis M. Killian, “The
Significance of Multiple-Group Membership in Disaster,” American Journal of Sociology,
Vol. XLVII, No. 4, January 1952, pp. 309-14; S. M. Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Socia/
Mobility in Industrial Society, Berkeley and Los Angeles, California, University of Cali-

fornia Press, 1963, PP- 255-7; and S. M, Lipset, Martin Trow, and James Coleman, Union
Democracy, Garden City, N. Y., Doubleday and Company, Inc.

Selected Writings of Samue .
1962, pp. 39-67; John W. Riley,
and the Social System,” in Robert

1962, pp. 124-7.
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n tally, such a theory is not yet within sight.? Manv of the
In ntally, ) 3 5
theoretical problems concerning rcfcrence-grcmp theory raised by Merton
remain lirgely unexplored and unanswered. Instead of taking Merton’s
insight premises for empirical researches, the trend over the years has
been t ¢ the reference-group concept as a quick and simple explanatory
tool reo lving conflicting findings and conciliating apparently unexpected
results. Anticipating this trend, the Sherifs forewarned a decade ago:
“The: incipient signs of its [concept of ‘reference group’] becoming a
magic rm to explain anything and everything concerning group rela-
tions. . . bl ;
G Jly. it seeins researchers have been focusing attention, possibly
: . e ;
for pr L1 reasons, on the functions of reference groups which yield r.cad)
explanations. Thus far, as so aptly summarised by Kelley, two functions
have been repeatedly confirmed : comparative function and normative
functic .
; : to the
A up functions as a mormative reference group for ?];Ecrzggfo{r)mity
extent t its evaluations of him are b_ascd upon the degrcc:)thatsthc e
to cert tandards of behavior or attitude and to the €xt§ln St
of rew or punishments is conditional upon 'tl-l'ilse f‘tro l:he ext;:nt o
functions as a comparison reference group foran indivi 1tJa T
hax ttitudes. circumstances or other charactet ' iy
behav ttitudes, ces ) o 1 making jndg
repre: tandards or comparison points
ment | evaluations.??
ions can be served by
Theuoh analytically separable, these two functio i
NG : i tical sitnation. The normative
one and the same reference group In a prac

rence group theory,’

: ; : it of speaking of ‘refe
\though sociologists are in the habit of sp 2 true that tany defi-

it is difficul( to determine the elements of this tht:or}j'. While it is 10als:'d Eerhian
nite rescarch projects have been accomplished whlch.havc CTP :1;0‘“ iy
reference groups, and in spite of the many enlightening artic esbe I (Harold
still the #heary to which many projects and articles refer seems 10 1.2 Sociology and Social Re-
A. Nelson, “A Tentative Foundation for Reference Group Theoty,

search, Vol. XLV, No, 3, April 1961, P. 274):

E? B : and Tension, p. 159-
30.  Sherif and Sherif, Groups in Harmot) ference Groups,” in Guy. E. Swanson,

wp i R
31. Harold H. Kelley, “Two Functions of Re York, Henry Holt and Company,

= ew
et al. (eds.), Readings in Social Psychology, T€¥s Shits

1952, pp. 412-3.
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function suggests that a person is “motivated” to gain membership
in a reference group, factual or imaginary, and assumes certain minimum
criteria as essential to be met for conformity to group standards and norms,
The comparative function, on the other hand, is related to perceprual field,
that is, how a person perceives the group norms and, assuming those as
réﬁcmnce scales, makes his and others” evaluations. Perceptions and, like-
wise, cognitions are selectively organised,®® and it is due to this fact
that motives play a definitive tole in the selection process. Thus, Kelley
recognises that :

A more complete theory of reference groups must consist of at least
two patts, one having to do with groups as sources and enforcers of standards
and the other having to do with groups as the standards themselves. These
two parts of reference-group theory should prove to be merely special cases
of more general theories about the somrces and nature of standards which,
in tutn, should ultimately derive from fundamental theories of motivation
and perception.’3

There may be disagreement on the exact status of reference-group theoty
as a theory, but there is a general consensus on the fact, amply supported by
empirtical studies, that reference groups have considerable influence on atti-
tude and opinion formation. The problem that warrants serious attcntion,
however, is how to develop precise and discriminatory measures o deter-
mine reference groups. Once this is accomplished, prediction of the extent
of their influence on individuals would become feasible.

32. David Krech, Richard S. Crutchfield and Egerton L. Ballachey, Individual in
Society: A Texthook of S, ocial Psychology, New York, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1962,
PP 20-5. : : :

33. Kelley, op. cit,, p. 413.
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