VOLUME XXVI JAN 93 NUMBER 1

JOURNAL

v oE
RESEARCH

[HUMANITIES]

University Of The Punajb
Lahore, Pakistan



ADITORIAL BOARD

Chief Editor

Dr. Nasim Riaz Butt, Chairman, Department of En
University of the Punjab, Lahore.

Editorial Board

Dr. Munir-ud-Chughtai, Vice Chancellor., (Retired) University of the Punjab
Lahore.

Dr. A. R. Jaffary, Professor and Principal, Hailey College of Commerce, University
of the Punjab, Lahore.

Dr. Muhamniad Anwar, Professor and Chairman, Department of Sociology,
University of the Punjab, Lahore.

Dr. Miskeen Ali Hijazi, Professor and Chairman, Department of Mass
Communication, University of the Punjab, Lahore.

Secretary

Muhammad Naseer, Lecturer, Department of English Language & Literature,

University of the Punjab, Lahore.

OLUME XXVI JAN 93

glish Language and Literature,

NUMBER 1

JOURNAL
OF
RESEARCH

[HUMANITIES]

UNIVERSITY OF THE PUNJAB
LAIIORE,



Ben Jonson’s Epicoene: Implications of Relationships Between

the Sexes

Dr. Zahir Jang Khattak
Department of English
Gomal University
D.L.Khan

Ben Jonson’s Epicoene: Implications
of Relationships Between the Sexes

The comic wqld that Ben Jonson creates in Epicoene is

~.sharply divided betWeéen two sets of characters: the one like

Truewit and his twe frignds, Dauphine and Clerimont, who know or

~ have the aptitude to khow the nature of women; the other like

Morose, Capt. Otter and the two “braveries” who do not know the
nature of women nor are likely to learn, through experience. F. E.
Sheling’s categorization ef two. distinct types of men, the Knaves
and the fools in a Jonsononian play, is true of this comedy.1 Here
the skill or the lack of it in managing women separates the knaves
from the fools; The success or failure of the characters in Epicoene
is “determined by the extent to which they can exploit the
inclinations of women. Most of the characters are engaged in some
relationships with women: Morose is planning to marry Epicoene;
L’Fool and John Daw have surrounded the “collegiates” ladies; and
Clerimont is in love with Madame Haughty and so on. The comic
situations arise from Truewit’s web of conspiracies that he spins in
collaboration with his friends for the exposure of those who are
busy in wooing women in the wrong way ‘or are planning to marry
under false assumptions. '

If it seems off that Jonson should put so much stress upon

the art of seduction, one may understand it better if one. turns to the
_ second Prologue to the play wherein he says that a poet does not

write truths, “but things, like truths, well feigned.”2 He adds that his
characters or situations in the play should not be taken for real ones
and whoever does so “makes a libel what he made a play.”
(Prologue I1. 14) In other words the truth Jonson is concerned with
exists within the play and it need not be related to the real world
which lies outside it. Moreover, Jonson perfectly understands the
limitations of the sexual relations in real life. In this connection it is
important to note that Jonson makes Truewit point out the serious
business of life to Clarimont: “What, between his mistress abro.d



and his ingle at home...he thinks that hours ha’ no wings, or the day
no post-horse™ (I 1. 29 - 30) To this Clarimont replies
sarcastically: “Foh, thou hast read Plutarch’s morals. now, or some
such tedious fellow; and it shows se vilely with thee, ‘fore God,
“twill spoil thy wit utterly. “(I. I. 66 - 68) Clarimont asks him: “Talk

‘to me of pins, and feathers, and ladies, and rushes, and such things;
and leave this stoicity alone till thou makest sermons. “(I. 1. 69 -

71) This makes Truewit realise where he stands and he answers:”

well, Sir; if it will not take, I have learned to lose as little of my .

kindness as I can. I’ll, do good to no man against his will, certainly.

““(I..1. 72 - 74) From then onwards Jonson' safely sets all other
- considerations aside and obtains a license, as it were, for the comic

world of the play he creates.

In trems of this world (the comic of Epicoene) what is

- wrong with the characters of the play is that, with the exception of
_ the few, they do not know how to establish relationships with

women. The chief offenders in this regard is Morose around whom
the comedy revolves. T.S. Eliot’s view that it is not the plot but the
idea that radiates through a Jonsonian play is perfectly applicable to
Epicoene: the play takes its life from the attitude various characters
have towards women.s Our interest in the inheritance issue which,
acco.rd.ing to Anne Barton is the central plot of the play is
subsidiary since the danger of Dauphine’s  disinheritance s

completely gone by Act II, Scene i« We are informed by
Dauphine: s

This woman was lodged here by me o’purpose, and, to be
put upen my uncle, hath professed this obstinate silence for
my sake being my entire friend, and one that for the requital
of such a fortune as to marry him, would havé made me
very ample condition.” (ILii. 183 - 87)

go when Morose sets about his marriage to this “silent
woman” in order to d:sinlierit_ his nephew we already know that

Dauphine is in control of the situation. Qur mirth is aroused by the
comic attitude of Morose toward Epicoene and the subsequent
diversions at his cost. He is stupid enough to think that he would
marry a silent woman through a barber to disinherit his nephew. In
fact, what he is interested in is not a wife but a tool to “thrust
Dauphine out of my [Morose’s] blood like a stranger.” (ILiii. 108 -
09) He has no direct contact with the woman he is marrying; he
entrusts this job to a barber hoping that no one else knows about it.
His mistake is pointed out to him by Truewit. “Why, did you ever
hope, sir, committing the secrecy of it to a barber; that less than a

~ whole town should know it?” (IIL ii. 81 - 83) Besides, he wants a

wife--his main folly--"upon unconscionable terms; her silence. (IV.
1. 110). This is what Edmond B. Partridge terms a deviation from
the norm in this comedy: a woman is a personality, though certainly
an inferior one in Epicoene, and has to be dealt with as a human
being.s This is why Epicoene reminds him: “Why do you think you -
had married a statue, or a motion only? One of the French
puppets.” (IIL ii 37 - 38) The sub-title of the play, that is, The
Silent Woman, is ironic: it suggests that to expect silence from
women is asking for an impossibility. g

As a consequence of Morose’s ignorance or “negligence”, -
as Jonson puts it, he becomes “the anvil to work on” for Truewit
and his colleagues. Truewit brings out this fact in another context,
namely, when he is saying to his friends: “A"wench to please a man
comes not down dropping from the ceiling, as he lies on his back
droning a tobacco pipe. He must go where she is. “(IV.i.68-71)
Morose’s presumptuousness in this regard is exposed and he is
subjected to all sorts of humiliations.® In the mock-trial scene when
L’Fool and John Daw tells the company that they had “carnaliter”
with his just married wife Morose instead of raging exclaims: “O let
me worship and adore you, gentlemen!” (V.i.570) In fact, he is
ready to pocket any insult provided that in return he is offered a
riddance from his wife. He even declares himself impotent: “I am no
man, ladies.” (V.i.490) He comes to terms with his nephew on his
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knees. In order to obtain deliverance from Epicoene he promises to
Dauphine: “I will subscribe to anything, and seal to what thou
[Dauphine] with for my deliverance.” (V.i.651-52) 1t is significant
that Morose’s public humiliation is arranged by Truewit who is also
‘the master of the art of seduction. :

The people who are made to converge upon Morose’s

house are equally naive and foolish. The ladies have formed a
college because they have the Sir Otters for their husbands and the
L’Fools and the Daws for their “braveries”. Surrounded by such
men the ladies have to rely--the comedy suggests--on their
collective resources of wisdom, if one might call it so. Truewit,
who knows the nature of woman, confides to Dauphine:

Why, all their actions are governed by crude opinibn,’.

without reason or cause: they know not why they do

anything; but as they are informed, believe, judge, praise,

condemn, love, hate, and in emulation of one another, do all
. these things alike, “(1V.ii.687-92) '

o _He adds a telling remark: “Only, they have a natural
inclination sways ‘hem generally to the worst, when they are left to

- themselves.” (1V.ii.692-94) The ostensible purpose of the college

these ladies have formed is o pass judgment on social and cultural
n?atteri but its actual purpose is to allow free play to the women’s
vices, Sl? if something is wrong with the women or society in
Epicoene it is because men do not know their proper job, so to

spcak, gnt:l consequently “women have been left to themselves”
with their “natural inclination™ to folly.

The type of husbands they must have--
shown on the stage--

his wife is a candida

_ though all are not
's Suggested by the example of Capt. Otter. As
te fo‘r the college his relation with her can be

members of the college whereas Mrs. Otter is only aspiring to

become one. Moreover, there are remarks, dropped now and tho.:en,
from which one can imagine the relations of the collegiate ladies
and their husbands. For instance, we hear that the lady centaur “has
immortalized herself with taming of her wild male” (IV.1.28-29)
which shows that she has gone farther than Mrs. Otter. But h_/lrs.
Otter is no less a spoilt woman. Her husband, Capt. Otter, is a
block-head and Truewit characterizes him as “an excellent animal
“(IILi.53) and as ‘“his wife’s subject.” (!ll.i..SS)‘ In terms of
Epitoene it must be so, for Capt. Otter has also mamed. Mrs. Otter
for the wrong reasons. When Dauphine asks him why did he marry
at all if he believes that “wife is a scurvy colgdogdo™ as he calls
Mrs. Otter, he replies : “A pox ! 1 married with six thqusand
pound,l. I was in love with that.” (iv.i242-43) It is interesting to
note that Capt. Otter” has had command both by sea and by land.
“(1.1.376) There is no reason one should not beligve this. But as he
is unsuccessful in the domestic field his wife” commands all at home
“, she becomes a princess for him and he her subject. He admits : “I
have not kissed my fury these forty weeks.” (IV.1. 243-44) So, no
wonder if the women have formed a college. The early seventeenth-
century Englapg did not have the modern conception about women. !
The general social position of women had considerably declined
after sixteenth century, under the impact of Puritanism and
Calvinism, though it reached its lowest level in the eighteent.h
century. * Therefore in this play women’s independence and their
“college” is a sort of a comment on the failure of men.

The two knights who are ironically called “braveries” do not
know themselves: they are fools, because they cannot mampulat_e
women. L’Fool bases his importance on Mrs. Otter; he is
obsequious and is her runner, as it were, for assembling peoplf: at
her house. John Daw is the other gallant who courts Epicoene in a
Most ludicrous way: he has lived with her for almost six mo.nth.S;
claims to be intimate with her; but does not know that “she” is, in



fact, a boy. His whole approach is wrong. Dauphine brings this out

when he tells Clerimont:

Daw does nothing but court her [Epicoene]: and the wrong
way. He would lie with her, and praises her modesty;
desires that she would talk and be free, and commends her
silence in verses..'.(l.i.308-l 1)

Obviously enough, such a man is incapable of establishing an
exploitative relation with a woman. Dauphine adds his sarcastic
remark that in spite of being such a fool “he rails at his fortunes,
stamps and mutinies, why he is not made a counselor, and called to
affairs of state.” (1.i.311-13) In other words, Dauphine is implying
as how could a man be fit for the affairs of state if he is not
competent in the affairs of winning a woman. Failure with women
promises by extension a failure in social and public life as well.

In a play whose “hallmark.. which distinguishes it from the

- great comedies it precedes and follows, is its sexual toughness” the

significance of Truewit’s character must be the real centre of the
play. * Therefore, Truewit masterminds all the plots which leads to
the deflation of all the “prodigies” as some of them are aptly called.
Sir Clerimont and Dauphine--the two real wits--are also his pupil in
the art of seduction. No doubt in certain respects the importance of
Dauphine cannot be overlooked in his won right. He has secured his
own interests--that is his inheritance--without the help of Truewit.
In terms of the plot of the play as summiarized by Anne Barton, he
must be considered as the major character. But in the art of
seduction he is Truewit’ pupil."® Both Dauphine and Ciennmont do
not know the best tactics: they learn them from Truewit.

_ In the beginning Jonson shows us Clerimont complaining to’
his boy: “No marvel if the door be kept shut against your master,
when the entrance is so €asy to you.” (1.i.21-22) his lady is more

ropen to his boy than him because he [Clerimont] writes a kind of

poctry that is liable to get him “the dangerous name of a poet”,
(11.6) s otherwise beautiful song is not a proper addre-ss- to a
fashionable lady. This often anthologized song is worth quoting:

Still to be neat, still to be dressed,

As you were going to feast;

Still to be powdered, still perfumed:

Lady, is it to be presumed,

Though art’s hid causes are not found.

All is not sweet, all is not sound.

Give me a look, give me a face

That makes simplicity a grace...(1.1.97-104)

In this song Clerimont is objecting to the powdering and
perfuming and such other trivialities. He wants simplicity. There is
nothing wrong 1bout the sentiments of the song, rather they are
admirable. Notwithstanding all this, it is misplaced in the context of
Epicoene. Truewit points this out to him. He objects to this song
and -tells Clerimont: “And I am already o’the other side; I love a
good dressing before any beauty o’the world.” (1.i.109-10) He also
advises him that “A lady should, indeed, study her face when we
think she sleeps.” (1i121-22) The whole point of truewit’s
discourse, in sum, is that Clerimont is proceeding on the wrong
lines. He should, rather, play on the whims of the lady he would win
over. Truewit dilates upon the technique by which women should
show themselves to advantage- For instance: “If she have good ear

" show’em; good hair, lay it out; good legs, wear short clothes.”

(Lil13)

He makes another such speech in Act.IV, Scene I (37-49),
Then again he has a considerably long speech about the technique
of seduction. There is no escape from the fact that all this is
oriented to a specific purpose; it is the central point of the play.
Truewit’s knowledge in this field brings Clerimont round to his
Point of view and he subsequently acknowledges that: “Methinks




i
i
!

the Lady Haughty looks well today, for all my dispraise of her i
the morning. I think I shall come about to thee again, Truewit,”
(IV.1.34-36) Clerimont realizes that make-up is necessary and that
he was wrong to ask for simplicity from his would-be mistress. So
he comes to agree with Truewit at last.

Dauphine is also certainly impressed by Truewit’s

~ discourses and shows his readiness to £0 to school to him, so to

speak. This makes Clerimont make fun of Dauphine but Truewit
appreciates his recently arouses interest: “No I, like him well. Men
should love wisely, and all women” (TV.i.149-50) and he promises
to ‘:make ‘hem all in love with thee [Daupkine] afore night”
(IV.i.154-55) Subsequently he literally succeeds in winning all the
“col!egiate” for him. After his success with women his plot of
mampulatio_n of his uncle. Morose, through Epicoene also
culminates in victory for him. Morose, who cannot stand noise, is
50 torn_xrgd by the garrulity of his supposed wife that he renounces
his malicious intention of disinheriting Dauphine. Instead he turns

over in l!is will all his property to Dauphine who promises to
manage his divorce from his newly wed wife.
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Background

: Before discussing the development of women’s Movements
in the West, it seems appropriate to define the term

(13 b b ” - . .
Moc‘i‘ermzatlop which according to many scholars is synonymous
with “Westernization”.

“Modernization is only a word that is used to describe the
dynamics of social change brought about by the
transformation of the Western economy over the last two
hundred years. It is not used as a philosbphicai statement of

hqw things should be but as a way of measuring the rate of
this change”. (1) }

In other words, Westernization or Modernization is the

process of change towards those types of social, economic and -

political systems that have developed in European countries and

~ America from eighteenth century onwards. The so-called “Modern

World” which emerges out of these radical changes is, in fact, the

Tejection of monotheism and the breakdown of patriarchal values.

(2) The system of the mod i
ern world is generally based
concept of freedom of individuals and equﬁli s gl

tendenc.:y towards religious doctrine. The
recognizes women'’s rights and also gives res

‘the working class and non-whites
modernization v :

ty of sexes with less
modern world clearly
pect and importance to
Due to the process of

arious reforms were introduced regarding women’s

social, legal and economic position. As a result, at the beginning of
the twentieth century Western women found themselves living in a
very different situation. Thus the smart “Western Women” of today

in neat, lighter and more fashionable dresses shows the signs of her

new freedom and status.

In order to get this new nfodern status, however, women of
the West had launched an organized campaign long ago in the form
of Women’s Movements. The ideas, activities and- objectives of
‘Women”s Movements were not only the result of a plain desire for
gender equality, but, they were a complex mixture of many
ideological and political elements. Today although feminist
movements exist in every Western European country and they have

- plenty of work ahead, but it is a fact that true equality is still only a
~dream. (3) Whether the drean Western women will come true, is
- not our concern. However, why and how the latest position of

Western women was achieved is the main theme of this article.

The Development of Women's Movements

It is a fact that the early Women’s Movements fought ‘not
just for the vote for females but for their full social, political, and
economic equality as well (4). However in nineteenth century, due
mainly to the Industrial Revolution, When many conspicuous
changes took place, Women’s Movements took the view that the
democratic goals and values of the American revolution must apply
to women as well as to men (5). At present parallel to the Women’s
Movements another theory called “New Right” is also trying to
reassert the power of the family and re-establish the power of the
father (6). In fact the battle of the two sexes has a very long history -
and feminist movements have raised many strange fears in' men’s
minds, :

“They fear women’s sexuality, which, once released, may
prove insatiable. They fear the iron grip of domesticity and
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Fetsh :
i : fatherhood as their fate, for which biology baits the trap”

).

] New feminism emerging in 1980s considered motherhood

|  and family life as crucial aspects of women’s subordination.

“Socialist feminists theorized that the family was a device

I
‘ for the exploitation of women as unpaid h :
A childminders” (8). g s

i Fie Rectan.t!:y in America and other Western countries varied and
i .i| Intricate activities of feminist groups are going on which are based

I‘ mar.n.ly on the demand .of equal opportunity, the fight for the ERA
‘ political power, abortion and family policies and sexual politics (9) :

I 5 ! -In ordf:r.to trace t.he history of Women'’s Movements it is
! asm;)st impossible to date it precisely. However, one may look back
edu:;;igz t::d R'enalf.sam;‘e €1300-1400) when the idea of liberal

j farning for both sexes was & '

( : for ¢ pread, or one can
:it:::gt::t; :: '::) the l{’_\e}f"o'r‘matlon, the religious movement of the
ixte entury which had far-reaching effects i i

_ _ ur ; ts in the econo
[ ;f:::la:han; pohtrc'al sp!leres, or one can -taice into corisiderationn:;lct;
evolution in 1789 which provided a considerable

. simple matter. It consisted of
_::hanges involving ideological
Innovations. It was n ‘

atw:()]el .complex of interrelated
echnological and institutional
ot oqu. as comn?only understood, due to the
glcal‘ revolution and the accompanying

whfph Qetermined the way Western
0 tlfe philosophy, new liberal ideas and

Industrial and technolo

The first intellectual change started with the Renaissance
meaning the rediscovery of Greek classical learning, culture and the
art. The approach of the Renaissance was dramatic and there was
less emphasis on any spiritual guidance; instead, it emphasized
worldly affairs and gave more importance to individuals.
Consequently spiritual guidance to the ruler seemed to be
| disappearing and, in fact, the seed of Nationalism was sown at that

time.

The second intellectual change was the beginning of the
Reformation movement which challenged the authority of priest and
king by asserting the precedence of conscience. The Reformation
was a reaction against idolatry and ritual in Christianity. Although
Christianity had its roots in Judaism and started from a Judaic base |
which was monotheist and believed in the word of God rather than |
in images, when St. Paul’'s teachings reached other lands and
Christianity was spread over the Mediterranian area, it was
influenced by the pagan philosophy of the Greeks and Romans,
ultimately giving great importance to Mlary, pictures, music and
rituals. By the time power was given to the Church, Christianity
was full of pagan influences and the Church had acquired many pre-
Christian traditions and forms. The Reformation tried to purify the -
Christian church and recover the primitive purity of Christianity.
This was the time when Christianity divided into two major sects,
the Roman Catholic and the Protestant. The Roman Catholics did
not change very much and continued to follow the traditions of a
medieval age. However, the Movement had a great effect on the

~ Protestant and their domestic life. The sacredness of marriage was
reduced to some extent, which resulted in making divorce a bit
easier. The idea of marriage as a companionship gained
considerable popularity among the ordinary masses. Although
patriarchal authority was clearly asserted by the Puritans, especially
in family matters, they introduced a new notion of humanity and
human responsibility. Some of them adopted a more humane and
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sympathetic attitude to women and criticized old customs and
beliefs such as the notion that women were naturally shameful and

unclean. Some of the small Puritan sects, for example, the Quakers .

and Ranters included women in decision-making and women not
only prophesied, but they preached as well. Some extremist
religious sects even attacked conventional marriage and advocated

. free love and the complete independence of the female sex (10).

In fact, from the time of the Renaissance till the
Reformation, There was a very slow and subtle, but significant
process of change which later paved the way for a great and rapid
change throughout Europe and America. The conspicuous change,
hovyever, started with the French Revolution in 1789, the first great
social u.pheaval in Europe to find an intellectual expression in purely
pon-rehgious terms. In fact, the French Revolution supplied an
important additional momentum to that of the intellectual
development which had started developing since the Renaissance.
The nature of the Revolution was political and it was the assertion
and liberation of the capitalist class against an outdated feudal

 System and monarchy. The Revolution advobcated the economic,

political, legal and social equality of the sexes and held out the

 promise of emancipation to the oppressed. French women who, for
 centuries, were treated as an inferior and suppressed class
 considered the Revolution as an effective relief from their miseries

and showed great interest in and appreciation for the Revolution
and fought for the realization of its aims. Thus once the Revolution
was under way, women organised themselves and founded several
political clubs and newspapers through which feminists cited
wome.n’s political contributions to the struggle for liberty'and drew
attention to their patriotism. Realizing that they had reasop~':_

grounds for their proposals, they argued that since they were

fulfilling the duties of citizens, they could not logically be denied the

rights of citizens and, therefore must b s
~ Frp , € accorded . :
(11). In fact, the idea of the Puritan g Equality

s that people should have a say
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in their own governing within church and the State was put forward
by the feminists as the demand for the vote.

During the Revolution the most exclusive and independent
feminist society ‘was the “Societe des republicaines
revolutionnaries” which was intensely conscious of the dignity of
womanhood. Although basically it represented the interests of
women of the working class, it played a vital and conspicuous role
for the cause of women and demanded social, economic and
political equality for them. The feminist cause gathered so much,
strength with each new French upheaval that the Societe along with
nearly 48 other women’s organizations was banned and women
~were prohibited from political meetings (12).

The efforts of women did not succeed much except in the
matter of divorce, inheritance, legal majority of women at the age
of twenty-one and in civil suits when they were granted the right to
appear as witnesses. However, it became manifest that women,
basically of the middle class, did have the power to organize
themselves and fight boldly for their rights. It must be borne in mind
that the Napoleonic codes almost swept 'away every advance the
women had made during and after the Revolution.

Until the French Revolution, the question of women’s rights
had not been raised as such, instead, the preceding movements
including the French Revolution were started against religious
innovations, monarchies and hierarchies. Nonetheless, these
movements did create a collective consciousness among women for
their rights and they dared, for the first time in patriarchal history,
to analyze their own position. However, despite the survival of

 Some of the ideas of these movements, the economic, social and
political helplessness of women continued to increase throughout
the nineteenth century and it seemed that, to secure and recover its
Strength from the great jolt caused by the aforementioned
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movements, the patriarchy suppressed the fenale sex more than
ever.

~In various ways women in the Western patriarchy have
suffered and been regarded as the cause of human suffering and
misery. In fact, the Eden legend of the female represented the most
crucial argument of the patriarchal tradition; and the connection of
women, sex and sin constituted the fundamental pattern of Western
patriarchal thought and determined most sexual attitudes (13). In
the early nineteenth century, politically, women were not allowed to
vote, stand for election, hold public office or, in many parts of
central and Eastern Europe, join political organizations or attend
political meetings. Similarly, to ensure that they did not become
economically independent, women were debarred and prevented
from holding and transferring property, engaging in trade, running a
business, joining a profession and opening a bank account or
obtaining credit in their own name. Regarding civil and criminal
law, in most countries, women were not ‘legal persons’ in the sense
that they were not allowed to enter into contracts and were
regarded as minor or children in the eyes of the law. Until their
marriage, regardless of age, women needed the permission of their
fathe‘rs to work, marry, change residenceé and so on, and after
marriage -the authority passed to the husbands who enjoyed

complete freedom to dispose of their wives’ inco i
children (14). ; me, property and

: In America, until 1840 the law gave the husband the
exclusive control and guardianship over the children, the custody of

the wife $ person, the sole ownership of her personal effects and
ab_so[ute right to use her real estate a 7

property ownership, for ‘whatever she o
belonged to her husband. The husband |
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his wife by personal violence and was neither punished nor forced
to restitute. Her position under common law was worse than that of
slaves and she was the actual bond servant of her husband as she
vowed a life-long obedience to him. The two i.e. the husband and
the wife were called “one person™ and that one person was the man
in the eves of the law. She was also not permitted to choose her
domicile and, upon marriage, automatically had the same domicile
as that of her husband, even if he was living in another country

According to Western jurisprudence, whethe: i was in
England or France, the husband was something like i v zal keeper
and a lord to his “slaves” and was regarded as sovereign. By law,
the husband had full control of the children and even after his death,
the wife was not regarded as the legal guardian of her children
unless he accepted this before his death, Thus a widow wishing 'to
remarry had to submit the question of child custody to a family
council consisting of her dead husband’s relatives. As the children
were the father’s legal possessions and he was the sole “own'e_r“ or
them, he could deprive the mother of her offspring. Divorce
opportunities for women were virtually nil and in the case .Of t_he
wife’s desertion, the husband, if he wished, could compel his wife
to return by law or by physical force. In fact, until 1881 Fhe legal
right of a husband to use physical force to stop his wife from.
leaving home had never been questioned. Similarly until 1'884: the
wife could be imprisoned for denying her husband his conjugal
rights or refusing to return home. In France a woman found guilty
of adultery was given two years imprisonment, while a husband was
held liable only if he brought a concubine into the home to share
with his wife and even in that case, he was only fined (15).

These were the circumstances in the nineteenth ce.ntury
which forced women to protest and start a campaign for par:ucular
reforms. However, Besides such suppressive socio-economic and
political conditions, there were some other factors as well which
created a conducive environment for the feminists in the nineteenth
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century to organize themselves and they, unlike their predecessors.
fot{nd an eager and amicable atmosphere for their mission Some
major stimulating factors for a collective consciousness among

women for their rights and a radical change in their status were as
follows:- : '

(N

1

The. nineteenth century was the period when, economically
socially and technically the most decisive and irreversiblt;
chang_es took place due to the Industrial Revolution. The
most influential and greatest effect of the Revolution was on
the family and on paternal authority. As women did not
have any previous experience of work in the factories, the
employers found it easier to subdue them. Thus r;ow
women were under the control of employers rather £han oi‘
their hus!)ands and fathers. That meant the men’s social
control in the family was threatened. Secondly, the
economic basis of patriarchy was. weakened be(;ause
whatever the wage earned by women, it did give them a;

feeling that the
y were no longer desper
the male’s income. g perately dependent on

om home to factories and the larger

ey

19

to gain better employment and admission to the professions,
women started agitation and demanded better jobs and
facilitics and equal pay with men. Since admission to good
professions was not possible unless women had a chance for
education and had some political power to force the
government, for the legislative improvement, they also

=

demanded the right to have access to higher education and

the nght to vote,

One of the main characteristics of the nineteenth century
was the denial of sexual enjoyment for women, and it was
emphasized that women were maternal rather than sexual
creatures Thus throughout the century there existed a great
danger of sexual abuse, and to control, especially wqmen’s
sexuality. many devices were introduced. Besides some
physical means, a certain kind of morality and social
pressure were created to prevent women, even, from
expressing any desire for sex (16). In England, the Victorian
period divided women into two classes, first ‘good women’,
mainly from the higher middle class, who represented purity
of mind and spirit by their modest behaviour and dress and
were passive and symbols of chastity and delicacy. They
were not supposed to enjoy sex and if they did so and
actually admitted it they were suspected and were not
considered as good company for other ‘proper women’.
Apart  from child-bearing and presiding over a big
household, they were like an ornament to society and a
status symbol for their husbands. On the contrary, ‘bad
women’, mainly from the working and lower middle class,
represented sexuality by not considering themselves as a
special class, thus behaving and dressing provocatively.
These women could not afford to stay at home and lead an
“idle " life, and thus went to work in the factories.
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Out of such suppressive circumstances, there developed a
strong reaction against the traditional outlook about sex and
some of the ordinary women started treating sex as an
integral part of their life and of self identification Soon
women became aware of their sexuality and power due to
curiosity, education and the appearance of books and
pamphlets giving advice on how to improve one’s sex life.
Thus they protested against the almost universal belief that
women’s basic role was to fulfil man’s sexual desire and be

" pregnant with his children. The process of sexual awareness

for women which began to rise in the late nineteenth century
as a prolest against the denial of sexual enjoyment for
women, accelerated in the twentieth century. Within the
past fcw decades, the establishment of sex clinics, the
invention of new techniques which can increase both
partners’ enjoyment, the availability of several effective
contraceptive devices and the legalization of abortion clearly
indicate that female sexuality and her right to sexual
enjoyment is now. widely acknowledged and recognized.
The introduction of birth control techniques in the
nineteenth century, in fact, played a vital role in granting
women sfexual freedom. Women who, by
contraception could reduce the fear
pregnancies, started increasin
enjoyment.

using
of unwanted
g their sexual activity and their

Until the seventecnth century, each - individual was

picture. In the
iberal ideas, the
onality weakened

considered as one element in a total

nineteenth century, due to the spread of |
uonccpl.uf‘lhc individual as a Separate pers
the traditional religious influence over sex
the church, which in the
definite role in determini
previous rights and author

past had played a dominant and
ng the Miman behavior, lost its
ity over many areas of human life.

ual moruiny, and -

)
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Lastly the changes in the demographic structure due to
urbanization brought about changes in class structure which
ultimately created the middle classes. The professional and
industrial middle . classes, especially of woman, in. turn,
played a vital role in changing the socio-economic and
political life. The rise of feminism in the nineteenth century
was, in fact, due to the emergence of the middle class.

All the aforementioned factors and changes in values and
social structure motivated, rather forced women, especially
the middle class, to organize themselves and redefine their
role in a male oriented society. :

In England, the movement for women’s emancipation
started in 1792 when Mary Wollstonecraft published her
‘shocking’ book “Vindication of the Rights of Women”
(17). By many of her contemporaries, the book was
considered as an attack on the traditional family and
marriage and a source of diffusing French Revolutionary
ideas. And as a matter of fact it was true because the ideas
contained in the book really seemed to be a by-product of
French upheaval ‘and it was clear from the book that the
author was inspired by the revolutionary thoughts of tl.le
Revolution about liberty, equality and fraternity. Her main
emphasis was that women are human beings first and
females second, therefore, they must enjoy the rights of a
human being. She argued that all human beings must have
the right to decide their fate and their own interest rather
than depending on others. She insisted on giving women
rational education, free scope for intellectual development
and larger opportunities for economic independence.

After the publication of the book, though on the wr.face
there did not appear to be any great change, women gam.e.d
a greater awakening of consciousness. However, British
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'tllrsl;:)rgamzed form is believed to have started some time between |
330 and 1850. It commenced with the emergence of the Reform

M 4 VIR
ovement which ultimately opened the way for an expansion of

Suffrage Movement in 1866 and paved the way for a series of

g:flstlig?tio_ns‘ into th.e conditions of working women. In the 1860’s
: MilI IIs eminists derived great help and courage from John Stuart
, a great advocate of women’s rights and the author of the

famous ‘book “The subjection of Women” in 1869. In 1903

Suffrage Societi s
: : €5 gave rise to il
. organization (18). a new and more miltant

In i |

g profoﬁﬂenic.: ]the ﬁrst female anti-slavery convention in 1837
MBS plications. In fact, the Abolition Movement
Pl ond olgc{a5|on on which women were able to organize
:womeﬁ’s mO\ffcm[t;gtntlcaI maﬂﬂer.-The B untion of the
T ir?i?ii;ti?c; w]l:,h the Seneca Fall Convention of

ol ; .long series of women’s righ
achievet &nrﬁ;]lz t::ﬁgmted Stqtes. (19). The first serious attempit; :05
for' example. Fran age started in 1867. In some other countries
, France, Germany, Sweden,, Norway and Finland etc.‘

organized feminism devel ;
s opedin b s 11
the nineteenth century (20)? Shy/een the sixties and nineties of

Conclusion
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"Ideology Factor" in Media Studies
DR. MUGHEES-UDDIN

There has been a major shift of interest in communication
theory away from the behaviorist emphases of previous research-
approaches, towards the ideological problem of how messages are
$tructured, how they function in the circulation and securing
dominant social definitions, and how communication can be
Analyzed as a process through which a particular culture is,
represented, maintaiied, or transformed. In American media theory,
there has been a resounding absence of the notion of ideology.
Specifically, the concept of Cultural studies, of which ideology is a
part, has been as Carey (1979, p. 410) says, "generally
misunderstood, ignored or misrepresented in the US." The purpose
of this essay ig to isolate and elucidate, against its historical
background, the sense of ideology that predominates in modem
Media Studies.

The "ideology" was created during the period of French
Revolution by Antoine Destutt Detracy, who used it to describe a
new science, the science of idxeas (Larrain, 1979, p. 27).. It would
have as its object the establishment of the origin of ideas. By
overcoming religious and metaphysical prejudices, he hoped this
would serve as a new basis for public education, ideology,
alongwith grammar and logic, was to be a part of zoology and thus
have close relation with the physical sciences (Miller, 1971, 0.28).
The work of de tracy and his followers, who were called "the
ideologists," was known in the new American republic, at least by
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson (Drucker, 1974, p. 13). The
term ideology was first given a ncgative connotation by Napolaon.
Although he found himself on the same side as the "ideologues”
during the Revolutionary period, he later became target after he
gained a position of absolute authority (Miller, 1971, p. 28). When
the){ could not accept his despotic excesses, Napoleon turned
against them, using the description "deologists" with the
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during the Revolutionary period, he later became target after he
gained a position of absolute authority (Miller, 1971, p. 28). When
they could not accept his despotic excesses, Napoleon turned
against them, using the description "ideologists" with the
derogatory meaning that they were unrealistic and doctrinaire
intellc)actuals ignorant of the possibilities of politics (Larrain, 1979,
p. 28).

In French political philosophy, the birth of this negative
connotation is liked to the fortunes of religion in general and to the
catholic church in particular. In eighteenth century’s French,
criticism of religion preceded criticism of the state (Barth, 1976, p.
10). In the eyes of the ideologues. nothing endangered social
beaconed the achievements of 1789 morc than divisive religious
conflict and the siding of the state with the state with the relicious
authority for the purpose of suppressing tolerance and freedom of
conscience. Napoleon intended to found the new political order of
France on the traditional European basis of a relation firmly rooted
in the social order, which would sanction divinely ordained
mequalities within a hicrarchical social structure e

Among the pro-Bonapartist Public, then. ideology came to
connole something low and despicable, which. in words of Walter
Scott, Napoleon's biographer, prevailed "with none save hot-
brained boys and crazed enthusiasts” (Scott, 1987, p 251) To the
present time, the concept of ideology has retained the connotation
pf an Imveclwe alpd acc_usalion. Roucek (1944, p. 10) speaks of a
nl"lgg:r::r Sj?gi]:::\gl-"(:n of the term as visionary moonshine," and most
o liII:: fr{c!ttde the signfication “theorizing of a
CONRORON 1 one Oan.lnca!. nature.™  Alongside the passive
a8 “emotionally shers ):irl(;n;.lsm and emotionalism- ideology is seen
e (Mo oo ge : grefs'.abOLat the substance of the "good
v i -_._'p. 3). a .force increasingly hostile to the

Civilization” (Feur, 1975, Preface): "systems ol

eliefs that are implicil iari
X ‘ y totalitarian" (Halle 1972 - "The
product of a right-or ICIl-win!r st ke o

personality structure which predi

ance, combined- with a certain
SPoses a person to aggressive
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action, to dogmatic assertion and to Machiavellian practices"
(Eysenck and Wilson, 1973, p. 30): or characterized by “bias,

: Oversimplification, emotive language and adaptation to
public prejudice” (Geertz, 1964, p. 47).

Although Napoleon was the first to give the term a
derogatory association, Marxian usage incorporated a pejorative
content into the coneept of ideology itself (Carlsnaes, 1981, p. 28).
This represents a return to a conception of ideology that is in line
with Plato's notion of Doxa or common-sense discourse which,
unlike philosophy and science, denotes sets of ideas not primarily
conceived for cognitive purposes.

During the nineteenth century there was a growing
convergence between the term ideology and its negative content.
This was taking place largely through the radical critique of religion
by the so-called left-wing Hegelians, although without any formal
connection with the term ideology. The transformation of
Christianity into a dogmatic system was being described, for the
first time, as responsible for alienation in society. Feuerbach went
further by attempting to show that the attributes of the divinity,
such as providence, goodness, love, and holiness, are really
reification- of human attributes. Religion was no longer seen either
as a totally irrational belief or as an arbitrary invention of wicked
priests trying to deceive the people. Feuerbach came clo§§: to the
Marxian concept of ideology, which surpassed the critique of
religion and asserted the negative and critical character of ideology.

_ When Marx finally arrived at his own general concept of
ideology, it subsumed not only religion but all forms of distorted
consciousness, and it initiated a tradition of critically examining the
negative, historical contradictions in a society in relation to its
dominant ideology ..

An ideology understands a culture within the framework of
assumptions which are characteristics of a specific social group but
have probably spread beyond it to other groups. It reflects a
Systematic orientation of thought and feelings of a particular group.
Therefore, it is biased towards that group in a systematic and
Pervasive way, implicitly suggesting that a society which is not
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structured in harmony with its characteristic forms of thought and

conditions of existence is not fully rational. As Marx puts it, an
!.dcology "defends," "justifies," "legitimizes," "speaks for." or is an
"apolo'gla'." for a particular group. It is necessarily led to "conceal,"
disguise," mystify." or "misunderstand” its subject-matter (Parekh,
1982, p. 30).

; What of the social group to which an ideology is biased?
Although Marx concentrated on class-based ideology, the dominant

-social group might be a nation, a race. a linguistic group, a

E_rofessnonai group, or even a subgroup within a class. Thus, a
istory of Rome or India, which selectively interprets facts so as to

show the good leadership of the Parisians or the Brahmans and the

chaos of their opponents' leadership, defined either in terms of the
objectively shared conditions of existence (class-in-itself) or in
terms of the awareness among people of common identity springing
from their common .experience (class-in-itself) is ~of mcz):jor
importance to Marx. His theoretical frame reference was bounded
by the major three classes of his time-those who owned large
amounts of land, those who owned capital, and those owned labor-
power. Other classes included the petit bowurgeoisie, whose role in
the economic structure lay in the realm of ‘
c?(l?r_r‘ljogltulas rather than their production; (he professionals, who
provided the technical expertise for the social structure, trained
;]ul::hged lpec.)ple, administered government, etc.; and the
Crimpin:F::Ctlanat. the poor, the unemployed, the homeless, the
e OSi:i\ny”appmaLh -t'o M:lr.x's ll?cmy must begin with the
position that a material base in society determines an ideological
Superstructure. In 1851, Marx wrote: s ] s
Upon the several forms of property, upon the social

conditions of existence of ex
s e of existence, a wl X re |
) ) s ’ ]) » » v . - » »
reared of various and pecyl; e

thought and conceptions o
shapes these out of its
corresponding social conditi

['life. The whole class produces and
material foundation and out of the
ons. Eight years later he wrote:

of circulation of

arly shaped feelings, illusions, habits of
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The mode of production of material life determines the
_general character of the social, political and spiritual
processes of life. It is not the consciousness of people that
determines their being but, on the contrary, their social
being-that determines their consciousness (Marx, 1964, p.
51)

Ideology is a process accomplished by the so-called thinkers
consciously, it is true, but with false consciousness. The real motive
forces impelling him remain unknown to him". otherwise it simply
would not be an ideological process. Hence, he imagines false or
seeming motive forces (Marx and Engels, 1962, p. 451)

L}

An ideology, then, is essentially a body of thought giving a

| systematically biased and distorted account of its subject matter, but

also with enough grains of truth to make it plausible. It has an
empirical basis in the experience of a specific social group and it is
normative for the rest of the society, turning what is a specific fact
for one group into an "ought" or "ideal" for all groups. Insofar as it
presents an illusion or appearance of reality, it has obvious
similarities with Marx's theory of fetishism} just as, at the level of
the economic base, the products of work are given a life of their
own by being fetishized, so social role are reified in the ideological
superstructure (law, politics, education media, etc.). Not until the
time of Lenin was the term ideology no longer taken as
Synonymous with false consciousness but given its own neutral
meaning. . :

If the task of idcology is to bring about the logical transition
from what is a fact for one group to what is a norm for others, it
might reasonably be asked why ideology is so persistent, why so
mariy individuals do not see through its distortions. ldeological
explanations tend to misperceive and distort and mystify because
Ihey_ universalize a particle social point of view. The bourgeoisie,
for instance, will argue that people are by nature possessive and
that the bourgeois form of society, with its laws and institutions
protecting private property, is natural to human kind, Here the
limits of this point of view are taken as the limits of the world itself,
as what is natural and self-evident. It would also, of course, suit the
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practical interests of the bourgeoisie if everyone behaved as
bourgeois, thus eliminating any subversive challenge to the social
structure. As Marx puts it, one need not take the narrow vicw that
one class explicitly set out to assert its own class interests: "it rather
believes that the particular conditions of its liberation are the only

general conditions within which modern society can be saved".

(Marx and Engels, 1962, Vol. | p. 275).

The concept of ideology carries with it the implication of
distortion. Ideology is concerned with the transmission of systems
of signification across cross lines. This is conceived not as an
abstract process but as being effected, in a concrete way, via "the
means of mental "production, controlled by the economically
dominant class. The consciousness of those subjected to this relay
of ideologies is thus distorted not abstractly but in a way conducive
to the perpetuation of existing relationships of class domination.

Unfortunately, the precise way in which such questions.are
addressed depends upon the way in which the concept of ideology
is interpreted and handfed a matter on which Marxists have been by
no means Gnited. The importance of such general conceptual
ponssderal}ons for the specific way in which the media are 1o be
interrogative can be illustrated by considering the contrasting
approach to the concept of ideology embodied in the works of
George Luka'cs and Louis Althusser.

In this sense, ideology legitimizes the class structure and
becomes indispensable for its reproduction in a noncorrosive way.
The medieval serfs who accepted their inferior status as part of a
God—g]ve_n hierarchical order, or the slaves who believed in their
‘owner's right to do with them as they pleased in Colonial America,
- or the bourgeoisie who accepted the principle of the Divine Right
Pmegl_S in pre-Revolutionary France, were all negative classes who
ﬁtjc:;?tz:;;e‘(:u ideological beliefs  that originated  elsewhere  and
was pcr%(!:ivcd as necessity and fate,

€ most  basic  for S s o R
ideolog_ical thought isdzlta f:.ii:é; :tf relchl;l:;;;]g,llL%stJ Ih"t‘(l)ur;:ll;lrl; a:l"
presenting a prevailing practice or e |

L]
re " " Sk
asonable," or "necessary." This is why Marx was intensely

i explottation In each case, the socio-cultural world

idea as "ﬂatural‘" "nonnai,“.
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suspicious of any reference to "nature" in philosophy, seeing this as
a cloak for legitimizing a social practice (Parekh, 1982, p. 138). An
ideology that has successfully universalized, naturalized, and
«dehistoricized the world-view of a particular social group then finds
it easy to present the critic as naive, irresponsible, Utopian, or even
as "an ideologist" (in the Napoleonic sense, of course), because one
of the most striking aspects of ideology is that it is "critical towards
its adversary but-uncritical towards itself" (Marx and Engels, 1975,
Vol. p. 181). ' ' :
The analysis of ideology is currently one of the fastest
growing areas within media studies. To be a critic of ideology,
however, presents a major epistemological problem. If ideology is
50 all-persuasive, how can one be liberated from it? If ideclogy is a
form of thought resulting from the universalization of a pa:tial and
narrow social point of view, it would seem that critics can rise
above their limiting assumptions if they are acutely aware of and
concerned to transcend them. Marx believed, rather optimistically,
that one could become a "free agent of thought" and, with enough
self-consciousness and self-criticism. look at society from any
stand-point (Parekh, 1982, p. 27). The following theses would be
important: Critics should investigate, with a rigorous critical
attitude, the inner structure of society rather than its phenomene_ﬂ
forms, be ware of how their own position in society mediates their
relations with what is being studied, and avoid a historical concepts
or methods of investigation or ways of understanding the prevailing
social order (Parekh, 1982, p. 143).
Yet a doubt remains as to where critics of ideology can be
found: within a negative class (Marx and Engels), or within a
vanguard party committed to raising the consciousness of that class
(Lenin), or within the ranks of intellectuals who are (supposedly)
free of class ties (Mannheim and Maicuse). Yet the characterization
- of intellectual as somehow above ideology is itself an |deqloglcal
position, as in the general academic belief that methodologies and
agenda for study are uninfluenced as by social bias. The ‘sqcml
theorist brings to the study of society a specilic social point of view,
a body of attitudes. assumptions, and interests wl_nch shapes the
selection, organization, and interpretation of the subject matter. The
ideological view of the academic denies the social mediation of
knowledge, thus overlooking a powerful source of bias, and views
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universities as transcendental institutions in no way shaped by
society. As Althusser (1971, pp. 163-164) contends, what takes
place in ideology seems therefore to take place outside it. That is
why those who are in ideology believe themselves outside ideology:
one of the aspects of ideology is the practical delegation ofs the
ideological character of ideology by ideology: ideology never say "l
am ideological " It is necessary to be outside ideology, that is, in
scientific knowledge, to be able to say: I am in ideology (a quite
exceptional case) or (the general case) I was in idcology.

_The precise relationship between "science" and "ideology" is
a crucial aspect of the epistemological question which underlies
much of recent media study" How do 1 know that my critique is not
itself ideological?

__ A-Marxist theory of ideology, must start from the other
dlg'ectlon. It must start not with the abstract, consciousness, but
with the concrete, the structure of ideological forms themselves.
Ideology must be viewed not as the product of an evanescent
consciousness but as an objective component of the material world.

; Ideology IS not an attribute of consciousness. Rather, both
in general and in the particular forms it assumes. consciousness is a

“product of ideology. From the point of view of language as fully

developed system (and language is the home of all ideologies), it 1§
not the consciousness of individuals which determines the forms of
language but rather the forms of language which, pre-existing the
individuals who comprise the members of any speech community.
produce the consciousness of individuals by defining the linguistic
terms within which their thought is structured. And it does so not
abstractly but concretely as a set of material signs relayed tom

:::g:l\if:lduals via the concrete mediations of home, school and the
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It has been partly as a result of these criticisms that more
recent developments in the Marxist theory of ideology have tended
to look back beyond Althusser to the work of Antonio Gramsci
whose writings on such subjects as culture and ideology, the role of
intellectuals, and the crucial concept of hegemony afford a more
flexible, less economistic way of conceptualizing the relationship
between ideological, social, political and economic processes and
relationships. Be this as it may, the crucial role that Althusser has
played in facilitating the development of significantly new lines of
approach to the study of the media should not be underestimated.
The stress that he placed on the active role of ideology, on the part
that it played in shaping the consciousness of ideology, on the part
that it played in shaping the consciousness of social agents, formed
the central conduit through which developments in structuralism
and semiology have both entered into and lastingly altered Marxist
approaches to the media in placing questions concerning the politics
of signification at least on a par with the traditional Marxist concern
with the analysis of patterns of media ownership and control.
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Abstract: : ! A
The paper traces the evolution of the relerence group
concept in sociology focusing the way Ii‘hilS been
conceptually explicated and operationalized. The extcn},
usually implicit, to which it has been used in the Mass
Communication research is also discussed. Some thinking 1s
also done on how might the reference group theory be more
fully integrated into mass communication research, and
utilized by the communication researchers to further explain
the communication behaviors of the dudience members. ‘
The paper Includes that significant conceptual and
methodological deficiencies still beset the mtcmp.lcd minimal
synthesis ol the reference group theorization with the uses
and gratifications tradition of mass communication research,
and, if further pursued, such a synthesis will potentially
prove fruitful for the conceptual repertoire of mass
communication research.

i

Introduction:

Communication research is a variable field as compared
with the level focus of such ficlds as sociology, psychology and
anthropology. That is. while a sociologist or a psychologist stays
within a single level of analysis (eg, a social system level of
individual level of analysis), a communication researcher shifls level
of analyses by eclectically borrowing concepts from other

lields.
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This not only inolves theoretical reductionism but it also means
that unique research methodologies be devised to adapt to the
demands of the changing levels of analyses. .

Historically this burden has constrained the conceptual
growth of the field and herice when compared with the theoretical
developments within the level of fields the communication research
seems to be suffering from conceptual and theoretical inadequacy,
Communication researchers agree that mass communication
research suffers from such a theoretical lag (Paisley, 1972). For
instance, in exploring media use behaviors, although the mass
Communication research has not totally ignored the influence of
social component, a systematic theoretical approach to looking at
media choices within a social context has been lacking.

This, precisely, is the point of departure for the present
paper. Through a detailed review of the sociological research

tradition of the reference group phenomenon and the media use

tradition of the mass communication research, the present paper

eslsenti_a.lly Suggests a possible theoretical basis for the mostly
atheoritical  uses and gratifications dimension of the mass
communication research. Specifically, the review focuses three

questions of potentiglly useful theoretical and m i
interest to communication research, ethodological

1. How has the reference group concept evolved and
; ﬁperatgfgnallﬁetti' over the years in sociology?
: Ow, It at all, has it been used ' icati
ki - sed in mass Communication

How might one inte rate the r Vi,
: efer
some dimensions ofg once group theory with

mass communication research?

- e ' “the concept
rce Group: evolution of the cC 3l
‘R_C@LQ!:[;_h}. tuf\ "reference group" was used by Hyman (1942)

who hypothesized that the way !l!(]l\‘l(!ll'iil!i- 10:"‘1‘:“t"‘:-:ingit:;:)rinclj(?:
status is contingent on their choice of a socu t)‘i'i pei il
comparison. At.about the same time, Newcomb (19 : } M;_‘ ' ]g,m :
understand processes of attitude change or lack ”'~d:l1!1?1%:1i‘[|:;<i
Bennington college students chose the Ilcnmnglfm L().! v ﬁ_m
reference group. These two studies together l(:(.'lfl‘lihlli.\u ‘

systematic investigation of reference group pruussg?.‘ aaheitio

These and other notions -about the IL-ILILIlIf._L g |.
phenomenon, - sometimes explicit  at nlhu's‘ um:llut,cm;?fg;t
systematized by Merton and Rossi (I‘J‘SU); In thug in crpil lR v
of the findings of the American Soldier, Merton an Y os.I
distinguished between the "in-groups" and "out-groups” anc
stressed one of the most distinctive features of the reference grm_llp
theory. That is, the reference groups  are not n([:_cessarl)f'_
membership groups and that "social® or “personal ramehO‘
references are yielded by nonmembership groups as well. T"cy
further conceptualized the reference group theory as aiming "to -
Systematize the determinants and consequences of those processes
of evaluation and sclf-appraisal in which the individual takes the
values or standards of other individuals and groups as a
comparative frame of relerence "

Their discussion of conformity, Furth_cr, led t_hem_to t_he
concept of anticipatory socialization and its interrelationship with
social mobility; i.e, the consequences for the mdryldual. his own
membership group, and the larger social system if the referenlc.:.e
group is a non-membership group. They didn't explicitly define the
concept anticipatory socialization but they seem to refer to it as .
Some kind of process or value adaptation through positive
orientation to the norms of a non-membership reference group.
Further tests of anticipatory socialization are found in F,ulau (1962).

It has also been noted that of the multiple reference group
employed each may be specialized as 4 point of comparison for one
Particular dimension (Turner, 1955). and, that scveral multiple
reference groups may impinge simultaneously on the same sphere of
Comparison or the same realm of attitudes. In that case they may
either reinforce the same outcome or produce conflicting
consequences for the individual (Form & chschwcnder, 1950;




| patchen, 1961; Rosen, 1955). Furthermore, as mentioned earlier

Merton & Rossi (1955) talk of conflicting consequences for a
person with an out-group reference group, but Litwak (1960) has
presented an interesting reformulation in his concept of "stepping-
stone" reference orientation; i.e, in a situation characterized by
ordered change, "where integration in one group is considered to be
a prerequisite for the integration into a second group... it is possible
for the individual to view both his current membership group as
reference groups, without endangering his integration into his

current group and without preventing his joining a different future

group" (PP. 72 - 73). Thus cach group is valued by the individual as
a stepping-stone to help him in his advance.

Similarly, one of the other earlier research concerns .

identified by Merton and Rossi (1950) and explored further by
Kaplan (1955) focused on the relative potency of status categories
versus primary groups including conformity. Kaplan has attempted
to tackle this problem in terms of a substantively confined area of
the voting behavior of the Catholics. His over-all conclusion was |
that without the intimate subgroup-as a reference, there was |
relatively little ' interest group' voting; with it, ' interest. group'
voting was maximized. That is:to say that even in the realm of

reference group category behavior, the 'small intimate primary
group plays a crucial role.

Although basic to all research and

reference group area has becn the distincti
t cell
{15521 betiden: oo e inction drawn by kelley

: e and the normative es or
functions of reference group (Sin L

] ger, 1981), the literature offers in
?"eeforf“r or anoth(?r the evidence for the existence of at least three
ypes relerence groups (kemper, 1968). In general, a reference -

sroup 15 a group collectivity, or perwson which the actor takes into
;E;gl;lm ol IS(.""&: manner to help orient himself in a certain course of
oy mo(;; f:l :itl €. ITIIN definition of reference group is distinct from
A versalistic usage of the concept by Eisenstadt, (1954)

0 subsumes the reference groups under the category of norms.

The three groups are: i
Ds are: the norm " :
and the audience groups. WS Sioups, the & FERISOn RIOUPE

theorizing in the |

Kemper (1908) wiews nm‘_n'.nlive groups i.l:\' |1|‘§wfdt':rls 01I
guidance 10 action by explicitly setting norms and L‘?‘l_’(‘flrﬁ'“b \z:}leh,
The major identifying characteristics of a normative yol‘{[;
prmmllgzétcs and which, in some way, the group_brmg? to “f
attention. Comparison groups provide the actor with a frame o

‘reference that senes to facilitate judgements about any of several

problematic issues Kemper, (1968) splits this category up |r:to;ha)
equity groups--- used as a trame of reference t(:r_J'udgmg?: Vv-'lef er
ar not ones situation is fair or eq_unml‘ﬂc‘ b) legitimator group---
used as a fram of reference for judging the legﬂnm{cy 10f nnleb
behavior or opinions not necessarily normative groups, for Lx?jmlp B
meveryone cheats on income tax; why shouldn't 17" ¢) role mode S-P;-
demonstrate for the individual how something 18 dong in the
technical sense and it is usually a person rather than a group, and d)
accommodator group--- provides the individual with a (flle fo:laI
complementary response (in co-operative situations) or a paralle
response (in competitive situations)

The audience groups, on the other hand, de;nmnd neither
normative nor value-validating behavior of the actor for whom they
serve as referent. They do not serve as frames of reference 1n any of
the senses in which the comparison groupsmay be used. The actor
attributes certain values to an audience group and attempts to
behave in accordance with those values. The audience group may
overlap with the comparison and the normative groups. ‘I-fm'l-fel\;er.
the audience groups don's demand conformity to non'm dl\}i : lfi-()j/
employ different sanctioning techniques; €.g, they can withho
reward or-impetus for achievement but not punish.

Kelley (1952). suggested for the first time normative %FOOSUSI;
as a second type of reference group. Similarly. Shlhll(ﬂlﬂ.(‘ e
distinguished three denotations of the term reference group: ) lar
group which serves as point of reference in making camparisons 0

sk ; > group
- contrasts (the same as comparative reference group). 2) the grou

in which the actor aspires to gain or maintain acceple_mcg, and 32_
the group whose perspective constitutes the frame of re e:lenct?_?d
the actor. Shibutani proposed limiting the concept to the thi
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usage. which is akin to kelley's normative ﬁ_mctiorj but carries
broader imperative for defining the situation in which the actor
finds himself. That means, with Shibutani, the third usage points
more to.a psychological phenomenon than to an objectively existing
group of people. It refers to an organization of the actor's
experience and in any collectivity, real or imagined, envied or
despised, whose perspective is assumed by the actor Interpreting
further, Shibutani contends that the choice of reference groups---
conforming to the norms of the group whose perspective is

assumed--- is a function of ones interpersonal relations Further. the -

extent to which culture of a group serves as the matrix for the
organization of perceptual experience depends on ones relationship
and personal loyalty to others who share the owtlook.

. Sherif (1953), (1956) has defined groups as those group to
which an individual relates himself as a part or to which he aspires
to Telate himself psychologically. The distinctive problems
associated with reference groups theory arise, as Sherif sees it,
primarily in societies which are relatively differentiated, relatively
unstable--- in short, in modern societies. Modern man, essentially in
Western societies, is caught in the throes of mobility, in the
dilemmas and contradictions of statueses, and painful predicament
of marginality created by the demands and goals originating in
diverse groups. In other words, the problems identified by Sherif

involve conformity to conflicting demands rether than processes of
evaluation and comparison.

On the other hand j ‘ :
e ¢ s Turner (195 ,
distinctions between reference (1956) whose various

| group type overlap with what has
{;m::e afl?ove. Hehapplle_s the term identification group to the same
ype of group that Shibutani prefers to limit the reference group
concept to; strictly normatjve ara

a5 percpective. ot Tuand In broader terms reference group
audience in his eval
between a comparisc
above. Even more ¢
1s virtually a one-to-
much for the concep

o u:(’:ﬁf dealf§ with the concept of the
oo Sreup, which appears to be a cross
h group and an audience group ass defined
xplicit is Turner's own 'audicncegmup? which

:)glb lm:«ncl.l with the group described above. So
aboration and refinement.

e

T
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Moreover, at present there is no such thing like 'a' theory 1of
the' reference group phenomenon. This may perhaps be durrto the
fact, and as Turner (1955) also notes and as recorded earlier oni‘
that persons take different groups as standards in matters on
material success, morals, tastes and other areas and that groups ca

'be "segmentally" rather than "totally" relevant (P. 131). ~

Fufther, although the sociologists have _mamly concprned
themselves with the consequences of reference orientations (Smger%
1981), the literature also offers evidence on the determmanltg(}%
reference group selection (see for instance, Hyman, :
Newcomb. 1952: 1961; Merton, 1954, Patchant, I%_I, Form an‘
Geschwender, 1962; Stern and Keller, 1953; Runciman, 1966;
Strauss, 1968; Rosow, 1967. :

In terms of operationalization of the concept, according to
pool and Shulman (1959), thé reference group studies fall into two
groups: a) those vho ask direct question about personal influences;

‘e.g, whose opinions do you respect, whom would you consult, etc.

and which attempt to infer the importance of a relerence group

from the fact that an individual's behavior approximates the model

behavior of a group. But these previous approaches do not offer

‘evidence on whom respondents actually thought about as they

reached a decision, and how much difference that made.

Person's reference groups have been measur'ed by sx{cli
simple and yet predictive guestions as those on subjective class
identification (sce, Centers 1949). Now this approach has come
under considerable criticism for its use of the rcscarchqr-dctcrmn?ed
class categories, which do not condosm ncatly with the cl:;ss
configuration in the minds of respondents (Blumberg, 1972).
However, when this 'self-location’ was combined with a tlU‘-‘S“‘.’f' b
ciass awareness prediction of attitudes was found to have rcg.lhl_CFd
imporvement, Campbell et al.. 1960-- (Univ. of Michigan Survey
Rescarch Center).
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Moreover, the type of comparative reference groups that
individuals normally employ has been studed by direct questions
(Patchman, “1961), by the "spontaneous group reference that
individuals make in the course of surve i
(Stern and Keller, 1953), and by applications of Kuhn's ‘who am [?
test, which elicits Spontaneous difinitions of the self and jts

incorporation in to  various social categories (sce Mulfor and
Salibury, 1964).

In the realm of normative reference groups Rosen (1955a)

has identified a problem and has tried to resolve it. In his study of

parental factor of attitude and behavior formation, Rosen has

illustrated the danger of looking for a single reference group as the

groups can obscure the fact that there

; may be referents whose
Importance he does not perceives or cannot verbalize.

G But since methodology is intimately related to theory, we
will argue that further de

i t velopment of reference group theory
particularly in the area of how an individual resolves conflicting
hip groups would considerably simplify

the task of delineating and quantifying referents.

L i shanion: on centers  (1949)
identification was mentioned.

other categories which might
tapped by simple techiques. In

measurement  of class
The feeling of identification with
be reference groups can also be
I i the

imp : imilarly, in the Campbell et al
( , the Michigan voting studies, individy

mdlcate_d whether they were 'pretty ¢
much interest they i

als were asked to
lose' to the group, and how
has in the group. These measures of
voting better than the mere
hip (Suchman and Menzel,

psychological iglen[iﬁcations predicted
?:)eéi:;lre of objective group members

8

a differentiated structure
in, with & there maybe a diflere _
ain, with a group  difforeapaan
da qé\tgot‘ norms rather than one norm Ih_x.\l !mhnbtltl::lt i:1 e
by ively simple instrument, e.g., the Michiga )'/( (ks
e TEIRUV(iY- tl ture of social categorics by asking [
| e struc . i _ Vi
dlssectzdm: how he perceived the aggregate group vlulmg, :lu i
ents . o) & L roup.
resﬁ:?ved the voting norm of the lo_ml members of the group
i seived the leadership voting
how he perceived the lea

' ieve is relevant length of
r aspect, which we Believe is |_L|evm‘11 eng ‘
Aln'mh(rzll?lﬂntcc group or in group is the ‘:u\gtlllmgsli
memlgerS}:!p because this too could tell us something ‘(Il m::w 2
e er?‘ li[()ientiiic;uion or about thp dc\grcgl o ‘wh'u.:.:m P
?:tr:asrialci)zed its norms. The length of mcmbm ship ll)l']]'t‘l yktlmluever
Ivvell be influenced by social and gcograrh:gal”lrlnc?wlcl Y)I ik
the experimental techniques™to study l1e| ’|n‘ kit b
groups on the behavior of communicator 1|(|WL e oo
Zimmermann and Baur, (1956) and by P'n. ;;n‘c‘n. R B
and saliencyy of reference  groups |1;1:’) we ;
manipulated by Charters and Newcomb (1952)

. « oof the referent-others
More imporant. of all, (he SYEREINS 'tthh[(:l!lT them, and
are often measured by questioning the individual a

y qu ures likewise makes causal
the lack of independence in the two measures likewise

5 and O, Gorman
inference hazardous. Research by o, Gorma?()(?I(:))?h'l; AR
and Gary, 1976) and Fields and Schuman ( o re( ;U”s g
questions about the uscfulness of responden hc(!w S
norms, and more generally about the relation
norms and the 'objective norms'. ]

A ) 7 I """J-‘

- this sub-head for

Questions 2 and 3 have been Iumpcd umlcl.lllll.‘;\l-‘:ll:]’ﬂl‘;: e

two reasons: one, the concepts of 'reference g“])illf:l.'iﬂlll‘c exeupt

rarely used very much in the mass comnmnul:“‘ll“,):ior-s (sce, Merton

for the early classical research on media use )LI(])‘ES) ‘and pool and

1949) and _communicator studies by Baur (, nd Lazarsfeld (1955)

Shulman (1959) and more implicitly by Katz a ach to socialization
and McLeod and o' Keefe (1972) in their approac




-perspective and communication behavior; and two, there has been
no real attempts to integrate the reference group theory and any
dimension of mass communication research

Still we will try to suggest another framework which can
allow us to more fully integrate the two areas.

However, the. foremost among the researchers who
systematically moved in this direction were Riley and Riley ( 1959).
hese scholars suggest a social System perspective on mass
-communication research from the standpoint of the reference group

may be better understoog in terms o
groups and te their valyes,

_ . Similarly, Riley and Riley (1951) in a exploratory study of
ph:ldren_ S mass media preferences suggest that the individual's
integration into g significant &roup may affect both his choice of

materials to read or listen and his interpretations of media contents.

In this study, children who were not disposed to talking extensively

! rC exposed to the same
rved a different function for the two

TR f(‘;polllcrl‘p!ccc of related research develops (he hypothesis
indivildf l!a dp_re erences may pe associated, not only withg the
ol bats I ISposition to Communicate with the members of the
?vas :)hu: f:usr?d‘?;:-?t ':;]S ﬂgrecn]em with their values. In this wein, in
; AL INRY boys' medig behaviors » onform
to the expectations of the; s tended to confo

( £ I INi(I(”e-CIR‘iS p“l cnts > G
. . o S even Wh(,” th. .

Own  aspirations conformed to the

R i T T N—

T

iy

; zers, it was [ that the boy's
pectati arents and peers, it was found .
ectations of parents and pex . . 1) :
::l[:,cli(m of media materials in line with the parental ex|)qcl:td(|f)n§
was related to interacting with his parents as persons (Riley an

Riley, 1959).

It must, however, be ng)ted here that unl:k:e :]-}III:[ICI‘{ (1)31:
1956) conceptualization of rt:tc;'.ellc:tleoglr\‘(;tulp'l';lsns;.gl«{;:::]t :{gro(up "
wnication. studies ¢ ¢
:;?:g\nlfgzrm?erfg:]gi‘ 'primary( significant pthcrs 'A_ga‘m. dlztnl:.(:/y gz
Whithney (1980) of the mﬂuc_ncc of sl;:l}-u. !ncin‘l.sil':wr i
attention to public affairs content in news I]]C(ll‘d-mdﬁ/‘ ;‘cw rci[ulrcnc(:*
at a very crude and broad level, as a study of conflicting

. groups' influence on behavior,

More specifically, such directly relevant _(]'uc.:sllu:m']:eé\(;,—t-(;
how is the recipient's reaction to a mass _cmm‘pur}lcal!.0]111.”- ‘"rnup"
his membership (or coveted membership) in a single |_)i]n l" b et
or, how does this rcaction vary, on the one h.zm(I,‘wn 1. mi. lm‘) =
or negative feclings towards members of this group ¢I|n‘g: i
other hand, with his agreement or disagreement with l|1‘u1' n‘icul:ﬁ-
or, how does it varics with his status in the group anﬂ tm pfi ,rm:p
role he is expected to perform? or, how does s IC!LIL.H.::,i‘:::] s
seem to afleet his reactions to different types ol cqmmun.u,“l_ diintae
those intended to inform, persuade and commit him to. Ewt!(()m’l ‘For
those intended merely to entrain and provide hup lwun i
fantasy? or, a far more complicated question o i 'u;wmles ok
respoﬁd when he must react to a message in mu tip chic. reﬁction
member of conflicting reference groups? or, how‘doelsim. o
vary with the relative significance of these gl"()ll|‘3!~ to '||]'d5‘l|lell1 i
relative degree of his positive or negative tcc[u_lglb‘tow" ot b
SO on --- have not been explicitly addressed i et
communication literature at all. The answer lO'”']'Lh'(—‘-'llq‘:)l:ll'lils:\'
should go above and beyond simply locating the recipier
communication within social social structure. M

Again, implicitly or indirectly, the in n! n ;_”w w"wm;
literature may also be said to have employed some (1)]}i'\‘ i
of reference group theory. As said carlier ‘n!!‘u'l“d ‘m[)livu!imm
reference group theory has motivational basis a
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basis have also been indentified in the media use behavior. For
example, a survey of information seeking during an election
campaign showed ‘that voters were much more likely to ask for
pamphlets describing the views of the candidates if they expected to
talk about the election with friends. The social, concept of
communicatory utility is stressed by Chaffee and McLoed ( 1967)
and Tipton (1970),

Similarly, the research carried out by Wisconsin £roup =---
McLeod, Chaffee. Wackman  -.-.. on family communication
patterns and its influence on media use behaviour yses the concept
of reference group if it is interpreted narrowly as primary reference
groups as Riley and Riley (1951) do. Of course, the concept
reference 8roup per se is not involved.

However, earlier on Baur (1959) was more explicit in his
use of the reference group theory, His emphasis was on the effect
that an - actual of potential reference group has on the
communjcat_or. His formulation was intended to cover all types of
Communication, Whether to mags audience or to small groups of
friends. The particular significance of the several related studies he
reports lies in their implication for the process by whicly reference
groups come to influence attitudes and beliefs. Briefly, the research
that Baur CItes supports the following Propositions: 1) that the

_characteflstlcs of the audience to. which information s to be
- Communicated |_nﬂuence_ the way in which the communicator
organizes new information and thereby what he himself may
i:gfé?,g:r or believe at 3 later tiem, and 2) ‘secondary audiences or
I groups, - usually Internalized and often imagined, are
Important targets of Communication and- may, - at {imes play a
decisive role in flow of Communicatijon' 24 ‘ ;

i 'egrom these g Propositions, it follows that real or
iMagined communicatiop with  salient reference groups can

significantly inflyence the individual's cognitive Structuring of

reality, in accordance with the attitydes to these groups,
1) work on teh spiral of

: oclle-Ncumann (1984, 1990, 199
(sil{l)inc? t::eory of public Opinion formulagion and scores of st g
assu?nmt'oer t_radnm_)n. posit fear ofisolation from society us a basic

£ i N Opinion EXpression. Opinioy, expression or lack

resp,(_)g!mbfc fpr public opmion  formulation.
» AL explicit attention hyg been given 1o (he coneepl

“spiral ol silence. How nught
of reference group in teh theory of spiral of silence. |

| inion expression or how might
various reference groups mediate opinion expression ¢

3 i ass media influence the
or might not the tenor of the trend-setting m"m-'mL'dll"‘-ll:-ljillyiltinnx =
societal perceptions of the majority or minority u'.\ o e
opinions are the important questions that arc awailing

investigations.

Indeed, the basic position of thsi paper have been that

‘ e : “most of
although the reference group theory has not been a part of mos

ion li i > IS compatible
the mass communication literature, it nevertheless is comp
with much of it. . b Mt
More specifically, the research on media behaviors p'r_(wu':ti
another potential locus of integrating  some  aspects (.w m:(.)l_
communication theory with the reference group phcnpnu}nln‘nmcd
late the uses and gratifications perspective has been revived to

further light from a different angle on the media use l.m"ll.uw:n'.sl'lrl”t
‘approaches media- research by searching for the rcasons th

motivate people to choose certain media and the g.ratlhc;atu,v‘ns tlljc‘_v.
obtain from the act of media exposure. Te functional m'“-rlm)lliL-\
that pervade the uses and gratifications rescarch tend to inc llthI a
need for social contact in a form or another; ¢ g, surveillance of the
1envi0rnment, transmission of culture, correlation of parts of society
and even entertatinment are all social phcnnmcna._llct:lu,\'t_' of the
generally atheoritical nature of these ﬁ:nclimwl inventories (iw-c
Elliot, 1974), media behavior is not generally linked (o any ol ler
social activities or relationships. Nor has the uses and gratilications
research satisfactorily dealt with the social structural conditions
from which media behaviors remains dominant. Rosengre and
Windahl (1974, p. 166) e.g.. note that it seems as if any type of
content may serve any type of function. e g 8
Many studies in the uses and gI'ElIIIICE?Il(H'IS Il'&l(flllsm
implicitly utilize the reference group concept. Wieb (1969), for
instance’ believes that maintenance is the main aspect of socialized
function of mass media. His idea of maintenance appears consistent
with reference group theory. The individual is drawing to mediate
material that reinforces his self-concept. The sell-concept is largely
determined by the group or groups that he refers (o and media
Operate to reinforce the individual's affiliation with the group. _
Atkin (1972) attributes media choice to the social utility of
information obtained which is used for future interpersonal
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interaciton with a specific group of people. His hypothesis was
supported and the maintenance and or reinforcement received was
based on how well the individual integrated himself in that group.
Again consistency with the reference group theory is obvious.

... Similarly, Herzog ( 1944) and Katzman (1972) have
indicated that social learning and companionship have been found
to be among the reasons women follow soap opera. McQuail et al
(1974) suggest that media help an individual discharge a delinite
social role to meet membership requirements of his peer groups. In
individual to define who he is, and reinforcing an image of himself
and his value system, - Y

; In their Israeli study, Katz et al (1973) report the
Integrative needs which involve the individual's link with society
that can be fulfilled through media use. Similarly, Johnstone (1974)
reports the fulfillment of integrative need as being a major factor in
a oiescents: mass media behavior. Riesman (1950) sees the
adolescents' use of popular music similarly. Once again, the
reference group phenomenon is described without it begin cited:

l\]Vhen he listens to m.HSiC‘ €ven no one else is around, he
_us‘t!;nsdrn a context of Imaginary" others ----- his listening is
indieed often an effort to estabilish connection with them:

Williamz'd?]r gf_),\éera_l‘eference group t_lleory can also cxplzi.in Fox and
records bet ) b s differing uses radio and phonograph
5 Detween conservatives and liberal college students.

€ above finding can be int i i i
erpreted in the light of

T :
eference group theory because we think potentially the uses and

Sroup  theory are mutually

ratifications focuses tives
eg. ref G g cuses on moti
g erence group phenomenon among others looks to the

rgroups i : :

a%ioptpthg:r :‘:;:Ch & person psychologically aligns himsclf, tries to

his identiﬂcatioss, (ltltlltudes, behaviors, behaviors etc. to reinforce
With them. A synthesis of two approaches may

state that one motjyag; N \
group affliation ation for media choices s 1o reinforce reference

. ple_d_ such a synthesis in the
public television and upper and upper

CY M

middle class identification and found ltn.'~.|. c
could successfully be predicted by the |m: r p
upper class medium and the respona
identification with the upper calssses i
The conceptual and empirical pre
work is that it focuses only on the normat
ignore considering other reference func llar-ﬁl
be serving. Further it does not empirically
what Rosen (]‘)SS}I) terms” process
legitimation of referents' expectations '
only on the awareness of the norm and i
strength of commitment to that norm. Tgne
(1960) calls length of membership in a g
indicator of norm adaptation. More imp
only at the in-group reference orientatios
theory is significant for the out group refer
Specilically, how might gratification secking
obtained be influenced by these considerati
as more parsimonious and better explantio
images and media  eflecty? Indeed
methodological challenge for the researcher act
Paisley term, the "variable field" of mass com

L4
Y

tivee rerle
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' - sti
1o deal with such behavioral problems. A questi

ABSTRACT

; : ; and
h aimed at (a) comparing different t}i?;rsen in
Cll u”l‘l. (‘ Of menla“y regardcd C e
pi s heir teachers manag
onnaire was de\‘qsei?:
in Maktab (priva
i hers of Amin haoh).
ed to the 19 teac nment scho
an}(‘l agnzggt?rl teachers of Shadab School (Sg:l‘éa that teachers
Inforr tion provided by the respondents rev 2 blems in their
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g:;:?io!\:atlg1rltjmnipuglatepits resources in a more in
compared to the Shadab School.
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intensity of behavioral pro t
gsgls'm%ent and private schools, and (b) how
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INTRODUCTION

Mental Retardation (MR) constitutes one of our nation's

most insidious health, educational and welfare problems, It is
however a very complex, medical, social, educational and economic
problem and therefore presents a strong challenge to our civilized
society. Studies show that retarded children spend much less time

on task than do ethers, that they are easily distracted (Bloom,
1974).

The specific set of behavior is common to all MR Children,
each child has a different set of physi

d | _ cal, intellectual and social
characteristics, and each has lived a different environment.
Educators of MR children gen

: erally agree that the following
behavior problems (BP) are generally observed. :

A Disruptive Behavior
Aggressive Behavior

C. Scll-Injurious Behavior
D. Psychological Disorders
E. Sexual Problems.

a. Personal Factors:
. Where aspects related to the individual affect his/her
behavior e.g. tempe

: rament, language delay, developmental delay,
and overactive,

b. Environmental Factors:

Where famil_y, housing and social situation affect the child.
€.g. mental depression, -envir )

_ r onmental stress, parental management
techniques, parental history.

. The most tenab
environmental factors int

le view at this i

A s that biological and
eract with one anot

her to cause BP's.

[ ﬁ - *Nn h."l‘\ H‘\\’:l\"*
- |!\”{ th!ih{! i .h =
€C [ e & anc L'ii!.ll_.lh“” L e b ‘o8
» “V - dﬂ(i Ih'l“i‘l.l : " :
p > | llllll act
de Ended on th 'lndl\l( : s I "
Ch]ld (1;;;) SIdIL’S thlil ”\L‘\l Lh.lll_it[l::l
plOglam lhat (‘n”'hﬂ‘;l/('\ th(‘ '[‘LN. .

independent living.

> o «tent € . p
of compe . » from a
hil ould profit more It

s for
and vocational skills 1

' > requires
arded students with BP req

' nd
s lanning @
: nstructional P be
stailed  Instruc ~hers must
sessment, detailed ,ement. Teac .
?:é?vf;gualizf’,d behavior and learning manageme

LR teristics,
i1d's learning charac :
= " » retarded thild's lear h student's
miliar with the retard aterials to each ¢
;:%r?rzjzﬁzktﬁ?c?r instinctual strategies and n‘"umlding consequences

. ; ace without providin ynses are
i annot take place v at their respon:
t(':;?]}_ol;s:;?é?l%) C\:f'hla.‘h signal the students that 1

correct or incorrect

Effective teaching of ret

serve two functional.

: implies ed to increase
A To motivate children (which implies the ne

: 1 ich implies
same behavior). TR H e ppropriately (whi

- To control childre
the need to decrease certain responses).
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b f token economy as @ me b
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eSt.‘tge effective 1N
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they will go no further than we let them; it is up to us to open doors
and raise our sights, instead of creating additional barriers.

MLETHOD

SUBJECT:

A sample of 30 was taken -and distributed between (a) Amin
Maktab School for MR children (b) Government Shadal School for
MR children. '

INSTRUMENTS:
: The following techniques were used for the collection of the
ata. -
j: Questionnaire
i, Rating Scale
fii.  Obscrvation .
PROCEDURE:

.. Itwasan exploratory study to identify (a) different types
and intensity of BP of MR children in a government school and a
private school and (b) how
problems.

In order to obtain the re

uired sample the researchers
approached the Head of the nstit ; h

utions and the staff of both the
purpose and nature of the study and they
ale individually,

a carefully constructed

to measure the intensity of BPs
govemment and a private school of MR.

The questionnaire
questions. Moreover re
children in both the sy
working conditions of f}

Prepared for the teachers consisted of 39

1€5¢ two schools.

their teachers manage to deal with such -

were requested to fill

¢ and administered at eacl: of the teachers

searchers observed different classes of MR
00ls in order to have 4 general idea of the

2

- STATISTICS:

“the scores ained from
Arithmetic mean was calculated of the scores obtamec

o TR hildren.
BP's to assess the average BP's of MR chilc

RESULTS

; ; |
‘Table 1, 2 and 3 show that MR children of Shadab schoo

manifest more disruptive, aggressive and :\dl;nljl;l‘ir(::;cc
compared to MR children of Amin Maktab School, res

Table -1. ARITHMETIC _ MEN__

BEHAVIOR

FOR _ DISRL

f'A
i X o
Type of Behavior X of ,S o
Talkmg Out 545 =
Out of Seat 1 7% %P_____:‘_B_?r___ﬁ
Making Noise 6:(1; =
i 3 P [ R
Rocking igq e =

e

Non compliant

S  shadab School

A Amin Maktab School

tively.

Jel

ehavior as

E




Table-2 ARITUMETIC__MEAN__FOR_‘ AGGRESSIVE

BFHAVIOR
I3 Type of Behavior X of S* X of A*
" Suiking Others 3.36 247
Striking Objects i 327 178
Tripping Others TR
Kicking Others AL L3
. Kicking Objects b DAl
Pulling Objects Hair 2.5
Damaging Property 2.47

Table-3. ARITHMETIC MEAN FOR SELF-INJURIOUS
BEHAVIOR

. Type of Behavior
Slrilx_iﬂ&(ll_esulf

Hitting various Body parts

— Scratching Body parts
e Self-Induced vomiting

Consujlil_lg Non-edible items i

Graph | indicates that generally

speaking  more
psvchological disorders were found among the MR children of
Shadab School as compared to these of Amin Maktab; whereas,

Graph 2 indicates equal frequency of sexual problems in both the

schools,

MR W
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Table-5B. USE OF PUNISHMENT AS AN INTERVEN TION (Q 32)

e \l.JIJIT'Il[’!IJII.I’IlJlI’.’I".JIr’]J

& I'ype of punishment Frequency ~ | PERCENTAGE
— e I|l[,|i|l||}lall||| T T

scolding in front of the
class

_ any other ;
e anyother

i s G
: S Shadab Schoo] ;
A Amin Makah School
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